
w s • r1e 44. OU, 0 WED D Oc b 22 



A Remarkable Detective-Thriller-Nelsiln Lee and Co.--

_.,,,.- _.,..- -

CHAPTER 1. 

Tl1e Rival Encampments. 

T IIE seare!1iights, aJtl1ough s1nall, ,vel"e 
re:-n41rkably pO\\·erf ul. 1_,l1ere \Vere fc;,ur 
ot· tl1cm, one 011 each side of tl1e en­
ca111pmcI1t. arid their bean1s, se11t l1ori­

~-1 ~!~all:,,. acruss cot1utry_, illt1mir1at.e<l 1niles of 
~. ! . '): l 1 l U. 

t t ,vas i111possiblc for an.y r?1ov ing tl1ir1g to 
.; f proach tl1c camp d11ring tl1e uight ,,·itl1out 
l·t-i11~ insta11tly detected. For at r0gttlar in­
t(:r\·als the searchligl1ts ,vere slo,vly n1ove<l 
l:ack and forth, w that the beun1s s,vept over 
c \ •~ry )·ard of groltncl. 

lt ,vas a str~t11ge er1can1pr11c11t, tSitt1ated ir1 
,1- 5trange laed, ar1cl, i11(lecd, all tlie cii-ct1111-

~ ~a11ces ,verc stra11ge. 
:rl1e little garrison 11t1n1bcred five 0111:y--a 

~ !11all force, 111deed, to resist tho grim, mur­
(h;rOllS attacks of httndreds of e11emies. 

Nelson I .. ee, the great detective, ,vas in 
co111mancl. Lo1·d Dorrimore, the famous 1port­
i1)g peer. ,vas second in command. The 
,_!thers ,,~ere Un11osi, the migl1ty black King of 
tll9 Kutanas; Nipper, L<'e's brilliant young 

--------------

as.sis ta nt; arid ii!.st, but by 110 mea r1s least, 
Ecl,varJ Os,vald Har1dfortl1, of tl1e Re1110\ e 
For111 at St. Frank's .. 

Tl1cre ,va3 O~lO otl1cr pe1·son i11 t}1e ca111rl­

. .l\111a11da Petc1'so11, <l S\Yeet girl of abotLt six• 
tce11. Sl1e l1u<l been t·esc11e<l by N elso11 Lee "s 
r1arty f rorn th~ cl u tc!1es of tl1e Black Ha \Y k.-

Sl1e ,,-as slt·epi11g no,,,-sJcepi11g i11 tl1e cabin 
of tl1c Sk:y \\~a!1Jerel', Dorrie's great tl1ree­
e11g-inecl aPror>lant-, \vhich.. cripµlt'cl badl.'-, 
stoo<l i11 tho ,·ery ccr1tre of tl1e cr1carllf)mer1t. 
All aro1111<l tl1c great 1nat:l1i11e a palisa<lo elf 
light steel girliers l1ad beer1 ercctecl. 'l,hP1·t~ 
,\-e1·e fot1r JJlatforn1s co1111ected \'litl1 tho JJa~ i:-t­
arles, and on thi!sc platforn1s \\·ere rfl(lunte<I 
tl1e scarcl1ligl1ts arid the 111achir1e-g1.1r1s. 

Tl1e camp \Yas not exactly ql1iet, for t ,vo 
of the po\rerf ul aero e11gines ,vere purrirlg. 
Tl1e eng;11es l1ad 11ot becr1 injured, earlie1·, 
,,·hen the great n1acl1ir1e had been charg,.!d, 
a11d partiull.y· <lestro:ved, by lumbe1·ing 1non• 
sters. For on this Isla11d Above tl1e Cloud3 
there .lived grotesque creattires of the t.YJ)C 
that used to 1·000'1 the earth in prel1istoric 
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For years the people of the lost cornm11nity in the heart of the Sargasso Sea 
have bowed to the iron rule of Black Hawk, pirate. Then, with startling sudden­

. ness, there comes into their midst a champion-a liberator- who leads them 
against their tyrannical master. It is Nelson Lee, the fam~us detective! 

In order to maintain tl1e searchlights 
throt1gho11t tho night, it was nece.ssa1·y to 
run the engines-so · that the batteries could 
be -kept fully- charged. Bt1t ,vitl1 tl1at bril­
liar1t. light to reveal the. approach of a11y pos­
sible e11emy; the sot1nd of the engir1es did 
not matter. There ,vas no chance of being 
surprised, eitl1cr by man or beast. 

The girl ,vas the only one "'"ho was sleep­
i11g. All the rest ,vere \\'atchft1l, alert-on 
duty. They had all slept, in turn, dttring tl1e 
long, l1ot day ,vhich had passed. They ,,,.ere 
1·efreshed, eager. And Nelson Lee had made 
careful preparations before darkness had 
come do,\"ll; he had taken steps to 1~e11der 
the encampment safe for the night. 

'' If you a.sk me, old man, it's goin' to 
be a calm an' pcaceftrl night,'' said Lord 
J)orrimorc sadly. '' "f he Illa ck Ha~,v k \vo11' t 
dare to ma:y any attacl{ ,vhile l\'e keep these 
sea1·chligl1ts goi11'; and as for the Beast l\len, 
they seem to l1ave cleared off to the otl1er 
part of tl1e islar1d. Poor beggars! They're 
scared stiff by all this hullabaloo." 

Nelson Lee looked troubled. 
'' Do ~'"Ott know, Dorrie, I have no scruples 

about attacking the Black Ha,vl~ and his 
mt1rdcrous rt1flians-but I am gen111nely ht1rt 
I\Vl1en I tl1i11k of tl1c Beast l\fen," he said. 
'' Tl1ey are pri1niti,·e creat11res, an<l, no doubt, 
harmless enot1gh. By the purest chnnco ,vo 
l1appened. to desecrate the ground tl1ey hold, 
i11 their pagan ,,·aJ·, a.s sacred. '1'}1us ,ve 
C'arned their enmity. But I really think 
these· people arc dcscrvir1g of ottr s;ympathy 
rather than ottr cninity. '' 

'' That's all very well, guv'nor, '' said 
Nipper, who ,vas standing -by. "Dicln't the 
brutes attack our camp? Didn't tl1ey herd 
tJ1e monsters togetl1er and stampccle them to­
\\"ards us?'' 

'' In their primitive minds the:y believe tl1at 
""e are here for the purpose of destro;·ing 
tl1e1n-and they acted under the inexorable 
la,v of self-preservation,'' replied Nelso11 Lee. 
''It is a pity that we have never l1ad the 
oppo1·tunity of approaching the Beast l\len 
peaceably, so that '\\·e co11ld sho,v them, by 
signs, that ,ve mean no harm. These mis­
ltnde1·standings are 11nfortt1nate." 

As Lee ,vas speaking he ,vas gazing acro..c;s 
a dark section of the vallr-y ,,·l1ere the 

nearest searcl1light, for the mo1ner1t, did TI(Jt 

penetrate. He coulcl see a flickering, lul'itl 
glo\\", . half-hidden b_y i11terve11i11g r11asscs oE 
,rcgetation. 

,. The Black Ha\vk's camp,'' mt1ttered Lee. 
as tho11gh speaki11g to l1in13e]f. .. He 11:L~ 
evident].)" pitched tl1e camJl near the 1·irr1 
of the great crater-a11cl., in <loing so, Jin 
has re,·ealcd l1is se11se of stra tegv. }i'or 11e 
tht1s holds the on]jt road ,,~hicl1 ieacls do\Y ~1 

to the great, cavern. Yet. I ,vonder \\·hat ttt"' 
Ha,vl, and his me11 are 11p to to-11ight. l 
have a mi11d to go scottting." 

'' Tl1at's a goocl idea, gtr\~'nor," said Nip1,r1" 
eagerly. '' I'll go ,vith J,.011. '' 

I T has been said tl1n t tho si t11n tion \\·a.~ 
strar1ge. Surely 11othing stra11gcr evct 
fell to tl1e lot of modern mnn ! 

It ,vas Lord Dorrimorc ,vl10 }1ad madt~ 
tl1e first rno1nentot1s disco,·ery-nncl he hn(! 
1nade it quite bj' accident ,vhilst on a Hight 
from England to the \,7 est Indies, and a f tPr 
being marooned l1t1r1rlreds of miles ot1t of l1i~ 
course dt1ring a great cJ·clone. He had founcl 
a lost fragmer1t of Atlar1tis ! ~~antastic 
tho1.1gh this seemed, Ne)s011 Lee believed 
that tl1e tl1C'orv \\1 as sottnd. .. 

It ,vas 011l~y a ti11y lnncl, a country C::'\.· 

tcndi11g t,venty· miles by fifteen miles, ancl 
guarded· on everJ,. coast by sheer cliffs-cliff~ 
that v.-·ent do,,,n,Yards ,vitl1ot1t a break:. \\"1th­
ot1t a de, .. iation from tl1e perpendict1lar, fc,t 
t,vo thousand feet! 

Trj,., if ~'~U ,vill, to imagine tl1at amaz­
ing land; a pinnacle of rocl~, ,vitl1 absoltttc-1)'" 
sheer sides. jtttting ttp fron1 the !--Ca for thrPe 
t.hot1sand feet! And for half tl1at distance 
the pinnacle v.·as completely e11 veloped iu 
eternal mist-the tl1ick, *impenetrable fog­
,vhich e,rerlastingly arose from the dcca~ri11g­
\veed of the Sargasso ! 

That, in a ,, .. ord, ,vas the situation. 
The adv·enturers had disco,,.ere<l something 

which had remained hidden for cot1nt.lcss ce11-
tt1ries. llere, in the heart, the centre, of 
the Sargasso Sea, stood this fragment oI 
land--its summit eternally above the clouds, 
bathed in semi-tropical sunshine. It \Vas a 
land ,,·here people a11d animals and reptile~ 
had beer1 cut off for reons. A11d so they had 
sur\'"ived i11 tl1eir original form. Prcl1isloric 
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man-prehistoric creatt1res of all kinds I And 
o,ving to the pect1lia1·ities of the islar1d, 
01·dir1ary ,·egetation failed to grow. Instead 
of grass the1~e ,vas a spongy, mossy -gro\\1 t.h; 
i11tead of trees there were enor1nous forests 
of de11se fungus. Yet the streams ,Yere clear 
and ptlre. 

Ai1d, more asto11isl1ing .tha11 anytl1ing else, 
there livecl, in the ,yery base of the 1·ock, 
a community of co1nparatively modern human 
bei11gs. They r1t1mbere<l over a thot1sand all 
told-men, ,, .. ome11 a11d children. They were 
tl1e descendants of pilgrims-pilgrims "·hose 
ships had been forced into the Sargasso, cen­
tt1ries earlier.. dt1ri11g a great storm. They 
had disco, .. ered the rork a11d• had settled 
there. 111 many V.'a~·s they had progressed, 
but, owi11g to their absolute isolatio11 f1-<?111 
the rest of the ,vo1·ld, they still used a quaint 
old E11glish form of speech. 

They lived in a great cavern, the floor of 
,vhich \\'as a n1iniature co11ntry in itself, eight 
miles across. Every day, for some hours, the 
sttn streamed into that ca,·erir throt1gh a 
,,ast, crater-like hole in tl1e roof; and thus 
the people had sur,·i,·ed. For the life-giving 
su11light had r~ached them and had -enabled 
them to grow their food. 

They Ii ved mostly on the 1·oots and grain 
,vl1ich tl1ey ma11aged to prodi1ce, s11pple­
me11ted by an e11dless supply of fish and 
birds-,vhich S\\'ar1ned by t~e n1J·riad rou11d 
the rocl{-and birds' eggs. 

The adventttrers l1ad discovered t]1at these 
people ,vere i11 tl10 tyra11ical grip of a black­
bearded ruflia11 named Si1neon Harke, ,vho 
had styled himself tl1e Black Ha,,,.k. He had 
ga_thered all the ruffia11s of the community 
aro11nd him, and he rttled 1·uthlessly, cruelly. 
He had murdered Amanda Peterson's 
fatl1er, \\·ho had been a just and peaceful 
''king.'' The Petersons, i11 fact, had been 
the 1·ecog11iscd leaders for generatioI1s. But 
Jonas Peterson had had no son, and so 
Simeon Harke had l{illed hin1 a11d had 
assumed command. 

It was Nelson Lee ,vho had discovered a 
rock tunnel, reached by s,vingi11g over the 
lip of the crater on ropes, '\\?hich led right 
down into the vast cavern. Simeon Harke 
-had . taken advantage of this t11nnel, a11d he 
had brought his men, fifty .strong, to tho 
island top-his intention being to destroy the 
intruders from the Outer World. ]tor, at 
heart, Harlie ,vas a pirate, a~d he resented 
the interference of the strangers. Moreover, 
he feared that h+s people v.·ould revolt and 
turn _against him. He had sworn to keep 
l1is po,ver. 

Bt,t, arriving on the is]nnd top, he found 
the ga1lant little ba11d well prepared. For 
Nelson Lee and his companions were armed 
to the teeth, ~nd their camp was a miniature 
fortress. During the daylight hours the 
Blacl< Hawk had not dared to attack, for 
Lee's camp ,vas situated on a rise, and it 
commanded the countr:yside in eve-ry. direc­
tio~.. So the day had passed q11ictJy, nnd 
Simeon IIarke had decided to at.tack after 
nigl1tfal~ llis fury ,vas tre1nendous \\'hen 

he .sa,v the searchlights blaze ot1t-for all 
about the little stronghold a false da:ylight 
,vas created. · It ,vas as difficult as c,·er to 
make a surprise attack. 

'' I OUGHT to be in this!'' said Handforth 
itggressi,,.eily. 
· He had j11st hearcl tl1at Nelson Lee 
a11d Nipper ,vere abot1t to go scout­

i11g, and J1e was filled witl1 i11Stant jealousy. 
He ,,·a11ted to go scouting, too. . 

'' Quite imposs., old son,'' said Dorrie, 
shaking his head. .. If yott go, there'll only 
be Un1lo~i and me left." 

'' But :you can look after the camp, can't 
~·ott? '' asked Handforth. 

'' ,ve 111ight-at a pi11ch," replied his Jord· 
sl1ip gravely. '' Bt1t if ,ve're to feel perfectly 
safe here, ,, .. o need yott. '' 

Handfo1·tl1 gave him a sttspiciot1s look. 
"Y 011 're 11ot pulli11g my leg, are, l:-011: sir ? ''· 

be asked. 
'' liy dear chap, \\1l1at an idea!'' protested 

Dorrie. 
Nelson Lee and Nipper were ready to de­

part. They k11ew that there were son1e 
risks, but they ,vere }lrepared to face t.hen1. 
'!'here ,vere the Beast Men, for example­
and tho great n1or1sters which roamed the 
isla11d during tl1e dark hours. Yet, ,vith the 
searchligl1ts pla:ying and the aero engines 
ht1mming, it \\"as not likely that any of t.he 
creat,ures ,vould be i11 this vicir1ity. No 
dottbt they' had all been scared a ",.ay-fa£ 
off, to the extreme end of the island. 

'' All I \\"ant you to do, Dorrie, is to keep 
tl1e searchlights pla)-ring away from this 
,,.alley for fully ten minutes,'' said Nelson 
Lee. '' That will c11able us to reach the 
shelter of the big fung,.1s forest. After tl1at 
you ca11 s,,ritcl1 the lights back for we shall 
·be under the shado,v of the hillside yonder. 
And if the Black Ha,,~k a11d his men are 
closely "Tatching the camp, they ,viii suspect 
nothing.'' 

"Go ahead,'' said Dorrie. "' Bt1t remem·ber, 
be careful!" 

'' I'll t-oss yott who goes ! '' said Handfort-11, 
tur11ing impttlsive]y to Nipper. '' Heads it's 
me, tails it's you." 

'' Rats ! '' grinned Nipper. 
greedy, Handy 11

' 

''Eh?''· 

'' Don't be 

'' You did your bit last night-,,t}1en you 
rescued Amanda from the Beast l\'Ie11, ' 1 went 
on Nipper. .. You did that job single-handed, 
and you did it well. ·Why can't you ·be .satis• 
fied? Dash it, it's my tttrn now!'' 

''H'm! Well, perhaps you're right,'' ad• 
mitted Har1dforth grudgingly. 

The· sttdden thought of Amanda robbed him 
of l1is eagerness to go. He came to the con­
clusio11 that it was his duty to remain­
virtually by Amanda's side, to guard her. 
For truth to tell, the romantic Har1dy had 
fall;n head over heels i11 love with this 
.s,veetJy pretty '' pirate " n1aid. Lord Dorri­
more had son1cthing of the same idea, a11d 
l1e chucliled. · 

... 
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'' \\ .. lint on earth has come over y·o11, 11 Z1ink ye I care ? " snappe·d the other 
Ila11dy ?" he nsked severely. "How can :yott savagelJ-·. 
thi11k of leavi11' the cam·p? If ) .. Ott go, \\rho's '' 'Tis full t\\ .. entJ·-fot1r hours and more since 
goin' to protect the damsel? Umlosi nnd I any of 11s touchec_l bite or sup," said Jonathan. 
,,·ill bo too busy ,vit.h the searchlights, and Betts. '' We came not hither for a )00 ,,. 

looki11' after the engines, an' seeing t.hat the sta~y, Sir Chief. \\lithout food or drink, th7\ 
gt111s are read:r. It's yoi1r job to pro,vl r,lu11d me11 gro\\7 \\~ear~y, e,·er1 rebclliotts. '' 
tl1e camp, a11d keep pretty close to Ar11n1K.ia. '' The Black Ha,vk grt1nted, . bttt made nr, 

'' Of co11rse, sir," said Ha11clforth, nollding. con1111cnt. He ,vas a gia11t of a· n1a11, ,vcJj 
'' I \YOttlcln't dream of leaving tl1e ca1np. It's over six feet in height, nnd broad propor­
a perfectly potty idea! 111 an)· ca~e, tl1ere'll tiouate])". A gr-Pat black beard festoo11e<l 
be no exciteme11t i11 this scot1ti11g ~ tL"ip. '' below a part of l1is force£ ttl face. His ,\·ho)(: 

The others smiled-althot1gl1 tl1cy· die.I not beir1g throbbed ,vith po,•;er nnd ,·italit:r- At 
allo,," Ha11dforth to sec those sn1iJes. A11d first sight one cou}d see that he ,vas ~ bo1:u 
almost at once, ,vithot1t ar1y fusR, Nelson Lee leader _of men_. Tl1erc ,,·as ~rso11al1t~· na 
a11d NippPr stole out of tho '' st0<.·ka<lc." Ono ever)· line of h1s rt1ggecl face; his e~ ... es, fierc(• 
of tl1c sea1·chligl1ts hacl bee11 extinguished · and l>olcl, ,\·ere the eyes of a l~ader. Arid 
temporarily, so that they could gt•t clear ,vhen he \\·alli:~, he \\·alked v;1th a n~tura! 
u,\·a~y ,vitl1out being observed. Jt°'r.>r the lllack S\vagger. .\ ~ant an~ongst rne11 ! _A p1rat.e ~ 
Ha,,~k and J1i.s men possessed. telcsco11cs, a11d J1ast Sl1ch a figure, indeed, as might h~,·e 
Nelso11 Lee \\"as takir1g no cluances. stepped 011t of the pages of a bucca11ecr1ng 

B h · h · 1 ndventttre tale. 
,, !,lt soon t e searchhg t wa;; ~w,tc;hc< ,~n The man by his side, Jonathan Betts, was 

aoam, . and by n_ow the scouts h,id got \\ ell nearlv as brn wnv and he was adorned by a 
,L\\'ay· into a h)111d patcl1. Th<'y ,\.t're out ., d b d" 'B · l h J. 
t .. _ ·t ·n if ·bl ~ ti 1 t tlie great re ear . ut ,t ,vas c ear t at ona-

-. 0 a~cet a.a , po~si e, cxac Y ,,, •a . tha11 Betts ''"n~i, a n1ero -follo\\·er. He hart 
]Jlnck Hawk was domg. neither the strength of character nor thl' 

T lfE enemy camp ,,~as astir. 
, At t}1e very n101nent ¥:hen Nelsor1 

Lee and Nipper \\'ere setting ot1t, tl1e 
. . Black Ha \\·k hi1nself, his face tht1n­

f]erot1s ,vith anger, ,,~as pacing t1p a11u do'\\"n 
bet.,veen two of tl1e rough fires \,·l1icl1 had 

·been made on the rocks, and ,vhicl1 y.·ere fed 
,•.ith cl1·ied creepers and dried -fungus. 

It ,,·as an impressive eno11gh scene. There 
,vere se,,.eral of these fires, and rottncl about 
th~m stood doze11s of quaintly a tti1·_od, st1l1en• 
looking n1e11. 'J,hey ,vere all of big ~tature, 
bea1-ded, pictt1resqt1e in their' l"t1ggeclncss. At 
their belt.s hung cu t.laases or· kni,res-an<i those 
belts, jtlst no\\ .. , were ,vell dra,,'n in. · 

The camp ,vas pitched on a rising slope of 
1~ock)1 grottnd; and, just beyoncl, stretcl1ed a 
vast gap, a chasm, fully a mile across. It 
,,,.as the great hole in the funnel-like roof of 
·tlae ca,rern. And from it glowed a strange, 
uncertai11 radiance. This radiance \\'as 
accompanied by a crooning, ht1mming noise, 
,vhicl1 ,vas cnt1sed by the heated air movi11g 
up,,·a11ds past t.hc rocks. 
· For do\vt1 helo,v, in the cavern, ht1ndreds 
of great flares ,vere blazing-11att1ral gas 
flares, ,,·hich were never exti11guish(\d.dhese 
flares dissipated the fog-that fog ·,vhicl1 clt1ng 
eternally rot1nd the ·base of· the rock. The 
commt111ity ,vhich lived within the ca,"ern, 
iho,ve,·er, \\'as not troubled by the n1ist, and 
tl1c air do,,,n there ,vas just as clear as the 
air at the sun1mit. Tl1e flares \\'armed tl1e 
atmospl1erc a11d kept the mist at bay·. 

"Bv· my bones and sine,,,.s ! " bt1rst out the 
Blaclc Ha,vk st1ddenly. '' It seems that tl1cse 
acct1rsed dogs have baffled t1s, Jonathan." 

'' A ,1'e, and 'tis ill work, I , .. o,,,., for 11s to 
remain,'' said the man who was b_y Simeon 
Harke's side. '' Ev·en no,v, Sir Chief, the 
men grumble and mt1tter amongst them­
selves.'' 

pcrsonali tJ... of his leader. 
'' Stab 1ny vitals, bnt these strangers are 

cle,:-e1·er than I thot1ght tl1cm ! " admitted tl1(• • 
Black llawk grudgingly. "They l1ave great 
lights S\\"eeping the cot111tr~lside, and 'tis im­
possible to approach i11 secret. Tl1 us ,ve ar~ 
pre,"ente<l from making the st1rprise attack l 
planned. \\" e l1a ve ,,raited througl1out the 
<lay for not1gl1t. '' • 

'' And \\·c .are like_ to wait tl1ronghout thc_a 
r1ight, too,'' said the other. '' Ancl the me11, 
witl1 empt~l' stomachs, are in a11 ill moo<I 
fo1· figl1ting. '' 

The Black Ha,vk glared at hin1. 
'' Let the men titter their complaints to 

mo if they ha,,.e any!" he said harshly. 
"\\"'here are these grumblers, these malco11-
tents? Bo11es and blood ! Are they ,veak­
lings, are tl1ey \\1omen, to falter bccat\Se thei!9 
insides lack a day's filli11g?" 

Simeon Harke spoke all the more savage}~, 
beca11se l1e knew that his men y,·~re jt1stified 
in being restive. \\"'as he not restive him­
self? '\\tas h·e not tortured by the pa11gs of 
l1t1ngcr? 

He ,yas fincling hims~lf compPlled to 1
' sing 

small,'' and tl1at °"·ns a t}Ji11g tl1c Blacli 
Havlk loathed. The enemJ·, altl1ot1gh Sttch 
an insignificantll? small force, held the ad• 
,,.antage. It was madness _to de11y the fa~t. 
"~it.h those great senrcl1l1ghts, and ,,·1tl1 
modern ,veapons, the:r cot1lcl def~,. ten ti1nes 
the nttn1ber of the Black Ha,\·k's men. 

And to attempt any attack ,\·ould be foll.;· 
-indeed, little better thn11 st1icidc. 

'' Hark ~ ... ca, Jonathan, I've been thinking!" 
snid the Black Ha,-."k sttflde11lJ·. '' As ~~on 
kno\\"·, 't\\ .. as the strangers who disco,·ered the 
,vay· dO\\"n into tl1e ca,·ern." 

'' Aye, a11d 't\\'as by cl1ance, too,'' said 
Jonathan. 

'' Let that. be as it may, tl1ere is b11t this 
one passage.'' ,vent on the Blacl~ IIa,vk. '' It 
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can only be reached by swinging over the lip 
of this grca t gap, n11d bJ"' laboriously S\\"aying 
on the rope and leaping upon a rock ledge. 
The t11n11el itself is so narro,v, in parts, that 
n1en car1 only go singly." 

'' .. ..\. perilous roacl, i11deed, '' muttered Jona­
than Betts, noddi11g. 

"The strangers crept clo,v11 upon us and 
spra11g ,\·ithout ,var11i11g," pursued Simeon 
Ifarkc4 '' Bt1t if the tt1nnel is blocked, ,vl1at 
tl1e11? Never agai11 car1 they descend-11nless, 
i11deed, they l<)\vcr thernselves on ropes from 
tl10 roof gap. Arid they ca11not do that 
,vitho11t tis being a,vare of their 1noveme11ts, 
uncl they \\~ottld thus fall _ direct i11to our 
l1ands. '' 

'' Never ,vottld they atte111pt such an in­
E-ane mo,·c, Sir Chief." 

'' 'Tis clear, the11," said the Black lla,vk, 
l1is voice f till of decisio11. '' Let tts descend 
tl10 tunnel. These strangers ca11 harn1 tts 
not if they are Ctlt off f ron1 tts. To attack 
them ,votild 111can the Joss of ma11y li,·es, 
a11d I ca11 ill spare an:r of :ye. efh11s vre shall 
descer1d at 011ce, and havi11g passec1 con• 
sidcrably do,v11 the t11nnel, ,,,.e \\"ill block it.'' 

'' Aye, 'tis a sto11t plan,'' said Jonathan 
Betts eagerly. "Block the tt1n11el, so that 
the strangers can 11ev~1· again desce11d to us? 
By my body, 'tis \\rell tl1ought of, Sir l~hief !'' 
than the Black Ha,vk realised, for he did 
11ot kno,v, thc11, ,vhat it porte11ded. 

CHAPTER 2. 
The Flying Death I 

,, LOOK, gt1v'nor !'' 
. Nipper, in an awed voice, called 

Nelson Lee's attention to the thing 
\\·hich s"'ung a1·ot1nd in the air, far 

overhead. He pointed up,,?ards., and Lee drew 
in his breath sl1arply. 

'' I think it has seen us, yo11ng 'un !'' 
And at the same moment he withdrew his 

· a11tomatic and slipped back the safety-catch. 
They ,vere approaching some projecting 

rocks on all-fou1·s, for just beyond those 
rocks -,\·as the Black Ha,vk's camp. They 
could see the rtiddy glow flickering beyond 
tl1e rocks. The '' \\"ooded '' cot111try had been 
left behind, and here all ,vas barren. It was 
11ecessary, therefore, to go ,vith extreme 
caution. For it wa.s possible that the Black 
Ha,vk had scouts hi1nself on the ,vatch. 

The night "·as starry, and Lee and Nipper 
c_rouched do,v11, watchi11g that thi11g which 
swung overhead. It ,-vas of enorll)ous siz~e­
a great, ,,agt1e, reptile-like monster ,vhich 
fluttered ro11nd i11 circles, getting gradually 
Jo,ver and lo,ver. It was probable, indeed, 

· that the cre:itt1re -had sec11 Lee and Nipper. 
''It is of the pteradacty 1 species, ' 1 whispered 

Lee. '' Bttt ,vhat a size! In ,·arious parts 
. of the ,vorld, I belie,,.e, tho bones of pre­
l1istoric pteradact:yls have been fottnd, and 
some have meast1red ns 1:nuch as t\\·enty feet 
from ,,Ying-tip to l\"'jng-tip. But this creature 
is infinitely larger, Nipper.'' 

-- -

'' Th ' I -e~; re savage, aren't they, si1 .. ? mean, 
they've got teeth ? " 

.. Enormous mouths, with deadly teeth,''· 
agreed Lee. '' Got your gun r·cady ? Better 
to let the Black Hawk know that we are 
near by thar1 to allow this creatt,re to s,voop 
down a11d snap at tts. '' 

But the flying 111011ster, havi11g descender{ 
to ,vithi11 fifty fect-,vhere its grent Ha(lpi11g 
,vings seemed to fi]l the whole sk)·-sl,ot off 
at a tangent, rising high as it did so. No 
do11llt the close proximity of t.he Black Ha,vl{'S 
camp frighte11cd it n,vay. 

I..4ee gave a little gru11t. 
"That was 11gly, l-·ou11g · 'un, '' he murmured. 

'' Tl1e i11fer11nl thi11g ca1nc far too close to 110 

comfortable. By ,Ja1nes, I'd ]{ke to get a 
sight of 0110 of the111 i11 the day-tirne a11d 
take a photograph." 

'' If ,\·e do11't, g1.1.v'11or, nobo<ly ,vill be­
lie,re 11s \\'"hen we get back to civilisatio11, '' 
repliecl Nip.per. '' 'fhink of tl1e stories ,,·o 
sl1all be able to tell--'' 

And then he stoppetl abruptly. For J1e 
had just rcme1nbererl that tho Sky Wanderer 
,vas a partial '\\,.reek. There .: ·vra.'1 no cer-
tainty, i11dcecJ, tl1at any of them ,,·ot1ld e,·er 
return to the Outer W 01·ld. 

But these ,\·ere not the thoug11ts for the 
moment. Nipper thrust them aside as he 
and Lee C'rept on. 

They had little or no fear· of being s11r­
priscd by the primiti,·e Beast ifcn. Those 
t·emarkable huma11s had been effectually 
frightened off-mainly by· the strength of the 
Black Hawk's party . 

.. Easy, )·oung 'un, easy,'' murmured Lee 
Sttddenly. 

Black 1·ocks loomed ahead of them, and 
tl1ey ""ere able to stand upright. They c1·ept 
cautiously forward, t1ntil it was possible for 
tl1em to peer round the rocks. 

They ,,·ere looking right into the Black 
Hawk's camp; they could see the dying fires 
and the great abyss which was the hole in 
the cavern roof. 

'' Hallo, hallo!'' said - Lee keenly. '' Our 
fl'iends appear to be i11 f ltll retreat.'' 

There wasn't a dot1bt of it. Only a fe,v 
men could be seen, and these "·ere prepar­
ing to swing themselves over the lip of the 
crater on tought black ropes mnde from 
dr1ed seaweed. 

Evea while Nelson Lee arid Nipper watched, 
the last of the men vanished from sight. 
And the nearly dead camp fires told the rest 
of the story. The Black Hawk had aban­
doned the position! He was rett1rning by 
the road he had· come. 

'' Hunger deprives men of their courage nnd 
determination, Nipper,'' murmured Lee 
dryly. '' Apparently our friends came on. this 
expedition in the belief they would obliterate 
us in the first hour.'' 

'' And no,v they're going back,'' whispered 
Nipper. .. Jolly goocl thing, too I Good rid• 
dance 1 Sl1all ,ve go forward, and let them 
kno,v that we hal-·e spotted the move?'' 

'' I think not, ,t replied Lee. '' Better to 
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let the Black Ha,vk imagine . tJ1at ,ye are 
iu ig11ora11cc of this dc, .. elopn1ent. '' 

Lee \Vas thinking, and prese11tly he put his 
tl1oughts into \Vords. 

''\,re ,v ill go bnck to the camp, Nipper," 
11e said, '' and \\1e will bring Umlosi back 
,,·itll t1s-to say nothing of variot1s materials. 
And ,ve will take steps to gt1nrd the lip of 
the crater-so that these er1cmies, nt least, 
ca11not again reacl1 the top of tl1e island." 

It has been said that great 111inds tl1ink 
a!ike. Here ,vas Nelson Lee plannirag on 
exactlv the same lines as tl1e Black Ha,\·I, ! .. 

As no good purpose co11ld be served by 
1·e111nining, Lee proposed ar1 immediate re• 
turn. So 11resently he and Nipper "·~re strid-­
i!lJ{ briskly tl1rough the gloon1 to,vards the 
glo,v -of the searchlights, ,vhich sho,ver.! 
brightly over a rin1 of hills in tl1e distance. 
'l'lte pair, ho,vever, ,vere now i11 complete 
shado,v. 

There \\·ns no 11eed for catttion this tirne. 
'Il1e:r ,,=-alked openly, and botl1 ,vcre feeling 
elated. The retreat of the Black Hn,,·k \\"as 
in tl1e nature of a victory for the defenders. 

'' Now that ,,·o arc freed from the imme­
diate n1enace of those rascals," saicl I~ee, 
.. ,,·e may have a chance of establishing com• 
111i1nications, as it ,vere, \\·itl1 tl1c Beast 
llen." 

, .. \\ron't it be risky, gu\·'nor ?'' 
'' I don't like the thought of boing at 

flr1mit.Y ,vith those primitive people," St&!d 
Lee grttfflJ'· '' They have done tts no harm, 
a11cl ,ve desire them no l1ar1n. It is a totally· 
tliff cr('ttlt case from that- of the Black Ha,, .. k 
a11d his 111en. They are intelligent-a11d 
evillv intelligent. Moreover; I am very keen 
to go amongst this si11gular tribe. Perhaps 
:',"Ou do not realise just ,, .. hat that tribe is, 
Nipp~r?" 

'' I confess, gav'nor, I haven't given tl1e 
beggars mt,ch thougl1t, '' said NipfJer. '' I 
mean, they'\9 0 been after our blood, a11d 
\\'e've 1·egardcd them as rutl1less savages--'' 

"That is the ,vrong attitt1de, '' interrtipted 
Lee. '' This tribe, I believe, is a trt1e thro,, .... 
llack, as it ,-.·erez of prehistoric man. Tho 
J)eople are not niggers, 11or savages of that 
tv11e. I believe tl1ey are a relic of an ancie11t 
'\\·hite race-living, to.day, ir1 the same prime• 
,·al condition a.s their prel1istoric ancestors. 
And it is a thousand pities that ,vc sl1ould 
b(\ at enmity ,vitl1--'' . 

He broke off, for Nipper l1ad su<ldenJy 
p1c,ced an t1rgent hand 011 his nrn1. 

'' There it is again, gu v'nor. '' mu tterecl 
tl1e lacl. '' Great. Scott.! I'll bet tJ1e vile 
tl1ir1g l1as been keeping us in sigl1t al I rl1e 
tin1e ! " 

They stood in a clear space, do,,,.n in a 
sl1allo,v hollo,v. There \\'ere none of the 
fl1ngus '' bushes " near them, and ttnderfoot 
tl1ere \\.Q8 lhe mossy, grass-like growth ,vl1icl1 
v,~c-, so pleasant to l\"·alk ttpon. 

And, · hovering overhead, a black sinist~r 
sht1pe ! 

Nelson Lee nodded grimly. It ~·:ls tl1e 
pt~radactyl.. And Nipper v.·as probably right; 

· tl1e ftyini reptile had marked them as ·its 

prey·, and l1ad keJ)t them in s;ght c, .. er since 
the:y had first observed it. 

~' BE'tter ha,re yoti~. gnn r('lacly, you11g 'ttn, '' 
said Lee shar1,ly. It seerns to be get.ti11g 
readv for a swoop.'' 

E;en as he spoke, he jerlied 011t l1is O\\'"n 

automatic. The fl)Ting monster, several 
l1undrcd fl'et ttp, suddenl~y spread ot1t its great 
\1t1ir1gs and dived-a straight, graceful glide. 
A11d like an arro\\" shot fror11 a bo,v, it ,v,ts 
coming do\\·n to,vards the f)air. 

Crack! Crack! 
They fired si1nt1ltaneot1sly·, a.nrl, curiot1sly 

cr&e:11gh, e 1:cn as the report:s so11nde<I, NitlIJer 
realised tl1nt tl1eir friends, i11 camp, \\;Oul,i 
l:c-ai- 11otl1ing. } .. or tl1e~y ,,·ere still a co11-
sidcrable clistance n,,~a)1

, and the 1,urring 
dror.e of tl1e acro•engi11es \\·oultl tlro,v11 the 
reports. 

S11i.jl-snap ! 
A sltiver rar1 do,,·r1 Niplll'r's spine as l1c 

hcnrcl that 01ni11011s souncl. Tl1e Ptcradact)rl, 
cl1tcked \\·he11 0111,· a fe\\' feet above tl1eir 
l1eads, - ,·eere{I off ,vi th a grr-a t 11(1pp~ng a 11rt 
dl'agging of it5 leather:.' ,vi11gs-. Ancl the 
'' s11ar:,-sr1ap '· l1ad bee11 caused bj· tl1c closi11g 
of it.3 enormous ja l\~s . 

In t1te starligl1t, N i1lper en ugl1t a glimpse 
of teeth-great, hideot\s!' jagged fa11gs. 11l1e.r 
l1nrl snapped, in fact, not 6ix feet a,,,a~' fro111 
Nelson Lee-a11cl tl1en the creature ,vas ott· 
~ gai11, circlir1g into the n ir. 

"({1l,·'nor !" gasped Ni1>per, l1orrifiecl. 
'' lnfer11nl tl1ing ! ~, sna}Jpecl Lee savagely. 

'' IlJ· Heaven! \\''l1at a Tot1l crentttr.e ! Then 
it mea11s bttsines.s, too, Nipper! Look! It's 
circling agait1-getting ready to make anot.l1er 
S\\"OOp ! l doubt if our· pi~tol-shot !tall a11.y 

effect..'' 
Nippe1~ ,vns startlcd-b11t he did not take 

h:s gaze from tl1nt omir1ous, ciicling &l1npe. 
''.You n1ean-the bullets arc no good at 

nll ?, ' he a.5kccl. 
'' The J>terndact)·l is a speei~s of , fly·ing 

lizr.rcl, a11d its l1ide, no dot1bt, is ~ tot1gi1 
as that of a rl1inoceros,'' replied Lee. •• And 
an automatic· pistol is abot1t aa m11cl1 use 
aJ a popg11n against tl1e rl1ino, Nipper. Even 
a11 elepha11t gun is 11ot effective ttnlefi.s ~'OU 
I1np1Jen to ain1 in a Vtll11erable s,pot. '' 

Cracli-crack•crack ! 
As Lee finished speal,ing l1e fired tl1~cc 

rapid shots. Nippl'r did the sa1nc-. Tiu~ 
Pt.<'radact~rl ,vas again attacliing, ancJ there 
l\ras something horriblJ,. ferocio11s in its .. swoop. 
It came straigl1t at the pair, and the~r caugl1t 
a gli1npsc of the glean1i11g, ,, .. icked e~"e.s; tl1ey 
sa,v the enor1nol1s ja,v.s oper1, and tl1ey si\\V 
t!1e rov.·s of foul teeth. 

'' J)odge ! '' ron red Lee. 
Nipper, gulping, leapt. aside. The t.hing 

carrte almost to the ground, a11<l ~elso11 Lee 
movecl even faster than Nipper. 

Snap! 
IJ ~ aroided tl1e closing ja \VS h,· a hai1·'-s-

. breadth, leaping aside, and at · the same 
1nc,reent a portio11 of the Pteradactyl's 
lc·ntl1el'~" ,,,i11g struck him, and l1e staggered. 
fie pi~ched agai11st. the monstrosity's neck, 
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n11d '\\"i th tl1e SJJeed of a striking snake, the 
deadly ja\VS s,vung rou11d again. 

Nelso11 Lee jt1n1ped-a11d there was only 
one ,vny i11 Vlhicl1 ho cot1ld jump to a,,.oid 
tlte attack:. He atte1nptcd to lea11 clean across 
the crcatttre's 11eck, for 110w it was practically 
on tl1e grot1nd level. He jt1st failed, clutched 

· _at tl10 11eck, and he felt a heave. Ile clung 
there gri1nly. 

'' Gt1v'11or !'' yelled Nipper, in horror. 
For tl1e Pteradact;yl ,vas rising again-its 

er1c11nous ,Yi11gs beating the air po,verfully. 
Arid there ,,ras Nelso11 J~ee, cl11tcl1i-ng at the 
n1011ster'.s 11eck, rising higl1cr a11d higher ,Yith 
it. 

''Jump, gt1v'11or ! ,t. shriek:ed Nipper. 
But it ,,.,as too late for Lee to jump. The 

det-ecti ve 1~11e,v tl1at ,,. hen he pre1Jared to do 
f-iO. Ile ,vas ·fif t.y f cet t1p already-and a fall 
\\'011ld 1nea11 broke11 limbs, if 11othing '\\ .. orso. 
Sc,·etlty-fi,·e feet-a hundred feet! 

·up arid llp ! 
If tl1ere ,vas any compensation in this 

dreadful positio11, it ,,Tas the faCi. that Lee 
\\"a.s conaplctely ot1t of reacl1 of the Ptera­
dactJ·l'.s ja,vs. \\i,.hile he cl1111g to tl1e leathery 
11eck, 110 l1arm could come to him. But -he 
l\Tas bei11g take11 higher and higher, ancf the 
tl1ought can1e to him, ,~iith a sl1uddery feel­
i11g rippling do,,·n his spine, that the Ptera­
dact.:yl ,vas settir1g off for its o,vn haunt­
,vherc, perhaps, there ,vere others of its kind. 
Better- to drop,· and meet death suddenly, 
tha11 to a,,·ait sttch a fate! 

'' Guv'nor !'' came a last despairing cry from 
Nipper. 

The lad stood do,vn there, helpless. E,,.en 
, i.f a b11llct ,,?ould 11a ve inflicted mortal injury 
to the flying monster, Nipper dared not fire. 
lie oould 011ly sta11d tra11sfixcd, stari11g with 
sickened fear Agai11st the sky, ,,·ith its bril­
lia11t spangle of stars, he cottld sec the 11gly 
black 1ha1Je of tho Pteradactyl, sprav.·ling 
ac-ro~s the heavens, and he cot1ld distinguish 
a?1 additional bulge at the thing's neck. He 
knc,v that that bttlge \\·as Nelson Lec-cling-
111g there for his life. 

'' Guv'nor-guv'nor 1'' sobbed Nipper des .. 
perately. 

lie ,,·as almost demented ,vith the ghastli-
11ess of the situation. It had co1ne so t1n­
ex11cetedly. One moment Nelson Lee had 
bee11 there, a11d tl1e next 1noment he ,vas 
gon~-soaring up,vards with that hateful 
reptile. 

Nelson Lee himself kept his head-as he 
al,, ays kept it, no matter }10,v perilous tl1e 
situation. 

For tl1c moment he was safe. The Ptera­
dact:yl cottld not harm him lvhilst H)·ing. And 
Lee i11stir1cti,·ely kne,v that his ,\·eight ,vas 
too 111t1cl1 for the monster. It ,,~as Hying 
laboriottsly, heavily. And, i11deed, there '\\"a.'5 

110 dot1bt in Lee's n1i11d that the fll·i11g reptile 
,vas the more disco111fitcd of tl1e t\\·o. It 
was fieci11g no,v-frighte11ed by tl1e st.rang(~ 
thing ,vhich clung to its neck. -

A11d it ,vas flying at rn11dom, circling, 
diving, and then climbing again. It took 
Nelso11 Lee all his time to cli11g tigl1t; but 

he jabbed his knees into tl1at cold, reptilian 
nccl{, a11d lie clt111g to ,vl1at l1a11d-grip ne 
could fi11d. 

Once the Ptcradactyl fle,v right across tI1e 
mile-,vide ope11ing of the big caver11. A11d 
Nelson Lee, stari11g do\\"11, sa,v the t,\~inkling, 
qt1ivcring lights of tho great Hares; 110 evc11 
sa,v one or t,vo figtires 011 the rocli ledge, a 
ht1nclred foot or so belo,v the st1rface. Tl10 
Black Ha,vk arid his men ,vere jt1st commenc­
ing their long jour11ey <lo,v11 the difilc11lt 
tt1nnel. 

N o,v the Ptcradact.y l ,vas clin1bi11g }1~l1cr, 
ev·ery 011e of its 1nove1nents laboured. Nclso11 
L~e's ,veight \,·as killi11g. ·1~re,sently, Lee 
bccan1e a,\Tare of the fact that a11otl1er of 
tl1e creatt1res "·as -8yi11g comparatively near 
by; tl1ey uttered strange cries, and there l\"as 

110 dot1bt tl1at they ,vere calling to one 
another. But the second 0110 kept well a"·a,y. 
It ,vas t111certain. 

J~ee k11e,v that a fight ,vas going on. IIis 
strange steed \Yas striving to keep in the nir, 
using e,·ery ounce of its stre11gtl1, But I .... ce's 
\\?eight ,,·as too mucl1. Gradually bttt st1rely 
tl1e Pteradact:yl ,,,as being exha11sted. And 
Lee soo11 bcga11 to hope. TJ1e situation, per .. 
haps, \Yas not so bad as it had at fi1·st seemed. 

For, before long, the t-l1ing Vlo11ld be 
forced to the gi;ou11d. Lee k11e,v that l1e 
vrot1ld l1e able to jttn1p for it at the rigl1t 
moment; a11d no doubt the Pteradactyl 
,,~ottld be so cxhattstcd and so terrified by 
its experie11ce, that it wottld no longer sho,v 
flight. Tl1e chances were that it \\~ot1ld be 
only too glad to be rid of Lee's weight, and 
wottld fly off. 

'l'he detective's confidence returned in full 
as he reasoned out tl1c position, and sa,v 
that the Pteradactyl ,,,as gradually getting 
11earer and 11earer· to the ground. 

But thi11gs t11rned ottt ,~cry diff erent]y ! 
''By James!'' ejaculated Lee a ,,·ith sudden 

concern. 
For he sa,,~, to l1is dismay, that his steed 

,,,as no,v flying out o, .. er the extremity of tl10 
isltt11d. He had not bargained for this. Tl1e 
grotn1d, t,,·o ht1ndred feet below, ,vas left 
bchi11d. He ,vas out beyond the cliffs-l1e 
cot1ld see them, sheer and smooth, on his left. 
And, belo,,,._tl1reo thousa11d feet of space I 
Half-,vay do,,?n that dreadf t1l drop, the clot1ds 
obsct1red tl1e ,·ie,v--or, rather, the mist. And 
110,,·, finding its ht1rden 1nore and more irk­
s01ne, tl1e J">teradactyl was dropping rapidly. 
It hncl apparently given up the st111ggle, a11!l 
,,·as di, ... i11g do,,·11-do,vn ! 

Already it ,vas m1tcl1 too late for Nelson 
Lee to n1ake a11y move. He was far belo,v 
t.l1e level of the isla11d top. The cJiff s ,vere 
at -his left, not n1ore than fifty or sixty feet 
a,vny. 1-\11d he ,-.Tas being carried do,vn"·ards 
i11to tl1e mist-do,vn to,vards the tangled 
n1orass of tl1e Sargasso. 

Jtist ,Yhe11 he had bee11 hoping that tl1e 
adve11ture n1ight e11d in his favour, he found 
hin1Self face to face with this ne,v danger. 
At tl1at 111oment, i11deed, the great detective 
believed that his last hour had come. He 
was bc~To11<l the reach of his friends. IC 
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The prehistoric bird rose high In the air 
its enormous wings beating powerfully. 
And there, hanging desperately from its 
neck was Nelson Lee. '~ Jump ! ,. 

shrieked Nipper. ._But it was too late ! 

,\-o: ilcl }1n,·c bee11 i1n1lossil)lH for NipJ)er to 
f)ll()'\\. tl1e tlight <>f tl1e Pteradac_t~·l, art<l 
thas lie a11cl Dorrie n11c! tl1e othC'rs \\'Ould 
11:,\·c llO h:no,vled_g-e of ,vl1at. hatl befallen 
l1i111. l~ven so, tl1e_y cotdd l1a•;e renclcretl 
' . . 
11in1 no :l!-~l~tnncP. 

The fly·ing reptile ,,·a5 n1nkin 6 st.range 
r~oi3~.) 110,v, and 1.1cc eo11ld see tl1at it5 
j._l\YS \Yere half-oJJen, n11d it ,vn~ clc-ar!.r 
in a1t exl1anstecl conclition. It hnd C'at·ricd 
011 tl1e fight st.ubborr11y, bt1t Xel~on I4ec's 
,\-eigl1t \Yas telling 111ore and 111orc eyerJ· 
ln nrne11t. 

])o\,·n t.hev ,vent-c]o,r11-- Lee sl1d­
clen Iy· foun(l., hin1self c11velopecl ir1 th irk 
rni.,t. HP lo~t all ~~ns0 of di~tnnc-c: llut 
l1e kne\v tl1at tl1e Pteraclact,-l's descent- ,vas 

~ 
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l1ec·on1in,g more a11d more a l1eadlong plung·e. Tl1e cl(..-L~1clive seizecl l1is el1~uicc-tl1e 011:J 
'l'l1ere ,vas a cha11ce that tl1ey \VOltld botl1 ue cl1ance, perl1aps, tl1at lie ,vould g·pt, 
r-rn~l1e:d to deatl1 ,vl1cn t.]1e_y strnck the Ee~- - I-I~ rt•leased l1is grip, a11d the 11ext sc·cond 
,,-ecd, for Amanda hacl tolr1 hi111 tiiat t.he Sar- l1c slitl1e1t•ri ir,to SJ)ace. Tl1c Pteraclactyl ga-.·e 
ga~,o ,\·eed \\·as packe(] so tigl1tly roltncl the Yent to nnotl1'e1· tdttco11s er)·, ancl--
j:3ia ntl l hat vcr)1' little of the sea itself cot1ld be ,.f 11 ud : 
~;,(•t'n. }"'or .al11)o~t a 111ilc. fron1 nn,y coast., tl,c~ Lee strttek. tl1c i.\·c-c·d, ~rill l1e f(~:t the 
~;f•~1,veed ,Yas so concer1trnted tl1at it lav in gi,,ing ttnc.lt--r l1i1l1 lil~e gigantic Sl)Onges. 

. ju1r1lJl(•d 11--assp:; \\·ith n1an~ .. l1illockB, forced rolled o\·er, flounderrc]. n11cl all nrouncl 
up h)· tl1e st~_·cr1gth of t.l1e Hncler-ct1rrent. arose a pn11ger1t, fi~l1y·, noxious o(lour. 

stuff 
H<' 

}1 illl 

IIis tl1ougl1ts ,Yero nrre~tc-d l,v a ,vil<l Tl1e PteradactJ·l hncl ,·a11isl1ecl. a!1(l for so_n1c 
sc-rec-cl1ing (·r~l fron1 tlie n1011~ter: \\ .. it}l a 1110111er1ts Lee C?ulcl l1ear the Ho1s~ .. flapJ)1ng 
1-:l.,t despairing effort, it l)rong■ltt its rrrent of 1_ts ~trang~ \\~111g~. Ar;d tho souucl les;)e11e'::l 
, · ~ · t · t · n • .• --- d 1 ~ _ .. 0 

• u n t tl It Ya 111 sl1 e cl a 1 ~ o ge ~hf\ 1-. 
' ing:, 111 0 nc ion, . 11 n1)pin~ 111 a J'. .i: et it i\"'t'lson .L~e ,,,·as left a:one-~lone i11 tl1e 

,va3 a slo"·· lal10r1ous efl!lrt. Tlte great spong.r Sat·gasso ,veed, surrounde(l 011 all 
rc-r,t.ile heeled oYcr 6\\·erY1ng, ancl for n. sicle ,J\- clei1se n1ists. 
seco11d Nel.sot1 J__.,ee cnt1gl1t a glirn1-1se of tl1e Jr1 trut.l1t it ,\·as n rase of falling otit 0 · 

11.1cl~ecl \\·ced, inst belo,v. the frJ·ing•11an int() tl1e tire! 



10 '' ·rBF= ROARING RAILWAY!''· Powerful ,ara of the'' Iron Roa4 

CH A PT ER 3. shot1ld close it. So let there be no ft11·tehr 
The Blocking of the Tunnel. '' 'TIS a likely er1ot1gh spot,'' said tl1e 
Black Hawk, as he shook the pe1·-
spiration from his streami11g he@_d. 

He nnd his men l1nd descended a 
f 1.lll tlaot1sand feet. They ''"ere abot1t half­
\Vay do,\·11; a11d at this point tho tu1111el 
,vide11e<l out i11to· a veritable cav·er11-a great 
fisst1re i11 the rock, sla11ting steeply, t111evenly 
shape<l, ,vidc i11 some places, the11 11arro,ving, 
at1d tl1e extremities of the fissure ,vere lost in 
tl1e black shado,vs. 

It \\,.ns a \\·cird scene. . 
All those stro11g, brt1tal me11, pcrspiri11g 

fron1 the l1cat of tl1eir exertio11s-for it had 
bee11 a gruelling, stre11t1ot1·s descent. The 
temperatt1rc, too, ,vas higl1, ar1d the air, i11 

1nany parts of the tunnel stt1ffy .. It did not 
irnprove n1atters to ttse great ila1'1ng torches; 
lJt1t the Blacl, Ha,,·k a11d his 111c11 had no 
otl1e1~ 1near1s of illtttninat.ion. A11d tl1cy ,vere 
alread)· co11scrving these torches, for Jhey 
had no de.sire to be left in tl1e total aark• 
llCSS. 

'' \\"hat manner of plan do ye propose, Sir 
c.~hicf ?'' asked 011e of the men. 

'~It· sl1ot1ld be simple enot1gh to block the 
tt1nncl, Simo11, '' replied tl10 Black Ha,vk. 
'""We need bt1t to move the rocks yonder, and 
ti1e tt1nnel, whel'c it narro,vs, · ,vill tht1s be 
filled. '~I.1is a spot whe1·e ,vo might venture 
io heave at the rocks ,vithotit danger to our­
sel \·cs. For tl1ere is space h(tre, a11d should 
tl1ere be a. colla1Jsc of rocl{, 110 ill ,,·ill befall 
ltS. '' . . 

'' 'fhink· ~~e it a good plan to block the 
tt11111cl, Sir Chief?', asked J anathan Betts. 
'' I have bee11 thinking mt1ch dt1ring 011r 

<lescent, tht1s far. If ,ve bar the tt111nel, 
so that the strangers n1ay 11ot ngai11 
clescend, ,ve also bar it so that ,,~e arc no 
]011ger able to get to tl1e island top.'' 

'''\Vhat ·matters?'' demanded Simeon Harke 
sharply. 

'' !11 all these ccntttries ,ve have found no 
\Vay to reach tl1e upper air-and now, ,vhen 
t l1a t ,,·ay is fo1111d for tts, ,vo talk of b]ocking 
it,'' said J onatl1a11. "'rl1i11k ye it is ,vise, 
Sir Cl1icf? '' 

''It is ,vise becat1se I ha·ve so decided,'' 
replied the Black Hawk promptly. '' Rot my 
slci11 ! '''hat need have ,ve, fools, to t1se the 
1.1pper IJart of tl1e islar1d? 'Tis half a day's 
jot1r11cy frorn tl1e cavcr11-a11d a plagt1ey un .. 
}Jleasa11t jot1r11ey at that! A11d ,vhnt manner 
cJf tJlacc is it, after all is said? Grass ,,Thic}1 
·is 11ot grass, trees ,vhich are 11ot trees! Fot1l 
f11ngt1s nr1cl tl1e like. .~y, a!1d stra_ngc savage 
1nc11 ,vho ,vot1ld tScck to kill 11s 1£ ,vc \\"ere 
11ot i11 great strength.'' 

'' 'Tis all true!" said Simon Lane, nodding. 
'' Like as not these savage men will thcm­

sel\~es find tl1e ttinne1, and seek to desccncl 
t1po21 11s, in great 11umbers," contint1cd the 
Blaclc Ha,vk:. "There may be a l'enson or 
t,\·o ,vl1y ,ye sI1ot1ld leave tl1e t11nnel open; 
but there are a tl1011sand reaso11s ,vhy ,ve 

idle talk.'' 
I-le made s11rc that the last of his men had 

oon1c do,Y11. The11 he climbed up the steep. 
rocky slope to the spot "~here the tu11ncl 
sharply 11arro,,~ed. 'l~hc other men ,vcre 
sta11di11g belo\v l1i111, in t11e great ope11ing of 
t.he fiss11rc, and some held their flaming 
torcJ1es aloft. The air ,\·as thick ,vith tl10-
pungcnt smoke f ram tho torches, and a great. 
ma11y of tl1ose 111e11 were already see1ning 
nervottS. 

IIungry, tired, thirsty, their one thought: 
\\~as to get back to their own ''country.'' 
There they ,vot1ld be able to get. food and 
1~est. This delay incensed them. But not a 
n1an dared to challenge the Black Ha,vk's 
order. 

lt ,vas found that tl1ere were some great 
slabs of rock, 11car that 11arro,v part of the 
tu1111el ,vl1icl1 secn1ed separate from the rest. 
rrhcy ,,·ere 11ot loose, but the .8laclc Ila\\~ k 
be] ieved t.l1ey could be loosc11ed. And if they 
shifted, tl1ey ,vo111d crasl1 sicle,va~ys over the 
narro,v tt1nncl, filling it. 

'·Bring· ropes!'' con1manded the Black 
Ha\\rk. '' Let them be secured to these jut­

'\i11g 1-ock~. Every rope n1t1st be used." 
He ,vas determined to ha,·e his way. The 

mer1 had brought all the great sca,, .. eed 
stra11ds ,vith tl1em. A11d they were, indeed, 
ropes of cxtraordi11ary stre11gth. These were 
fixed rottnd tho rocky p1~ojections, and afi 
least half a dozen of the great cablea 
stretched do,,·11 the 1.rocl,y slopee, to be held. 
by the men. 

''\\7hat 0£ the danger, Sir Chief?t' asked 
Janathan Betts 1t11easily. ''If there is a 
greater fall than ,ve desire, it 1night mean the 
filling of the tt11111el ,vhere \\"C do not desire 
·t ,, 
) . 

'' All·ay ""ith your objections!'' roarecl 
Simeon Harke. '' Pull, 111en ! Pull hard! 
l\Iay n1y marro,,,.s rot if ye're not a covlardly 
cre\V ! " 

I-Io urged them on ,vith ma11y a bitter 
tau11t, and tl1c 111c11, grasping at tl1e ropes, 
hea, .. ed "1"ith all their strer1gth. They strained 
and tt1gged, a11cl at first it Beemed that the 
1·ock ,vould 11ot 1nove. Ther1, suddenly, there 
,vas a rt1n1blc, a clatte1·, in1mediately follo,ved 
by a crashing and tht1ddi11g and thundering. 

~, Stand a,, .. ny !'' yelled Jonathan Betts. 
The men dropped the ropes and ran, many 

of them f a1ling on the steep, rocky slope. 
The Black Hn,vk himself stood back, startled, 
prcssi11g himself against the wall of tho 
f16St1re. Almost immediately he was obliter• 
ated by a great crowd of flying dust. Curses 
and shot1ts EOttndcd from every side. 

(jrash-ru111ble crash I 
'' Split my ,vi11d1Jipc !'' gasped the Black 

Ha,vl<. 
He t11ot1ght tl1at it "·as his last moment. 

He ct1rsed himself for h:s folly. He \\'as an 
arrogant man, and, in his o,vn opinion, he 
,vas al\\·ays rigl1t. Others ,ve1·e always wrong. 
Ile l1ad 11evcr drea1ned that tl1ere would be 
such a catacl_r .. 8m as this. 
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''The tunnel's falling on us-'ti~ deat-h for 

us all!" screamed one man. 
'' Ay, 'tis the end I', 
'' Out of my ,vay, fool!'' 
Floundering in the fog of du~t, the n1en 

"·ere panic-stricken. 
The tltnnel \\·as being clo~ed only too ,veil. 

Bt1t at last t-l1e rumbli11gs and crashir1gs st1b-­
sided-nnd the men were astonished to find 
themselves still alive. But M yet they cot1ld 
see notl1ing. 

Crash-rumble-crash! 
Tl1ere ,vas another fall, arid great splintC:'rS 

of rock fell ttimbling do,\"n the slopes, split­
ting as tl1ey struck, sending showers in all 
dir~ctions. l\:lany of the men \\"ere cut and 
grazed; some had been bo,vled over, and 
oadly bruised. But, rniraculot1sly enough, 
11one of t-hc1n ,,,ere seriously hurt. 

Again came silence-and, with it, a gradual 
c-learing of the dt1st. 

'' 'Tis a miracle!'' said Jonathan Betts 
l1oarse]y. _ 

Ile had kept comparatively near to his 
lender; but the Black Ha\\" k, altl1ot1~h hear• 
ir1g the words, made no comment. Tne other 
me11 had retreated to the lo,ver · section of 
t.l1is fissure, ,vhere it d\\"indled, once again, 
i11to a comparatively narro,v tun11el. 

'' May be 'tis but a lull," came a voico 
tl1rough tl10 dust. '' Why does not Sir Cl1ief 
command us to press on?" 

'' Let e,·ery man remain ns he stands l'' 
sl1ot1ted the Black Ha'\\ .. k harshly. ''\Vhen ,ve 
res111ne the descent, I shall iead. Silence, ye 
dogs!'' 

'l1l1e voices cf'ased, but there ,,·ere sti 11 
some grim mtttt.erings. For the men ,,·ere 
s{\ared. They- had a terrible fear-and it 
,\·as not at all t1nnatt1ral-that there \\"Ottld 
be a ft1rtl1c-r fall of rock, and one ,,·hich \\'POttld 
envelop the1n all. 

Ho,,·ever, the dt1st had no,v clenred, and 
Sin1eon Harke, viewing tl1e har1di,\·ork, 
tittered a shout of triumph. 

'' See, ~-e chickens!'' he tl1ttndered con­
temptt1ouslj1'. '' Was I not right? 'Tis ,,·ell 
for ye rabbit-hearted poltroons tl1at ye have 
a real man at :your head!'' 

He took all the credit to l1imself; ignoring 
tl1e fact that they might jt1st ns easily have 
been crt1shed to death, e,·ery man of them. 
I-lad the collapse of the tunnel spread nothing 
could have saved thern from n te1·rible 
destruction. Bttt tl1ey ,vere lt1cky-and be­
cat1se they ,vere lucl{y, the Black: Ha,,rk 
believed that he ,vas invincible. 

The upper part of the fissttre, ,vl1i~l1 had 
so 1·ecently sl10\,·n the narro,ying tttnne!, ,,Tas 
no,," a mass of crumbling rocks. Some 
hundreds of tons mt1st have fallen, and tl1c 
,vay to tho top of the island ,yas for e,,.er 
barred. 

'' A triumph~ my men!'' sho11tcd Simeon 
Hatke. '' For we have shut tl1e enemy 011t. 
Never again can they interfe1·e. For, one 
and all, they are cut off.'' 

'' A)·e, Sit Chief, 't,vas \\"ell done,'' said 
Qne of the men. 

And further sho11ts of acclamation went 
up. These rough fello,vs ,vere convinced­
n0\r-tl1nt thei1' leader liad .kno,vn "·hat lie 
\\·as doi11g. 

''-Never can they descen1.i tl1is tt111nel no,\·, 
good Jonathan,'' ~aid tl1e Black Ha\vk, turn• 
i11g to his lieutena11t. '' Even the ,,·ciich, 
Amanda Peter.son, is shut off for ever fron1 
her people. Thus ,,·e nre rid of l1er-even as 
certainly as tl1ot1gl1 she l1ad been put to the 
<lea th. Come ! " 

A11cl he tool~ tl1c lead, and once more he 
roared ,vith lat1ghter a-t l1is o"'n cleverness. 

Little did he gi.1ess, eyen now, tl1at ]fate 
v.·as prepari11g a staggering blow for him. 

CHAPTER 4. 
Nelson Lee Takes Command I 

N ELSON LEE ,, .. as no pessimist. He l1ad 
been in so ma11y tight corners in tl1e 
COt1rse of his advent11rous career, that 
his first co11sideration, on findi11g him­

self in a hole, ,,ras to extricate himself 
from it. 

He ,,·as not the kind of man to sit do\\~n 
and ben1oan his fate. At the present moment 
he was inclined, rather, to se11d t1p a prayer 
of thnnkfttlr1ess for his salvation. Trtte, his 
position \\·as 1111envinble, but, bad as it "ras, 
it ,vas infinitely better than it had beer1 
earlier. Riding on tl1e back of a carniverotts 
fl),.ing reptile ,,,as not Nel.,on Lee's idea of 
enjoymc11t. He ,,·as thankful that tl1at ext.ra-
orclinary voyage \\·as over. .. 

And he \\·as, at tlie base of the great 
island, ,,·allo,vir1g in a tangled mass of sodde11 
,,·eed. And all arou11d him dense mist. 

The cliff~ ,vere not far distant, b11t it was 
impossible to jt1dge, off-ha11d, i11 wl1ich 
direction they laJ~. Had Lee started off at 
ra11dom, he might ,,·ell have traYclled sea• 
,vards, nnd tht1s sealed his own fate. 

But his brain ,vas cr:ystal clear, and he 
,,·as not entirely unprepared for sucl1 a 
dilen1ma as this. He carried a pO\\"erf ttl clec 4 

tric torcl1 11po11 hin1, an a11tomatic gun, and­
most ,Taluable of all in his presc11t circ11m• 
stances-a reliable pocl.;ct compass. 

l\Iore than once .. on the island, Nelso11 Lee 
l1ad taken his bea.rings. He k11e,v the exact 
position of the island. Tl1us, ,vher1 l1e n~,v 
s\\·itched on his torch arid carefully studied 
the cor11pass, he kne,v ,vhere to tt1rn. And 
alread:y ho ,•.as pla1111inci i11 his mind \\·hat 
he shot1ld do. 

He ,vas glad that l1e l1ad closely q,!estioncd 
Amanda tl1e previo1..1s day regarding the 
great cavern and the surrottndi11g ,\~eed. She 
had not been often out of the cavern, Amanda 
liad said, but she knew that there ,vas a 
great rook· channel-large enough for a 
modern liner to pass tl1rough-,vl1ich had 
,vide le.dges, like roads, nt its sides. She 
had vividly described how the obsolete old 
battleship the Porto Marlo, had been to\\'ed 
tl1rougl1 this channel, ,vith gangs of men, 
armed with ropes. haulintt 011 either side. 
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~11d str11ggli11g along the rock· · road,vays. 
She had giver1 Lee. as far as sl1e k11e,v, the 
positio11 of tl1is channel. 

On tl1at sicle of tl1e isla11d, she had said, 
there ,vas a kind of foreshore. ]for 1nilcs 
it stretched-a led~e of rock, t,vo or th1·eo 
h1111dred :yards deep, reachi11g from the cliff 
base to the deep sea, ,vl1crc tl10 choked sea­
,,·eed ,vas piled tlfJ in con11)rcssed 1nasses. 
At differc11t times of. the y{'ar the pressure 
of th~ ,\·ced ·varied. Th11s, i11 s01ne seaso11s, 
tl1ere "·as aln1ost clear ,vater agai11st tl1is 
groat ledge, and fisl1i11g co11ld be ind11lge<l 
in freely. At other seaso11s the ,veed drifted 
in a11d packed tightly-so tigl1tly tl1at me11 
could ,valk over it, if they ,vere so Ininded. 
But thc:y ,vere scldo111 so mi11dctl, for the 
,veed, declared Ama11da, ,vas £1111 of evil 
creatt1res, and all her people l•lere airaid. 

At tl1is partic11lar n1ome11t Lee "'as 011Jy 
interested i11 t,vo thi11gs. Firstly, tl10 position 
of tl1e i8land and the great cl1a11nel-a11d the 
wide foreshore of rock. If l1e cot1 Id 0111y 
reacl1 that foreshore lie ,vot1ld -..be able to 
,valk alo11g, reach the cha1111el, and calmly 
make l1is ,vay into the caver11 community. 
A11d another idea \\"as stirrir1g in I--'ce's mind­
bttt he kept it i11 tl1e backgrouncl ji1st at 
present. }fir.st a11d foremost, he l1nd to ex­
tricate l1imself from this pci-ilot1s positio11. 

r1~!1cro ,vas no further danger from t-l1c 
pteradnctyl-bltt there ,vere otl1er thi11gs. 

He ,vas soon to ha,rc gri1n proof of this. 
Having studied the compass and set l1is 

<lirection, l1e prepared to 1nove. He cast a 
light <lo,v11 at his feet-,vhicl1 \\·ere tl1emselves 
cn1beddc1] i11 the spo11gy, bro,vnish-grccn 
mass. N u111bcrs of little \\,.riggly things, s0111e 

slug-like, s0111e rn11id i11 tl1eir 1nove1nents, 
sct1ttled a ,vay, hitli11g from the ligl1t be11eath 
the v.·ced. 

For the n1ost part the ,vecd ,,1'as common­
place er1ot1gh. Ty1Jical gttlf ,veed. Great fes• 
toor1ed masses, ,vitl1 son1e of the .. ropes '' as 
thick as ship's cables, S1nootl1, slin1y, 
tangled ropes. So tightly ~·ere they ja1111ned 
togetl1er that they formed a con1plete carpet 
above tl1e actual Ie, ... el of tl1e sea. Bttt ,vhen 
Lee com111enccd ,valk'ing, 11e sank in at every 
step a1111ost to ]1is knees. The ,vater, black­
looki11g, s,\·irlcd about his legs. 

Tl1e se11sation ,vas t1npleasa11t in the e::.., 
treme. He felt the ,, .. eed heaYing arid rolli11g 
over a ,vi<le area. Bttt it ,vas patently im­
possible for l1im to rcn1ain ,v here he "·as. 
He had a shre,vd idea that his ,veight, soo11er 
or later, ,vottld carry him under. The ,veed 
v."as not t111liko a quagmire, for he cot1ld 
feel a po,verf ul pull at •his feet, And the 
tl1ot1ght of being sucked do,•..-n i11to that slimy 
mass steeled l1im to grin1 efforts. 

Ho plunged on, still keepi11g his torch 
s,vitch on. And st1ddenly, just to the left of 
him, the ,yeed heaved as thot1gh a miniature 
earthquake• had di.sturbed it; great air­
bubbles blobbed to the surface, and a shiny 
thing came clear of the weed, and Lee shone 
}1is light f t1lly into two baleful., 1nurdc1·ous 
eyes. 

'' By James!" he muttered. 
Tl1is thing ,vas a crustacean of some kind, 

a11d it seemed to · Lee that it was something 
11ot unli~e a gigantic crab in shape. But it 
,vas as big as a car, and a brilliant scarlet in 
colour. 

Ot1t of tl1e ,veed came an e11ormously Jong 
cla,v, and it reached for,Yard with opc11cd 
l1ooks. 

Crack! _ 
Lee fired deliberately-right into one of 

those hideous eyes. At the same second 110 
leapt back\Val"ds, went sprawling, picked him­
self ttp again, and half-dragged himself, half­
ran across the heaving, spongy weed. 

In his rear the1·e was a great commotion, 
and for a mome11t he believed that tl10 
great crustacean ,vas after him. The ,veed 
shook over a wide area and the air ,,·as 
filled with b11bbling and swirling so11nds. 
Then they gradually died away, a11d sile11ce_ 
011cc again biooded over the misty sce11e. 

•• Phew ! I hope the1·e aren't a11y more of 
those ge11tlemen about!" 1nuttercd Lee. 

His quick actior1, no doubt, had sa,led 11is 
life. By firi11g i11to the creature's eye l1e 11ad 
incapacitated it-eve11 if he had not killed it. 

As he struggled on he sa,v a disturbn11co 
of the weed a\\1ay to his leit; he cat1gl1t a 
gli1npsc of a great long, snake-like body. It 
squirmed for some moments amongst the 
brownish-green fronds, and then it vanisl1ed. 
The weed ,vas positively alive ,vith ltnmcn• 
tionable sea creatt1res'. Small ,vonder tl1at 
An1anda's people feared to venture upo11 it. 

It seemed to Lee tl1at he scrambled over 
tl1e spo11·gy n1orass for so111ething like half 
a mile. Thc1·e see1ned to be no end to it. 
He ,vas becomi11g exhattsted. A11d he ,Yas 
hemn1ed in all the time by the . blanli:et of 
mist. 

Once or t\\'ice he consulted his con1pass, 
and he fot1nd that he was keeping his 
accurate direction. As 1011g as he carried on 
like this, he must inevitably co1ne to the 
rocky foreshore, and--

Something suddenly loomed up right ahenc..l 
of him. So abrupt.Jy had Lee come upon it 
tl1at he nearly crashed headlong into the ,,·et, 
glisteni11g rock ,vall. The weed v;as piled tlp 
at its foot, and it strctcl1ed a1\tay on eitl1cr 
side apparently for miles. 

But when the detective cast the light of 
his torch t1p, his heart almost failed hi 111. 

He had miscalculated! Tl1ere ,vas -no fore~ 
shore here at all-11othing but the sheer, 
smooth cliffs, rising for tl1ousa11ds of feet ! 

He moved along, helping himself by hold• 
ing on to the rock. But even as he did so 
he realised that he co11ld not carry on like 
this for long. For here, close to the cliff, 
the weed, atrangely c11ough, was less con­
ge.sted. Somctin1es he plunged in alm9st to 
hi, 1.vaist; he scrambled 11p again, wallo,ved 
on for a f e,v more feet, and then plu11ged 
once more •. 

B11t now he beheld, just ahead, dimly 
,,.isible in the white beam, some inequalities 
of the rock. And Lee, who ,vas an expert 
mountain climber., took heart. !Prom some• 
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,vl1ere in the rear he heard another upheaval, 
another ofninous series of bubbles. Some 
monstrous thing had scented him, and v.·ns, 
perhaps, on his trait. 

He gripped at the ineq11alities of tl1e rock 
and hauled himself clear of the ,veed. Some­
how he managed to get his feet into some 
niches; he obtained hand-grip higher up; and 
t.hen he saw, to his joy, that thero ,vas a 
veritable ledge 11ot five feet above him. Tl1is 
v.~as obviotts, for whe11 he flashed his torclt 
right t1p tl1e cliff ,vas no longer there-bt1t 
mist only. 

With a st1preme effort, he obtained nnother 
hand grip, and pulled himself t1p. If rom bc­
ha11d him came a hideotU3 s11cking sot1ncl, a 
gt1rgling · a11d bttbbling, and then '' tJlop, 
plop!" something big and slithery ,vas l1ea,r• 
ing itself out of the weed. . 

A shudder passed throt1gl1 Lee as he felt 
a cold and slimy tl1ing tot1ch his left leg. 
It. fot1ght to obtain a grip, and \\Tith a 111ighty 
effort he jerked himself ttp, gripped at tl1e 
edge of the ledge, and flt1r1g hin1self clenr 
t1pon it. • 

Plop! 
S01ncthi11g fell back. into the mist-. S,vi11g­

ing ro1111d, I ... ee flashed his t-0rcl1. He cat1ght 
a , .. ~gue, indistinct glimpse of g]ea1ni11g c:yes. 
of a ,, .. et, shining body. Tl1en the tl1i11g fell 
back, baffled. , 

'' I don't \\"onder these t1nfortunate people 
ha,·e been locked here, in the \\'ced, for cen­
turies!'' muttered Lee. '' None of them 
<lared ,,.cnture 01.1t-ttntil thej· hnd discovere(l 
ho,v to man and control a comparnti,·ely 
n1od(\rn vc~~ct By Heavc-n ~ \\~h.at n ,·ile 
place! And I'm beginning to dot1bt if I arn 
any better off, even now.'' 

He 1,ose to l1is feet, for he ,,·a~ filled ,vi th 
a great longirfg to get as far as possible 
from the edge of thP. ledge. And he dis-­
.,o,·crcd, to his joy and astonishment, that 
it ,vas not a ledge at all, as l1e hacl at first 
s11Jlposcd. He \\·all{ed on o,,.er the rocks for 
qt1ite a distance. There ,vas solid grot1nd 
,be11ea th his feet, and all his confidence rc­
tu r11ed. 

This, then, '\\'as the foreshore Amanda hacl 
spoken of. And if he carried on long cnot1gh 
he ,,·ould soon come to tke ti-tie cliffs. 011cc 
he renched them he ,vot1ld be able to get 
l1is bearings more accurately. 

He sa\v the cliffs at last-rising perpen­
dicular))" in front of him. But he was safe 
110,",.· He \\"US on a great platform of rock, 
stretcl1ing for miles-and more than a _hun-­
drecl yards in width. It ,,·as like a great 
-high,vay. He ,valked on \\"ith a s,vingi11g 
stride, his torchligl1t feebly penetrating the 
mist. · He \\·as cautious, even now, for he 
had to be nware of pitfnl]s. He did not 
,vant to plttnge ir1to a cleft or crevice. 

The ,-.·alking did him good. He was 
enabled to recover his balance. And \\Thilst 
he ,valked, he tttrned over the big idea which 
had occurred to him ot1t on the ,veed. 

It was characteristic of the great detective 
to formulate a r1an of action in advance. 
If all \\'ent ,vcl no,v he coulcl t1It.in1ate]v· 
con1c to tl1e 1·ock cl1annel, a11d \\'ould thu .. s 

soon find himself in the ca ve1·n. II~ \Vot1lc 
bo amongst Amanda's people. And Lee die1 
not ,vant to arrive there ,\·itl1ot1t his pJa11 of 
action all ct1t and dl'ied. 

• 
He ,,·:is beginni11g to think, i11decd, that 

his ride on t.he Pteradactyl had been all for 
tl1e best. For l1e had been ·bro11ght s,,yiftlv 
to the base of the island-he had nrrive~I 
many hottrs before the Black Hawk and l1i;-; 
men could get there! And that, Nelson JJce 
decided, ,vas a point of paramot1r1t in1-
portance. 

He l1ad 1tl1e ,vit to take ft1ll a(lva11tag·c of 
his position. · 

It \\'"as ,vitl1 a sense of satisfaction that he 
fonr1d that l1is calctilations had not been at 
fat1lt. They ,vere, in fact, t111cannily accurate. 
For presently, sure e11ough, the 1·ock cor11• 
mencecl to slope sharply do,v11\vnrds. J.,ee 
nd\·anced ,vitl1 cat1tio11. It ,vas fort11nate 
that · he did so, for suddenly there ,,·ns 1,0 

longer any roclt ahead of him, bt1t clcai 
,vater. There ,vas a ledge striking at righ f:. 
a11gles to his right, and ,vhen he movetl 
alor1g this, lie did not come to the cliff ngair1, 
bt1t fo11nd himself \\"alk:ing on,vard.s. 'fl1i~. 
tl1en, ,vas tl1e cl1anncl ! Bt1t tl1e tl1ick 111ist 
11re·:ented l1im fro1n seeing an)~tl1i11g bP~,ontJ 
tl1e range of a fe\v feet. 

After ,,·alking for so1ne distn11ce, he mnde 
n careft1l examination. Tho ,,,.ater, l1e fottnd, 
contint1ed on l1is left. \Valking Bt1·aigl1t to 
l1is right, 110 preser1tly can1e 11pon a rock 
\\"all. So this ,vas tho '' road,,Tay " throt1gl1 
tl1e cl1anncl. There ,vas 011c, jt1st t}1c sarrae, 
on tho other side. B11t it ,vas impossible• fot· 
Lee to tell 110,v ,vide the char111el actuallv 
\Ya~. It clid 11ot n1atter. .. 

lfis l1opes ,ve1·c running high no,v, ~n(l 110 

,-e11turerl to i11crease his s1Jecd. Ile 11otl~d. 
too, that tl1e mist ''"as tJ1inning s<ltnP,Yhat . 
llis torchlight pe11etratcd further. 

'' I I a 11 o, 11 a 11 o ! " 11 e m 11 t t er c cl k e (' n 1,· . .. 
He halted, and s,vitched his light off. In­

stead of intense blackncs.s nl1ead of }1in1, he 
cottld see a ,,.ngt1e glo,v-a g)o,v ,vl1icl1 fille<l 
the ,vhole area. He l(ne,v ,vl1at it n1enr1t. 
I-le ,vas getti11g thro11gh tl10 cl1annel-11c ,ras 
npproucl1ing tl1e ligl1te(l ca ver11. 

Pressing or1 again, he fo11nd that l1i3 heart 
\\·as tl1udding. Ho\V ,vot1lcl lie be received? 

Ever)·thing ,vot1ld clcpcnd t1pon tl1at.. If 
tl1e Black Ha,vk's mer1 got hold of J1i 111: l1e 
,rot1id receive bt1t short shrift. 

B11t that was. the cr11x of the n1at.t.cr. 1,hc 
Blacl~ Ha\\rk's men \Vere '\\·itl1 the Dlaek 
Ha,,·k: himself. In his rage, Sin1eor1 llarke 
]1ad talien a v·ery po,verfttl force, arid it \\ras 

any odds that there ,\·ere but fc,,, of l1i~ 
n1yrmidons left in the cavern. 

''"(Jpon my ,vord !'' cjact11nted Lee, alot1d. 
He blinked. He had ,valked right out of 

the mist i11to ~lear air. It was a remnrkallle 
experience. Glancing bacl,, he could see tl1e 
n1i~t 1~0Iiing and billo,ving across tl1c great 
cl1annel. Tl1e air, l1ere, ,vas ,,·nr111er. It 
scen1ed tl1at the circulatio11 of it baffled tl10 
r11i5t, and 11eld it back. 
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•• BLACK BA'l-tLE-AXE ! '' Mighty· Tale of the olden days-
Nelson Lee looked ahead of him, and· he 

cot1ld 11ot help catchi11g his breath in. For 
the sight ,vns a ,vor1drous 011e. 

J~o!ling. a,vay. for rniles there ,vas _a siegu­
lurl,y· fair countryside. There \Yere bushes, 
and even stunted trees. l\lcado,vs-fields of 
gro,,,ir1g grain!" And rigl1t through this ran 
tJ1e sea channel, lilie a v.?ido river'. It com .. 
mt1nicnt-ed direct ,vith a deep Jake, in tho 
centre of t.110 cavern. And there, on the lake, 
looking grotesq11el_y i11co11gruo11s, ,vcrc a 
11u111bcr of ships. So111e ,vcrc old and 
l>attere(l, their spars ~agging, their 
-masts broken.- Others had no masts at all, 
and ,vere roofccl over, and had evidently been 
rnacle into d,,·ellings. Arid ot1tstanding 
amongs these vessels ,vns a rusty-sided b.attle-. 
sl1ip ! Actttally, a steel man-of-,var, with a 
1·ottin ,.,. f11nnel, fttll of jagged holes. She \\•as 
the okl Porto 1\Iarlo, once the pride of the 
Purazilian fleet, and abandoned by her cre,v 
at sea ,,·hen an explosion had been feared. _It 
\\'as obvious that the Porto Marlo, a derelict 
l1ad rJrifted on, and had been trapped in the 
Sargasso weed. 

The rock '' road '' along which Lee had 
been ,valking continued onwards, p1rallel 
,vit.h t-he ''river.'' And at intervals, on the 
]and side of this road, there, were quaint 
l1ot1ses and cottages to be seen. ~"u~ther in 
tl1e distance there \\'as .the to,vnsh1p itself, a 
cltt5ter of 11ouses-and there \\"ere even com­
monplace•looking streets. And -all round this 
vast ca,·ern-the further extremity of~ it was 
over eight miles a,vay-there ,vcre ftari~g 
gas-jets, t,vo or three httndrcd feet up, 1n 
the rock. Crude bur11ers, proj-ecting ot1t,vard3 
from the rocl, had been fashioned· by these 
peo1Jlc, or . by · their forefathers.. In the. di~• 
tar1t past somebody had "discovered that this 
natttral gas could be harnessed, · a~d 11sed. 
Since then tJ1ere had been many 1mprovc­
ments-jnst as things improve in advance in 
t110 great ,vorld beyond. To-day, the caver11 
\\,,as ringed with these gas flares, and the heat 
tht1s generated, ,vhilst rising above the Boor 
level, and so causing no inconvenience to 
the inhabitants, kept the air pure and clean, 
and it l1ad tl1e added advantage of conquering 
tl1e fog. 

Lee ,valked on Tnpidly now. He had_ a 
mind to ltno,v his fate. And he walked with 
n swinging stride, his shoulders set back, and 
his face calm and resolute. Here \\'as a 
chance for him to bring new hope into the 
l1carts of tl1e do,vntrodden people who 
suffered from the Binck Hawk's tyranny. 

'' By my skin I Who comes?'' \\'cnt up a 
st1llden cry. '' Look ! Come hi thcr, you· m~n ! 
''11is one of the strangers, I vow I'' . 

A thin - man, with a scraggy beard, had 
aJJpeared in Nelson Lee's path, emerging 
from 011e of the cottages. And now this man 
,vas shot1t.ing a11d gestict1l~i11g. Others 
joir1ed him. B11t as Lee en 1ne striding up, 
tl1ey fe)l a\\·ay, uncertai11 as thougl1 \\'ith a,ve. 

'' Good people, I come ,vith friendly i11-

te:1tions !'' sl1outed Nelsor1 Lee qt1ic1<1y. 
•' ... ~:r, bt1t ,vhence ca1rie )"C ?'' shot1tcd one 

of, t l1e n1e11. -''Ye c;a·n1e _tl1rot1gh tl1e cl1ar1ncl 

-a11d tl1ere is no ,vay from the upper island 
by that road 1 '' 

'' There is a ,,,ay-becat1se I use~ it!'' re• 
plied Nelson Lee. '' Bt1t I ,viii tell. you of 
tl1at later. I am, I .say, a friend. Ca11 yot1 
tell n1e ho,v many of Simeon Harlie's men 
are loose in the ca,,,ern? 1'It1ch may depencl 
U}Jon ~·ot1r a11s,ver. '' 

A stoutish, elderly man ran for,vard. 
'' Simeon IIarke's men?'' he asked, . in a 

Io,v , .. oice. '' Faith, but . there is only a 
ha11dft1l ,vitl1 11s ! But the Ha,vk and his me11 
may return at any moment. None dare take 
action--'' 

''Then I suggest that you listen to me!'' 
i11tcrrt11)tcd Lee kee11ly. '' Ho,v many, st1cl1 as 
)"Ott, can be relied upon? Tho Blacl..: Ha,vk 
cannot be . here for sorne hours-neither cnn 
,J1is men. Here is l"Ottr _phance to rid . yoLtr-
seJvcs of his rttthle$S p·ov.·er. I speak not 
fables, btt t th~ trttth. '' ,,. 

It \Yas Nelson Lee's tone, his authoritative 
man11er, rathe.r- than his words, which had 
Stich a11 effect. Ho l1ad spoken whilst walk­
ing along, and fhe others \\'ere accon1pa11ying 
him. TJ1e ·throng gre,v, and othi'r me11-an<l 
,,,01nen, too-,vere rt111nir1g up from all sides 
to join the excited cro,vd. 

Ne!so11 Lee -offered no explanation of l1is 
dramat.ic arrival. He l1acJ co1ne v,alking i11to 
the cavern as thot1gh that rock cha11nel ,vero 
an ordi11ary, co1nn1or1place l1igh\\·ay. ...~11d ho 
heard the people sl1ot1ting to or1e another, 
telii11g of his comir1g. And men ,vere look­
ing at l1im in a,ve-,, .. omen ,vith admiratio11. 
Tl1ey seen1ed to see something almost of 
,viz<)rdry a11d magic in Nelso11 l.Jee's advent; 
and the detective's air of command, too, had 
its effect. 

Tl1e nc,vs ,vas spreading rapidly. B(\fore 
they had reacl1ed the town itself, figures "?ere 
strea111i11g fron1 the houses, from many cnves. 
and fforn the old ships which had bee11 con-
verted into d,vellings. . 

One elderly man, skinny, scraggy, with his 
clothes hanging loosely upon him, pusl1ed 
for,vard. 

,a Faith, ,,~e welcon1e ye, friend!'' lie said 
excitedly. '' For I can judge, by your bear­
ing, that :yot1 are not ill disposed. I am Dr. 
Otto, n11d a man of some i1nportance in this 
comn111nity.'' 

'' I nm glad to kno,v you, Dr. Otto,'' replied 
the detect.ive. '' ~Iy own name is Nelson Lee, 
and I am here to s11ggest a plan ·\\·hereby 
the Blacl~ Ha"·k may be robbed of !1is 
po,ver. ' 1 

'''Tis good h~aring, by my bones!'' ex­
claimed Dr. Otto eagerly. 

He ,vas a little old man ,vith a wrinkled 
face, not ttnlike a dried apple, and the hair 
11po11 his chi11 ,vas patchy and snow-,vhite. 
\Vhe11 Lord Dorrimoro had been caph1red by 
tho Black Hav~,,li: he had met this qt1eer old 
fello,v, ancl he had proved his friendliness 
t11c11. Ile l1ad also sho\vn Dorrie that he was 
i11 111ortnl t~rror of Sir11eon Harke. 

'' I kno,v not ho,v :ye came, but ),,Ottr coming 
i.., oppo1·tn 11e ! '' ,ver1 t on the doctor. ''Ye 
fi11d us active in the middle· of tl1e night, 
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,vhC'n we shottlli be sleeping. For tlie Ha,vk 
an{l l1is men are a,,ray, and bnt n fe,v of the 
clogs remain. lr1 vair1 have I been stirring 
tl1e good people to action. Thej" l1esitate, 
fearing that the lla,vl{ may· rett1rn at ar1y 
n1omer1t." 

'~ The Ha \vk: cannot rett1rn £or some l1ours, '' 
said Lee sl1ortly. 

l)r. Otto ¥.'as a garrt1lot1s olcl fello,,,, a11d 
he evidentlv consicle1·ed himself to be a 
J•ersonage o.,f some importance. He attachecl 
l1imsclf to L<'c like a leech, a11d talked almost ,,·i thottt a pause. Lee gathered that the old 

h?kttI!1; lJnt h~ coul(l see tl1at it ,\·ot1lcl pny 
h1n1. 1n these e1l"cu111star1ce~ .. to po~P ,ts son1<-­
thing of a n1a gic-,vorker.. '1,he people ,,rottld 
1nore readilv follo,v his leacl. And if l1e ,vas 
to carr}"' ot1t his idea, he ,,·ottld need a con­
sidern l)le amot1nt of l1elp. Here ,,,as a chance 
t-0 cleal drastically and cffectivel:y ,vitl1 Simeon 
Harke; nncl afte1 .. tJ1e ,vay tl1at miscreant had 
treated J .. orcl l)orrimore and llandfortl1 ancJ 
t.J1e gir1, Arnar1da, Lee ,vas in no mood to 
take h<tlf n1easures. 

'' Liste11, good people!" sl1011ted the cl~tec­
tive. "I b1·i11g ~-ot1 good ne,vs-hut it is for 

The crudely shaped balloon swung slowly to earth and now Hipper and Co. could see, painted 
on It, the words, •• FROM LEE.'' Beneath the envelope hung a packet. •• Quick, get It ! '' 

yelled Nipper, leading a reckless race over the rocks. 

man had been point,i11g 011t to the others 
tl1c advantages of the situation; bttt 1nost 
of l1is exhortations had fallen ttpon deaf-or 
timid-ears. 

81.:inny of frame, scraggy of bocl:r, his heart 
"·as sto11t; he v.,.as ready for revolt at tl1e 
first ghost of an opport.t1nit:r. He had 
sttffered mttch at the Black Ha,,·k's hands·; 
lie hnd been insulted, humiliated, n11d for 
rnany months he had kno,vn t.hat he had 
bt1t to ans\\,.er the tyrant back, and his ears 
1ro11ld be sliced off. He ,vas too useful a 
n1nr1 to be put to death. 

'' ~:laJ,.hnp the people v.,.ill listen to yott, 
:l\Iaster Lee,'' he said, panting from tl1e '"ery 
¼:1reathlessness ca11scd by his incessant talk. 
''Ye arc a l-"ounger man tl1an I-and stronger. 
J,.il(e as not, too, yott knO\V mttch of the 
Ila ,,rl~'s mo,rements. '' 

N el~on Leo ,va~ ess<'n tia]l v an ]1one~t n1an. 
a11cl lie disliked tl1e thought of any kind of 

)·Ou, ~·ot1rsel vcs, to ta lie advnntago of that 
ne,,·.s.'' 

The detective had, by this time, tnountccl 
to tl1c S\tmmit of some rough rock stc1)s near 
the centre of the to,Yn. There ,,·ns n Y,id~ 
clearing here, a so1·t of pttblic sq11are, nn,l 
the people ,vere cro,,·ding into it in their 
hundreds. There ,vere men of all types-men 
)Toung ancl men old; men from the qt1eer 
fields of t.his ca,·ern commt1nity, and men 
\\'ho earnecl their livelihood by catching and 
supplying fish to their fello,vs. Tl1e st1dden 
departure of the Black Hav. .. k and most of his 
men had ..eaused a sensation, and nobody had 
thought of sleeping. The Black Ha,vk's cor1-
tin11ed absence-and no,,· Nelson Lee's ar1·ivaJ 
-created a great sensation. 

''Ilolc1 ! ,,1'hat is this noisy ~nthering ?'' 
clemanded a l1arsh voice. '' Y c'd best all dis• 
11crse---'' 

''Tl1e Black Hawk's men!'' 
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-The cry ,,ent t1p ,Yith mingled fear and 
rese11tn1cnt. Lee, '"ith cnlrn e;·cs, sa,v eigl1t 
or nine men stridi11g i11to the thick of the 
throng. They ,vere big, bearded rascals, and 
their hands ,vcre at their cutlasses and 
daggers. And all of them \Vere looking 
aggressive. 

Nelso11 Lee's eyes .set hard. These rasca!s 
onl) .. umounted to a handft1J, bt1t s11ch ,-:as the 
a\\·e of the· peace£ t1l people that 11r1less some• 
tl1iz1g drastic ,vas done, the ruffia11s \\"Ottld 
gair1 the upper hand. 

Lee leapt do,v11 from his elc,·ated position, 
and he strode boldly i11to the very midst of 
tJ1e lllack Hawk,s me11. 

'' Stab n1y vitals!" ejact11ated one of the 
me11, staring at I"'ee dub,iottsly. "Wl1at 1rant 
):-9 1 stranger? If yot1 have come here to stir 
up trouble--'' 

'' That is jt1st ,vhy I nrr1 here!'' interruptecl 
J~ee curtly. '' Let 1I1c re1ni11d :)"OU that you 
and sour companions are hopelessly out-
11u1nbered. I ,,~ill give l·ou ~your choice. 
Tl1ro,v do,,·11 )"Ottr ,,?capons, here a11d now, or 
thej-r v.·ill be taken from you.•• • 

,. Rot me, but you speak boldly!'' shouted 
the leader of the men. '' \Vhtle the Black 
Ha,vk's back is tt&rned, you seek to st-ir up 
a rebellio11 ! Odds blood ! 'T,vill earn me t~a 
lla\vk's fa,·our, I do11bt not, if I remove that 
arrogar1t l1ead of l·ours !" 

Arid ,vith one s,ving, the fellow withdre,v 
}1i~ cut.lass. Sho11ts arose from the throng; 
1ner1 l>acked a,vay·. 'fhe Ha,vk's myrmidons 
(lrcS6ed to the suppo1·t of the man who led 
them. 

Bt1t ·they had recko11ed \\"it.hot1t Lee. 
1.,11e detective knew that this- was a critical 

mt,1r.ent-a vital moincnt, not only for him, 

"Let '' Seize then1 !~' ,vc11t up a shout. 
tl1en1 11ot escape! Seize then1 I,, 

There ,vas a rusl1, a r11ighty tun111l t, nnd 
,vithin tl1ree n1int1tes Sin1eo11 IIarke's me11 
,vet·e thro,v11 over, tl1ey ,vere overpo,vered, 
aucl a great cro\Vll of men marched then1 off 
to 011e cf tl1e 11eare1· ca,·es-,vl1ere they ,vere 
imprisoned. 

By this time ot11er men l1ad come in from 
the '' cot1ntry, '' a11d the concot1rse in the to,v11 
,,,.as getting bigger a.rid bigger. Once agair1 
Nelson Lee lea1Jt upo11 his elevated position­
once again he addre5Eed the populace. 

.. ' 'Good people, it is no,v or never!'' he 
shot1ted. ,. The Black Ha,vk a11d }1is ruffia11s 
can11ot retur11 for son1e hot1rs. It is l".our 
cl1a1icc. '' 

'' ... .\.J·e, stranger, b11t ,v hat can ,vo clo? '' 
asked 011e 111a11. 

'' 'Tis sir11plc ! '' replied Lee. 1
' Barricade 

the great. tun11el ,vhich leads to the steam 
caver11 ! 'Tis the only patch by ,vhich tl1e 
Ha,vk n11d his men can return. Close it up, 
and t11ey ,,~i]l be baffled.'' 

Aln1ost before the ,._..ords ,vere out of Nelson 
Leo, S lllOll t}1, n1er1, shoutins noisi]~-r • wero 
rt1shi11g abot1t, seeking mate1·1als for the bar­
ricade. Nelson Lee's leadership \Yas accepted 
\\·ithot1t question. . 

But even Nelson Lee himself did not g11eas 
ho,v completely the Black Ha,vk and his men 
,,·ere to be bottled up-for here, at the 
botto.n1, the great tt1nncl \\"as bei11g barricaded 
-and tl1e Black Ha,, .. k l1imself had destroyed 
t.J10 other exit I 

It ,vas a sit11ntion l\·hich bristled ,vit.h 
t1n14 ue pos-sibili ties. 

CHAPTER 5. 
The Finding of the Beast Men. 

b"?t for t-he people of this downtrodden com• 
n11111it.y. In a flash he leapt forward, and his 
fist crashed into the bearded brute's face. 
At the same tim_e -he dived i11, and by a 
s:mple jt1-j1tsu trick he sei1t the fellow heav• NIPPER, gulpi11g for breath, his cl1est 
ing l1eavily over his shoulders. With a tre- heaving} his eyes full of stark terror, 
1ncndous thud, the man crashed to the · told tl1e .dreadft1l story. 
gr~:-1tnd, and his .cut]ass \\'ent flying. He \\'as in camp, and he ,vas sur-

\\1ithot1t hesitating a second, Lee spun rot111ded by Lord Dorrimore, Un1losi, I·lnnd-
1,0l1nd, heaved another man across his fol'th and Amanda. Their faces h~cl become 
shoulders, and sent l1in1 s,vi11ging in amongst p~le a,11d d1:a,vn_ as they . had 11.stciied to 
his companions. Three or four of _them went N 1J1P~r s ~crr1ble and graphic tale .. 
do,,·n. The others beheld Lee, \\~1th a great .. \\ e-" e thou!f ~t ,ve ,vere c~1n1ng back 
cutlass now in his hand, advancing ~awards I w1tl1 good ne,vs, conc_lu·ded Nipper du~ly. 
them. '' Tl1e Black Ha,vk and his men are retreating 

' 1 Fools!'' thundered Lee, in a voice that -t1iey',·e all gone by now. And the guv'nor 
strttck terror to the hearts of his listeners. and I ,vere abot1t half-,,·ay ,vhe11-when that-
'' Drop your weapons, or the mob will kill Pt~radactyl came '' . 
you as you starid ! '' He broke off,. nearly choking. 

S,vish I '' Tnke it on tl1e chin, )·ou·ng 't1n ! '' said 
··Lee's ct1tlass was 1naking vicious s,veeps Lord Dorrimore gently, as he laid a hand 

throttgh t.he air, and the sound of it ,,,.as on Nipper's sl1ot1lder. ·' Lee is a resource­
deadly.· The men baclced a,vay in· consterna- fttl ma11, an' he l1as got out of many a 
tion. It ,vas a brave sho,v of brute force- tight co1·11er--'' 
but· it ,,·as just the kind of display these men '' It's ·good of J'011, Dorrie, to try to com .. 
needed. It was t.he la11guage they under- fort me,'' mutte1·C!d Nipper, '' bt1t I am no 
stood. fool. \Vhat:s the good . of hoping?· 'I'he 

~-:lorcover, Lee's example fired the people. guv'11or ,,·as carried 11p by that-that mon• 
Great shouts arose, and tl1ey came clamouring strosity, and there's 011ly one tl1ing to think. 
round. The Black Ha,vk's men retreated He 1nt1st l1ave clropped off somewhere, and if 
f urtl1er, and no-v t,,10 or three of them hastily l1e ,,·as11't killed, ho \\?as horribly mai111ed. 
thre,v their ,veapons do,vn. l keep tni11ki11g of l1in1, I picture him 1,·ing 



THE 1'17;LSON LEE LIBRARY 17 
011t there-perhaps in the midst of one of 
those rotten fungus forests, with broken legs, 
l)erhaps with a broken back,. helpless, at the 
n1ercy of the Beast Men. and-and the 
monsters. And ,ve don't even k11ow where 
to look!" 

'' i\fust we ,vait until daylight?'' asked 
Ha11dforth anxiottsly. .. Where did l"OU see 
that flying thi11g last, Nipper? I n1ean, 
\\·hicl1 direction did it take?" 

'' I \\'as too scared to take nr1y pnrlicttlar 
notice,., replied Nipper. '' It ,,·ent off, carry• 
i11g the guv'nor\ and I believe it fle,v over 
t11e big crater, out I'm not st11·e. A11yl\"ay, 
it ,,·as in that. part of the island-over there." 

Ile pointed vag11eJy, arid Lord Dorrimore 
and Umlosi glanced at one ar1othe1._ l-la11d­
forth had draw11 instinctively closer to 
Ama11da, and the gi1·l "·as loo~ing frigl1tened. 

'' It's a bad busi11ess, old frie11d," mur­
mured Dorrie. 

'' \Vau ! Thott are ,,·eary, N'Kose, or tl1ou 
,vot1ld5t be. of greater confidence," rumbled 
U 1nlo~i, l1is ,·oiee charged ,,·ith scorn. 
'' 'l,hi11kcst thott, then, that l:mtagati, the 
\\·izord has met his death at the hands of 
a11 t1nclean lizard \\-~}1ich flies? Be thot1 of 
good cheer, lla11zie, a11d let tl1y men1orJ· go 
bnck to the ma11y ,vo11ders that Umtagati has 
,,·ro11gl1t. For he is a man amongst men, 
a11d yet, behold, he is like 11nto the cat., for 
truly he possesses many lives.'' 

Nipper pressed the great Kutana chief'a 
ebony black urm. 

•• T--hanks, Umlosi-your faith mak• me 
feel asl1an1ed of Ill)"self." 

'' 1,hy love for Umtagat.i is great, 0 
?\.Ianzie!•' said Un1losi. ''Yet thy faith in 
l1irn should be still greater. Ere long thou 
,vilt be smiling at thy present fears, and thou 
l\·ilt be acclaiming Umtagati for the l\~ondor 
of his deeds. Fear not! My s11nke tells me 
that Umtagati lives, and that all is ,,·ell ,,·ith 
him.'' 

Nipper was not in the lenst s11perstit·io11s; 
bnt tl1ose \\~ords of U1nloai's ga,·e him henrt. 
It ,vas impossible that the l{11tana chief could 
·know anytl1ing definitely; but l1is i11stinct­
or snake, as ho called it-,-.·as uncanny. It 
harl seldom been proved ,vror1g. 

~---et it \\~as impossible for the ad\1 entt1rers 
to qt1ietly a wait the da \\r11. 1"hey deci<icd, 
then and· there, to go out across the cou11try­
~i<.lo i11 various directions. 'I'hev ,,·ould search 
£01· Nelson Lee. Even if l1e ... \vas not dead 
or badly irij ured, there "·n.s a distinct chance 
that he ,vas incapacitated. 

Tl1e fact that U1nlosi · ,vas enthusiastic to 
joi11 in the search l1inted to Dorrie that J1is 
v.1 ords had been spoken to comfort Nipper. 
\terv little else ,,·as said. Preparations were 
Qllickly made. 

lA>rcl Dorr1moro and Nipper set off in one 
direction; Umlosi and Handforth in another. 
And a., it ,,ras impossible to lea\'·e Amanda 
behind -alo11e, she ,vent with U rnlosi . and 
Handforth. Tl1e camp itself was left empty 
-"rith ti1e fiearchlights directing their beams 
11cro~s .. the countryside in all di·rections. \Vith 
those lights on, and ,vith the ni0tora purring, 

there waa little or no danger of an attacl, 
by the Beast I\Ien. And the strange mon­
sters of this remarkable island \\~ere kept at 
bay. Nothing had been seen of them to­
night. They were obviously nervous of the 
light. 

It \\'as a hopeless search from the start. 
Lord Dorrimore had renliaed it-and he kne,v 
that Umlosi ,vas of the .same opinion. But 
Nipper's aI1guish \\·as so great that neither 
Dorrie nor Umlosi had the heart to tell him 
the trutl1. 

The common-sense tl1ing to do \\·as to wait 
u11til the da:rlight-,vhen a wide, systematic 
search of the island coLtld be made. Then, 
too, tl1e monsters ,vot1ld l1ave retreated into 
their secret lairs; and tlie Beast l\len \\rere 
not likely to give ar1y trottble. 

Dorrie clid not lose sight. of tl1e fact that 
tl1e pteradact.:rls ,vere ns 1nuch a menace to 
the searchers ns they had been to Lee. If 
011e could attack I .. cc, others could attack the 
searchers. And, in case of trouble, Dorrie 
had insistc·d t1pon e,·erybody carrying a 
supply of handy fire\,,.orks. They ,vere likely 
to be of far more service than guns. There 
,vas very Ii ttle l1ope of killing t l1e brutes­
but it shot1ld be easy to scare them. 

Even Nipper, after an hour 01' so, lost 
hope. Ile a11d Dorrie had tramped this \\·a~? 
arid that \\~ay; they had skirted the fungus 
forests, they had descended into valleys, 
they l1ad skirted the great crater, and had 
gone beyond. And by now they \\·ere \\·ell 
out of range of the camp's searcl1ligl1ts. And 
all nrot1nd them the island brooded silently 
and m:ysteriously. . 

'' It's 110 good, Dorrie,'' said Nipper at last. 
'' Wl1at's the use? We'll never fi11d l1im. '' 

"Da \\·n ,vill soon be l1ere, '' · said Dorrie, 
glPr1cing at the sky. 

lt v.'as significant thht he had given no 
direct ans,ver to Nipper; and the latter \\~a3 
not slow to realise it. · 

'' Y 011 belie, .. ed all along that v.'e ,vere out 
on o \\,.ild goose--chase, didn't yot1, Dorrie?" 
he asked abrt1ptly. '' It's ,,·orse tl1an looki11g 
for a needle in a haJ·stnck ! Gt1v'11or­
guv'nor l'' He suddenly raised his voice nnc:' 
placed his cupped hands to h?s moutl1. 
'' Guv'nor-guy'nor !'' 

Lord Dorrimore almost v,·inccd. The dea• 
pairing note in Nipper's shout cut him to 
the qttick. 

'' In daylight, perhaps, we shall be more 
successful, l1oung 'un," he said gently. 

They commenced retracing their steps, nncf 
Nipper's feet dragged heavily. He felt t,n .. 
utterably ,~·eary.. Nothing seemed · to matter 
no,v. And as he walked, hia thoughts Yt·ere 
busy; again arid again he li 1led through that 
dreadful· five minutes, wl1en he and Nelsor1 
Lee had battled against tho pteradactyl. 

''Listen!'' said Nipper sharply, coming to 
a halt. .. \Vhut \\·as tl1at, Dorrie ? " 

'' I heard nothing.,, -
'' But I ·ca11 &\\·ear I heard-- There! It -

was a g~oan !" panted Nipper. ''Over by 
those fu11gt1s bl.tsl1cs., Dorrie.'' 
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Amazing story· o·f thrills and adventure. 
I-Io ran, and Dorrie ran ,vith hirn-but 

'"itl1ot1t any hope. Yet, as tl1ey drew nearer 
to a big clump of ugly-:Jookir1g ft1ngus, which 
Sllroutcd in grotesqtte shape from the ground, 
liis lordsl1ip started. Was it imagination, or 
l1ad he, too, heard a sottnd V.'hich ,vas un­
can11ily lil<e an agonised human groan? 

"By the Lord Harry!" muttered Dorrie 
tensely. 

As l1e moved for,vard, intent upon a closer 
investigation, he became aware of t,vinkli11g 
lights comparative]y near by. They had 
come round a steep hillock, and Dorrie kne,v 
them to be tl1e lights from electric torches. 
Umlosi and Handforth and Ama11da. 

"llelp I Quick!" shot1ted Nipper,. for he, 
too, had seen the t,vinkJing lights. 

And at the san1e momc11t he forced his ,,,.~y into the 111idst of the thick, spongy, 
toadstool-like fu11gus. Ile dreaded to see 
'\\·hat lay beyond; yet he dared 11ot hesitate. 
He had to see. His face \\'as grim and set. 

'' Hold 011, lad!,, said Dorrie, placing a 
firm l1and 011 Nipper's shoulder. '' Better let 
mo . go first.'' • 

''No!" panted Nipper. '' Let go of mn-e -
let go!'' 

His voice was fie1·ce with the angt1ish wlwch 
shook him. Another groan had sounded, 
and there· was something so agonising in that 
sound tl1at Nipper felt his heart faltering. 

With a great effort of ,vill he switched 
his electric torch on and flashed the light 
down into the little space behind the bruised 
and broken fungt1s._ Then, suddenJy, a 
change came into his expression; his eyes 
almost started out of:" his head; a gulp of 
mingled relief and amazement escaped his 
lips. 

., J)orrie 1" he gasped. '' It's-it's not the 
guv'1101· ! '' 

'' So I see,'' said 1,ord Dorrimore quietly. 
He, too, was relieved. For 1tntil that 

r second he had bee11 convinced that they 
l\"ould fi11d Lee-maimed, broken, dyi11g. The 
relief ,vas so great that his lordship, for a 
second or t\vo, felt quite dizzy. 

'' Hallo, there! What's ,vror1g ?'' came a 
breathiess, excited voice. '' Great Scott, l1ave 
you found him?'' 

It \\"as Handforth. He came running t1p· 
with Umlosi and Amanda. They, them.selves, 
had nothing b11t failttre to 1·cport. But no,v 
they were filled ,vith hope. 

'' No, no!'' said Dorrie, turni11g quicl~ly. 
'' It's not Mr. Lee. Keep the girl back, 
Handy. This is 11ot a pleasant sight.'' 

But Amanda ,vas already ,vitl1 them, and 
the concentrated lights of the electric torcl1es 
were directed upon the figt1res which lay 
stretched in tho tiny clearing in the midst 
of the ft1ngt1s. 

There ,vere t,vo figt1res-,vild-looking, 
)1airy, huddled figures. 

'' The Beast l\1e11 ! " ejacttlated llandfo1'th, 
startled. 

It was trt1e. The t,vo figures ''"ere Beast 
~Ien. and they_ ,vere laid low with seriot1s 
leg wounds. Yet both the ,vild me11 were 
consciot1s, and tl1eir eyes shone glassily in the 

. 
torch]ights. One of them was chnttering 
queerly, arid it v..-as evident that he \\"as 
terrified. The other was in too much pain 
to care. 

''Oh!" came a murmttr from Amanda. 
'' Poor things! ,,le 1n11st l1elp them! Look 
at their terrible ,vot1nds ! '' 

This waa the fi1·st tin1e the adventurers had 
see11 any of the Beast l\1en at close qt1ar• 
ters, and thl1Y received son1ethi11g of a st1r­
prise. The t,vo Beast l\le11 ,vero of great 
statt1re, and tl1ey ,ve1·e 11ot 11early so bestial 
as the explorers l1ad believed. 'fl1cir heads 
\Vere covered '"~itl1 sl1aggy hnir, a11d even 
their faces \\"ere thick with hair, too. But 
it co11ld no,v be see11 that their bodies ,ve1·e 
covered by a crude sort of clothing. It ,vas 
of a grassy character, bro,vnish i11 colour, and 
it \\·as not unlike coarse hair. Do1"rie could 
no,v understa11d \"ll1y he a11d his companions 
had believ·ed, ?t first, that the Beast J.ler1 
\\·ere hairy all -o.,·er. The~ weren't. It was 
this peculiar clothi11g ,vhich gave them that 
appeara11cc. 

And the faces of tho Beast l\fcn, althottgh 
,Yild, untamed, ,vere by 110 mear1s vicious 
or ferocioltS. Tl1erc v.·ns a strange tin1idity 
in their expressio11s. They looked like ~11y 
forest creatµres, fear-stricken by the nearr1css 
of tl1e l1u11ters. 

'' Poor devils!" n1t1ttered Lord Dorri1nore 
softly. 

There ,•las somethir1g infi11itely pathetic 
in the appearance of the Beast Men. Dorrie, 
goinglldow11 011 his k11eea>,eside one of therr1, 
discovered that the n1an had a11 ugly frac• 
tltre of the right shin. The "\\,.Ottnd ,vas 
open, it had beer1 bleeding ·. profusely,. a11d 
the Beast llan ... \\"as exhausted from loss of 
blood. That ,vound ,vas a terrible aight to 
gaze t1pon. The other Beast lfan was au;o 
injt1red in the leg, but ihe bone was not 
broken. There '\\·as a great jagged cut j11Mt 
belo,v the knee, and the Oesh wns gapi11g 
open. Long ~xposure to the air and to tl10 
slin had brougl1t dreadf t1l consequences. The 
Beast lle11 ,vere feverish ; their wounds were 
infla1ned. Dorrie almost shuddered as · hB 
gazed upor1 tl1ose s,vollen, festering lin1hs. 
He h'"lle,v that they ,vere bullet wounds. He 
1·emcrnbercd the attack of the Beast 1'ilcn a 
day or t,vo ago. Tl1c def enders had been 
compelled to ttse the machi11e-guns. These 
t,vo, the11, l1ad failed to get clear a,vay. In 
spite of their l1urts, they had dragged them­
sel,Tes this dista11ce, a11d their fellows had 
lost track of them. And ever since they had 
lain in the midst of this fungus, helpless, 
their ""ot1nds unattended. 

"l\'1achine-gt1ns are filthy instruments, any• 
way!,, said Dorrie fiercely. '' So are pistols, 
a11d every other kind of ,veapon that can 
inflict s1.1c.l1 cr11el J1urts as this! Lend a hand, 
l~Ott fello,,·s. \Ve've got to take these poor 
blighters i11to can1p, a11' to make tl1em com~ 
fortable. '' 

'' Yes, rather!'' said Nipper dt1lly. 
He ,vas still thinki11g of Lec1 and he 

scarcely kne,v ,Yhether to be relieved or 
other,vise. But thia discovery, and the 
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necessity for instant action, helped him a lot. 
Tl1ere \\ras something to do. 

T11e Beast l\len were stiff ering in other 
,,·avs in addition to tl1eir l1urts. Their .. 
S\\?ollen lips arid tong11es re,"ealed too plainly 
that tl1ey ,vcre exl1aust.ed from the effects of 
tl1irst. No <lo11bt, too, they ,vere l1alf 
~tar,·ed. They hacl lain, he11)less, for thirt.Y• 
~ ix l1ours. 

''\\tau! Tl1csc men, clespitc their 8ize, are 
l)ut children," said Umlosi. '' Tl1ere is 
notl1in g of the savage in their a1)pearance, 
N'I~ose. If they are Beast l\Ie11, then they 
are like unto the timid beasts of tho un• 
trGclden ji1ngle." 

,,7it.h n gentlcnC'ss strange in one so povrer­
fnl, U mlosi lif tecl 011e of tl1e Beast 1\-Ien into 
his arms. He apparently did so withottt 
effort, n11d. there ,vas sometl1ing "·onderf ul in 
tl1at sight. He st1·ode off ,,,.ithot,t a '\\"Ord. 

His burden was on1y semi-conscious, and 
l1e offered no resistance. Bt1t the other Beast 
l\Ian, ,,~hen Lord Dorrimore and Nipp~r and 
Ha11dforth sougl-1t to lift him, tittered low, 
plninti,,e cries of fear, and feebl:r struggled. 

.. All right-all right!'' sai<l Dorrie softly. 
'' ,,: e're J,.our frie11ds. \\. e're not goin' to 
h1.1rt you.'-' · 

It ,vas his tone ,vhicl1 allayed tl1e creature's 
fenrs. Tl1ere ,vas sometl1ing infinitely 
patl1etic i11 the ,vildness of the Beast l\lar1 's 
~,·es-i11 the dread fear v.·hich lu1~ked there. 
But he ceased to struggle after l1e had been 
gentl:r lifted, and \\'as bei11g carried along. 

At last the camp ,vas reached. The stra11ge 
r>a tients \\'ere carried st1·aight. into the Sky 
,,~anclerer's cabin. And here Lord Dorri• 
inore, \Vith his sleeves rolled tlp, arid ,,·ith the 
electric ligl1ts switched ft1ll on, set briskly to 
\York with first.aid. 

Ha11dforth and Amanda ,,·ere his assista11ts. 
lTmlosi had go11e ot1t to keep ,vatc11. Nipper 
))aced ttp and do,,rn the camp, restless and 
,vrctched. Ho ,vns no longer thinking of the 
Beast Men; his thoughts ,, .. ere out t.l1ere, over 
the darl, island, and those thottghts of l1is 
\,·e l"e frantic. 

Lord Dorrimore ,vas a skilful amateur sur­
geon. He l1ad need to be, for l1e had led 
lonely expeditions into the desolate corners 
of the world. . 

\"\i.,.itl1 the gentleness of a ,voman l1e bathed 
tl,e 11gly \Vounds of the Beast ~fen; ho 
aprJlied antiseptics and soothing ointments, 
n11d he dressed the wounds cleve1~]y. He set 
tliat broken leg ,vith all the skill of a hos­
pital surgeon; he applied splir1ts, and by the 
time he had finished, botl1 tl1e Beast l\ien 
\\·ere 1·esting comfortably. 

Dorrie had allo,vcd them a small amott11t of 
,Yater and Ha11dforth nnd Amanda ,vcre no,v 
letti11g tl1e primiti,,.es take little si1Js. They 
had been give11 brandy·, too, and although at 
first the)'· seemed to tl1ink tl1ey· \\Tere -being 
poisoned, the spirit soon had its effect. 

Before tho da ""n ca1ne tl1c Beast l\Ien 
se11sed tl1at t.11ese suppose<:l enemies "~ere 
friendly. Dorrie and l1is companio11s, in 
fact, had saved their lives. A11d soon the 
u 11fortu11n te creatures slept. 

And thus they were left sleeping ofter the 
da\\,.n had come-and t.110 search for Nelson 
Lee cor1tinued. 

CHAPTER 6. 
A Shock for the Black Hawk! 

N IPI'>ER \Yas st1ffci-ing needless n11guisl1; 
for at that very time \\·he11 Nipper's 
t-houghts ,verc blaeke$t, N el.so11 Lee 
,vns engaged U})o11 a task after his 

O\Yn hea1·t. Ile ,,·as in full con1n1a11<l of tl1e 
cavern commu11ity, and he \\·as cz1tering into 
the \\'ork in l1and ,vith an er1tht1siasm \\~hicl1 
communicated itself irresi~tibly to his fol• 
lov,·ers. 

Not only the men ,, .. ere ,vorking, bttt many 
of the ,vome11 11 too. Nel~on Lee could not 
prevent them. Like a great ,vave, tl1e story 
had gone tl1rough the great cavern, and men 
,\·ere filled ,ritl1 a hope tl1ey had not ex­
perienced for :years. 

The Black Hawk a11d nearly all his men 
,verc to be barred out I 

O,ving to tl1e crafti11ess of this great 
stranger, Lee by name, Simeon Harke \Vas 
to be foiled. In some miraculous ,vay Lee 
had come to the caver11. None knew ho,v-
11O110 inqt1ired. Ile \\"as here, and that ,,·as 
st1fficie11t. He "·as the ne,v leader, a ma11 
of character, of personality·, arid his avo\,·ecl 
object ,,·as to destroy the Black Ha\vk's 
po,1rer and to restore peace and tranqtiility to 
the little commt1nity. 

There lYns only one road by ,vhich tl1e 
Bluck\ Ha,vk and his me11 could return. 111 

the side of t.he caver11 ,vall, ,vhich stretched 
up,vards i11 a sheer cliff for tl1rce tl1ousa11d 
feet .. th~re ,vas a great ca.ve cnt.ra11ce: a11d the 
ca,·e, to,vards the rear, b~came n \\"ide, lofty 
tu11r1el. This led tt}J\\,.ards to a smnller 
cavern, where a great ge~?ser operated. The 
Black Ha,vk had attempted .. to kill Lord 
Dorrii-nore. llandfortl1 and Amanda in tl1at 
ca·ve1·n. lie l1ad planned to let the geyser 
spu1·t its boiling ,vaters ttp\vards a11d e11velo1> 
the victims. B11t the:y had been resc11ed i11 

tl1e nick of time. And bccattse of tl1at in­
cident tl1e Black Ila \\·k had disco, .. ered tl1c 
,,-ay to tl1e isla11d top. 

That ,,·ay led throt1gh the steam cavern. 
Thus, if the great cave at tl1e ·bottom ,vas 
barricaded, tl1ere ,,·as "no method by ,,·hicl1 
the Black Ha,vk cot1ld rett1rn. 

Tl1e barricades ,,·ere being erected no,v-and 
there ,,,ere hundreds of people helpi11g in tl1e 
great ,vo1·k. Big casks ,\·ere being cnrrierl ttI> 
from the old ships ,niich jny in the Jake. 
Great oal,en t.imbers ,,-e1·e being ca1·ried b~p 
parties of men. Lee nt tl10 cave entraI1c0 
itself, ,vas directi11g the O(Jeratio11s. He \Ya3 
gi,·i11g ir1structions as to 110,v tl1e barricades 
sl1ct1ld be erected. 

It \Vas taking sl1ai>e nd111irabl.r-a vast struc• 
t11re of timber ball,s and casks and otl1er 
things ,vhich stretc-l1ed rigl1t nrross the face 
of the ca ve-,vhicl1, in itself, ,,·as fifty feet 
from side to side. 
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It might have bec11 simpler to erect this 
barricade so1l1e distn11ce up the tu1111cl, where it 
narro,ved. But Lee had a fancy to construct 
the barrier l1ere, at the very cave e11trance. 
J11 this ,vay it ,vas a , .. ery S)-1'1nbol of defiance; 
it rose, foot by foot, a mighty thi11g for all 
to see. And the ve1·y sigl1t of it-as Lee 
shre,vd]y gt1essed-put co11fidence a11d stre11gtl1 
into the people. 

~Ien ,vere now standing on the uppermost 
timbers, heavi11g at ropes, hauling fresl1 
timbers aloft. They ,•;ere perspiri11g, tl1ey 
"·ere achi11g fro10 tl1eir labours, but they 
,vould admit of no weari11ess, nnd allo,v 
otl1ers, fresher, to take tl1eir places. A tre­
me11dot1s e11tht1siasn1 gave them cxtl"a 
strength. 

And1 mcan,vhile, the Black Ha\\?k gre,v 
near. ..... 

After a !light of ardt1011si exhaust.ing labot1r, 
he a11d his mer1 had nt cngtl1 reacl1ed tl1e 
great steam cavern. Bt1t here, as ill lttck 
v.~oulcl have it, they ,vere compelled to ,vait 
a full l1our-for the geyser had had 011e of 
jtE,. perio(ls, and t.l1e ca,~er11 floor ,vas !lboded 
with boili11g \\·ater. But the pirates '\\?ere 
gln(J eno11gl1 of the brief rest. Y ct they were 
parched ,•lith thirst, famished ,vith ht1nger. 
n11d ,vcary from tl1e lack of sleep a11d rest. 
'I~l1ey only \\·anted to reach the cavern 
proper, to get t.o tl1cir homes, to . obtain 
dri11k food a11d sleep. They ,verc., 111deed, 
a disgr11ntled, ill-tempered throng. 

T}1eir mission had been a complete failttre, 
a11<l they cottld not bt1t real~sc it. All their 
cli1nbi11g hnd been for nothing. True,. they 
had see11 the 11pper part of their island, and 
they ,vere satisfiS1.(l that their 0\\,.11 tcrri tory 
,vas by far the better. Not one man amongst 
tl1e1n desired to go back to the top. And 
tl1e Black Ha\\,.k himself did not cease to 
point 011t the trittmph he had achicYed. The 
rock tunnel was blocked-and neither the 
strn11gers from the Ot1ter World, nor the 
Beast Men, could get do,vn. 

It was i11describably uncomfortable in the 
tu11nel. The men,· forty or fifty of them­
the Black Hawk's main force ,\"ere stretched 
out all alor1g tl1e tttn11el, for it \\·as compara• 
tively narro,v l1ere, a11d it sloped steeply, too. 
The steam ,vn.s risi11g from the geyser cavern, 
and tl1e air ,vas moist, httmid and altogether 
unpleasa11t. But in spite of their thirst and 
httnger a11d tiredness, many of the rascals 
fell asleep as they spra,vled. 

Tl1en, at length, came the order from the 
Black Ha,vk. Tl1e boilin"" ,vat.ers had Stlb· 
sided, and the passage throt1gl1 the cavern 
,va8 clear. 

S,vir1ging clo,vn on ropes, the men com­
pleted the Jnst diffictllt sectio11 of tho descent. 
011ce 011t of tl1e steain chamber, they ,vottld 
be iri tho ,vidc, steeply desce11di11g tt1nncl 
,vhich 1c<l-home. 

'' By my skin! 'Tis good to be l1ere, Sir 
Cl1ief,'' said Jonatl1an Betts, after he had 
n1afle the passage throt1gh the swirlir1g steam. 
'' Au,1 no,v for food a11d rest! I vo,v I can 
cnt c11011gh for te111'' 

" .. ~~·c, ,, .. e are all in need of it," agrc,cd the 
Black Ha,vk, in a tired voice. ·• But ,ve 
ret.l1r11 trit11npha11t, Jo11athan. And, having 
rested, ,ve ca11 proceed ,vitl1 ot1r great pla11s. 
Hast f orgottcn that we are to ve11tt1re forth. 
or1ce agui 11 on tl10 steel sl1ip? A11d· the 
vessels i11 the great open iea are at our mercy 
-arid there is much ,booty to be gained. c\)re, 
ar1cl tho acct1rsed strangers can no longer 
l1i11der tis.'' · 

'fhey ,, .. ero "~alking down the l't ide rock 
tt11111el, ,vith a number of otl1er n1e11 slightly 
ir1 advar1ce, carrying the last embers of the 
great torcl1es-,vhich, by great good fortune, 
l1ad lasted ot1t. 

'' Iiarli: ye! \Vhat is tl1at co111motion ?'' 
dc111a11ded Simeon Harke sudde11ly. '' Bones 
a11d blood ! In 1ny abse11ce, it seenis, the 
people 111ake strife l Vl e rett1rn 11011c too 
soo11, Jo11athat1 !'' , 

Jonathar1 Betts made 110 reply. He had 
jl1st cat1ght sight of a11 extraordi11ary barrier; 
din1ly visible in the dista11ce. It stretched 
rigl1t across the tunnel, blocki11g "it.. He cot1ld 
see gt·eat hulks of ti111ber1 criss-cross bcan1s, 
old casks, and the like. A11d i11 less than a 
1nir1ute tl1c Black Ha\vk saw the barrier, too. 

'''I'he dogs!'' he shot1ted f~1riously. ''l\Iay 
their 111arro\vs rot! They have dared to take 
meast1res to defy me 1'' 

'' A)~e, and effective measure, too, I a~ 
thi11ki11g, '' put i11 011e of the other ~11e1_1, _ l11s 
voice charged \\"ith alarm. '• S.ec, Sir l 1h1cf I 
The barricade stretehed rigl1t across. 'T,vas 
follJ·, as I al,Ya)rs said, to leave tl1e people , ' . --

'' Silence, fool!" tl1t1ndered tl1c Il]nck 
IIa,vk. '' Anotl1er \\·ord fro111 l·e, and I'll 
1~ip open :;ottr vitals!'' 

He ,,Tas i11ft1riated because l1e realised, 
st1rely enough, that he had blu11dcred badly. 
'l,he people ,vere meek e11ot).si1 11or1nalll", but 
ns soon as he had ,..-itl1dra\\"il l1is lorces, tl1ey 
ha<l takc11 dcfini te actio11. Yet he cottld not 
tt11cierst-and. Before setting ot1t t11e thought 
had come to hi1n that it was t111,vise to take 
so ma11y men; bt1t he had dis111lssed tl1a 
matter conte111ptuousl_y. The peO}llo ,vere in­
ti1nida lerl, they were chicl\'.e11-heartccl. They 
,vould never dare to defy hi1n. Yet-hero 
\\·as this e,·idence of a very dctern1it1cd 
defiance. 

'fhe Blaclc Ha,vk strode for,va1·d gri111l)~, his 
face ,Yorki11g ,•;ith .savage rage. It ,vas pos­
sible to see rigl1t throt1g}1 tl1e interstic()s of tho 
barricade. And as Simeon Harke gre,v 
nearer, l1is conster11atio11 increased. 

For at close qt1arters ho saw that tl1c bar .. 
r1caclc ,Yns an e11ormous thing. It ,vas o,rer 
t,vclve feet deep, a great bristling 111ass of 
l1eav:r tin1bers, \\'eigl1ing scores of to11s. lien 
-a hundred of thcm-ha(l been labouri11g for 
hot1rs, getting tl1c great timpers i11to position, 
l1at1li11g them ttp, and 1naki11g tl1en1 secure­
prop1Ji11g the1n, .jamming the111 tig·lit, and 
1nakir1g t11enl immovable. 

'' Split my ,vindpipe !" muttered tl1e Black 
Ha,vl(, aghast. 

For j11st tl1cn tl1e trt1th had come to him-: 
He a11d l1is mc11 \\"ere ,, .. eary, thirsty, ht1ngry. 
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Tl1ey \,·ere in no fit condition to fight. peo1lle. 1.·ou are but a stranger, an in-
J,·'t1rtl1ermore, they had uo impleme11ts witl1 trudcr--'' 
,vl1icl1 to b,1tter do,vn tl1is barrier. So cun- ,, Nay, nay!'' \Vent tip 8 mighty sl1ot1t from 
11ingly ,,~as it constructed that tl1c men ,vithin t"ho people in the caver11. "~laster Lee has 
the tunnel could not remove ar•y of its parts saved tts ! He js our fricnd-ottr deliverer I" 
for tl1eir o,vn use. And ,vl1ile the noise increased, Jo11athan 

A regt1lar ttin1ult was no,v in progress. Tl1e Betts st1ddenly grasped hold of the Black 
liberated people on one side of tl1e barricade Ha,vli's arm. And Simeon ·Harke 8\\"t1ng 
,,·ere shout.ir1g defia11ce, and tl1e Black l'Ottnd, l1is face distorted \Vith fury 
Ha\\'li's men 011 the other side \\'ere cro,\·d· ''\\t,.hat is it, fool?" he asked harsl1ly. 
ing 1lp, hoarse \\"it.h alarm. '' llave )Te fo1·got ?'' gasped Jonathan. '' Tho 

'' \\' e are trapped, Sir Chief l '' said one of . tu 11nel ! '' 
the men, in hoarse dismay. h Tho tt111nel ?" repeated the Hav."lt. ' 1 Rot 

'' Say another ,vord, Sirnon La11c, and I'll yot1r heart, dog, \\·hy speak to me in riddles?'' 
split your ~ongtte off!'' roared . tl1e Bla<;k '' Tl1e tt1nnel is block~for 'tu"as you, your• 
Ha,\'k. ''Tl11nk ye tl1at these rabbits can dety self, \\·ho gave the order that it• should be 
me? 'Tis only an hour of 1nad11ess, a11d-- 1

' blocked,'' contint1ed Jo11atl1nn Betts. -·' Tht1s 
He broke off, and a greyness came ir1to his \\·e can neither m?\"e fC?r\vards nor back\\·ard~. 

face. ]for at that mo111ent 110 had seen, \Ve are trapped 10 this ttinnel, and there 18 
through one of tl1e interstices of the barri- 110 OLttlet. '' 
cade a face. The Black lla\\·k's jaw sagged. He had, 

ll~ stared at it fascinated!)", ttnbelievingly. indeed, forgot.ten until that moment .. Therts 
}"'or it ,vas a smooth clean-shaven face. Not was no v;ay of escape for them. Their pre­
the face of one of hi~ people but the face of dic~ment '\\"as as bad as i~ could possibly be. 
a stranger! Simeon Harke behav:ed l1kE! a m.adman. Ile 

And there \\'aB something in t~e calm ex- raved, h~ dlf!lost sh1:1eked _in 111s fury. To 
pression of ~he stranger's c,·es \\·h1ch brought re_ason :w1th h1n1 was 1mJ?Oss1bl~-to ev~n talk 
panic to Sirr!eon Harke. 1 ... or a moment he ,v1tl1 him ,vas e9uallf 1mposs1ble •. His rnen 
felt that he was going mad. }lad he nQt stood apart, s_tar111g 1n consternation. They 
barred all the strangers on tl1e island top? co11ld do nothing. . 
Yet here ,vas one of them-down here, Ile ~,vore to have Lee's life. he threatened 
ar11ongst the people, leading them! In that drt:adful things. ~ttt notl1ir1g could alter the 
~eeo11d it "·a~ clear to the Black Ha,vk that fact tl1at he ond his men ,vere barred out. 
the st.ranger ,,·us responsible for the revolt, '' ,Tia idle to talk. ,vith him I'' 1!1uttcred 
and for all the ,vorlt which had been done. ~onathan Betts, speaking to t,vo of his fello\v 

'' \Vell, my unfortt1nate friends, yott're in 
trouble, aren't yott ?'' asked Nelson Lee, as 
l1e came close to the barrier. •'You are 
tired, eh.? l 1retty ,vell exhausted, I suppose? 
It's a long, gruelling descent.'., 

D1·. Otto, dancing ,vith glee, \\"as by Nelson 
Lee's side. 

'' At last ,,·e have ye, Simeon Harke!'' he 
cl1ir1·uped. '' Brute and n111rdercr ! N e,,er 
agai11 ,,·ill )"'OU use your po,,·er ! " 

The crinkled little doctor's ,,oice awoke the 
Black Hawk froin l1is trance. 

'' By my sinelvs !" he roared. '' So it is 
revolt! Men-men! Break doR~n tl1e 
barrier! We mttst go throt1gh and qtiell this 
mad rebellion.'' 

He had \\'ithdra,,·n his o,,·n ctttlass, bttt tl1e 
n1en about l1im looked dis1na~;cd. Their 
\Yearines~ had increased during the past few 
1nint1tes. Tl1eir faces had become haggard. 
]Tor it came to them, ,vitl1 a flood of constcr• 
nation, that they ,vere as far fron1 drink and 
food as e,·er. 

Nelson Lee ,vas qt1ite ~afe on tl1e other sid~ 
of the barricade. The Blocl~ Ha\\'k and his 
n1en possessed 110 firearms. Bottled up in 
t.l1at tunnel, tl1ey ,,Tere helple.s. 

., Let n1e advise yot1, Harlie, to accept the 
situation cal1nly," said Lee. '' You ,vill only 
be ad1nittcd to this commt111it.y aft.er you have 
t.hro\\'n yot1r ,veapons do,,~n-and after you 
ha vc ft1lly surrendered.'' 

'' N evct· "'. ill I ~urrender I'' snarled the 
Black Ha,vk. '' I am the leader of these 

)1et1tenants '' We have but to try. and 110 
\\·ill leap at us \\'ith his cutlass.'., ., 

''There is nought for us to do bt1t sur­
render I" grunted one of the others. '' N"ot 
a man of us is fit for fighting. And ho\v cau 
\Ve fight? 'T\\'ould be better to st1rrender irn­
mediately, to decei1-·e this stranger. Then. 
later, perchance, an opport11nity ,vot1ld com(• 
for tt.S to turn the tables." 

" .... ~l-e, your y,•ords are good enough, 
Reresb)·,'' said Jonathan. '' But methinks the 
lla\\·k \\·ill listen to not.bing no,v.'' 

Sin1eon I-Iarke ,\·as not strengthening tl1e 
loyalty of J1is men. His wild outbt1rst orily 
\\~ealcened them. For 1t was a sign of panic -
u11ct they ,vcre near to panic themselves. 

'''\
7elJ ?" came Nelson Lee's voice, as cnlrn 

as ever, fl'otn the other side of the barrier. 
'' llave you tl1ot1gl1t \\"ell, Harke 7 I under 4 

.stand, from \\'hat )"Ot1r men have jttst been 
saying, that the tttn11cl is blocked. Thus, yot, 
are trapped. So :you have either to sur-
1·er1dcr, oc., to 1 .. emain entrapped in the tunnel. 
Tl1at \\·ill n1ean stal'\"ation-t.}1c dread pangs 
of tl1irst. Stirrcnder-and you shall be pro­
vided ,vitl1 food and di-ink--"' 

He ,vas interr11pted by another tirade fro1n 
tl1e Blacl, Ha,vlc. Tl1e mnn s\\rore that he 
,voul<l 11c 1,er surrender. He shouted to l1is 
men, and the:y nil tetreatcd some distance up 
tl1e tur1nel. The Hawk's last ,vords ,vere that 
he ,vould have Lee's life before· the day \\"83 
over. 

But s11ch tall, was idle and hollo,v. For tl1e 
Black lift\Vk himself knew that even if hs 
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escaped from the tunnel, he ,vot1ld have a 
gri1n figl1t al1cad of l1~1n, if he ,vas to regair1 
Lho po,\~er that lie had lost. The peopie 
~vere 110,v inflamed, the~· \\'ere in a rel1elliot1s, 
fighti11g mood. The I-Iawk's abse11cc, and 
Nelson Lee's preset1ce, had ,vrougl1t son1c­
tl11ng Jika a n1iracle. 

In the great ca ver11, men ar1d ,von1en ,vere 
st1rrott11di11g N el:5011 Lee, and they were 
acclaimitlg him lot1dly. 

'' 'Tis as yot1 said, good strar1ger !'' shouted· 
or1e ma11. '' Tl1e Ila ,vk and hiti \Valves arc 
helpless. At last their fangs l1a ve been 
dra,vn. '' 

'' ~ye, true enol1gl1 l'' 
'' \Ve have him at our mercy 1' 1 

'
1 Let me sttO"rrest '' said Lee '' that ,vhen MO t I 

these rascals co1ne forth tl1ey shall bo giver, 
a fair trial. Let Harke and l11s ringleaders 
be sente11ced to life-long in1prisonmcut, and 
let the 1·est labour 011 tl1e Jn11d.,, 

·' ,T1c1 ,vise counsel!'' sl1outcd Dr. Otto. 
•• We lia vc had e11ot1gh of kiJlir1g-of blood• 
&heel. 'T,\·il! be st1fficie11t if \\·c sl1ttt Si1nco1l 
Harke 1n a cave, a11d keep hirrr-there. Ay, 
hin1 and st1ch ruffiar1s as J onatl1an Betts a11d 
Simo11 Lar1c a11<l Reresby a11d t.l10 otl1crs. 
Let tts prepare caves for tl1eir imprisor1mc11t.:' 

'' Ay, 'tis a goo<l suggesti<.1n !'' cried a11other. 
'' Tl1t1s, ,vl1e11 tl1e do!:,rs surrc11(lcr, \Ve shall bo 
ready.'' . 

'' Bttt tl1ink ~·e · they ,vill surrc11<lcr? '' asked 
a11other do11btf ttlly • 

• , Wl1at else ear1 -they do?'' ash:cd Nelson 
I ... ec. '' Hunger and thirst drive 1ne11 to 
<lefeat quicker than cold steel. Already tl1ey 
are st1fferir1g. Soon they ,viii be cla111ouri11g 
to be released. And if the Black 1-fa,vk .is 
opposed to 5uch a n1ove, his 111c11 \\'ill rc\'olc 
a111011gst thcrn.selves. It ,vill only be a 111attcr 
of short l\taiting, my friends.'' 

Arid cro,1lds of tl1e stronger men ,vent off 
to prepare the 11c,v prisons, for the captives 
-,v11en they sl1ould be in the 11100d to sttr• 
1·e11der. Nclso11 Lee himself ,vas carried Ul'/av 
by Dr. Otto and some otl1ers to tho to,v11sJ1iiJ 
-tl1ere to eat a11d rest. 

Leo partool{ of a hearty 1ncal; bt1t he c11d 
not rest. '!'here ,\·i1s so111ethi11g on his n1i11d. 
Tl1ere ,vas sometl1ing to be dlJ11c. 

For some hot1ra he had been cor1cer11ecJ. 
H·e re1nc1nbercd Nip1Jer's despairi11g cry in 
the 11ight, when hc-Lee-11,itl bcc11 carried 
a,vay by the flying reptile. 

And Lee Jcr1c\V that Ni1)pcr would be in 
angt1ish, and by tl1is time, Lord Dorrin1ore 
a11<l the otl1ers ,vot1ld l1e sl1ari11g his anguish. 
]for 1 t ,vas inevitable that they should tl1ink 
tl1at the ,vorst }1ad happened. 

But ho,v to acquair1t them of the true 
position? 

l•,or l~ee t<1 reach the t1pper part of tho 
isla11d ,vas i1npo~ible. He cottl<l 11ot even 
se11d a messenger. E\·en if tl1e Blaclc lla,vlt 
and l1is mc11 ,vc:-e not in tl1e tt1nnel, it ,,·oul<l 
still be out of tl1e qt1est.ion-for Lee had 
learnccl that the tttnnel ,vas blocked. And 
there ,vas no other road. 

He stood ir1 the O}Jen, looh:ing tip at the 
mo1·ui11g st111shi11e ns it slanted do,vn throt1gh 

the great hole in the ca ver11 roof. It ,,·aa 
only no,v, ma11y l1our-, after da\v11, tl1at the 
st1n ,vas sl10,vi11 !!' itself to tl1e cavern com-._ 

ffil111i ty ~ A11d as J.,ee st{1od looJiing up,vards 
a11 irlea can1e to l1in1. 

''Yes, it should be possible!'' he in uttered. 
'' In fact, easy. A11d they can11ot fail to 
see--'' 

'' I asl~ y·onr pardon, good friend,'' said Dr. 
Otto, ,vho ,vas near l1i111. ••I heard riot yot1r 
,,·orcls. ,, 

'' 1 ,Yas really talking to myself,'' ex1)!ai11ed 
L43c drl~ ly. '' I am ,vu11deri11g, to tell :you tl1e 

trt1th, Dr. Otto, ho,v I ca11 con1111t111:cate ,vith 
111y frie11ds or1 tl1e islar1d top?'' 

'' 'Tis impossible,'' replied tl10 \vize11ed little 
1na11 pro111pt)y. "There is_ 110 ,vay. ,, 

'' I tl1ink tl1ere 1111gl1t be,'' said I~ce. 
He obtained the l1e]p of sor11e of the 1vomc11-

fo]k, ancl ur1<lcr his directio11 tl1ey busied 
tl1e1nselves ,vitl1 tl1ei1· neccllcs, and fasl1ioned, 
fro1n the thinnest material they cot11d supply, 
a cr1tde gas-bag-in fact, a mi11iatt11·e balloon. 
Tl10 material of it ,vas silk-obtainecJ fro1n 
one of the nt1mero11s chests fro1n an old ship. 

Nelson Lee's ne,v friends ,,,.ere , .. cry mysti­
fied. They ,vere still more puzzled ,vhen he 
inquired abotit the natt1ral gas ,,,hich leaked 
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throt1gh the rocks all arot111d the cavern. Thia 
gt.1s l1ad bee11 har11cssed, arid tl1e flaring jets 
dispelled the shado·\vs in those dee1J recesses 
,vhere the s1111J1ght 11e,,.er reached. There 
,vere some places, Lee learned, ,vhere the gas 
had been pl11gged-placcs ,vhere 110 flares had 
been necessary. 

And it ,vas at one of these spots that Lee 
cat1sed oz1e of the rock plugs to be removed. 
His iznprovisecl balloon \\·as filled ,vith the 
cr1.1de gas, a11(l to his satisfaction it billowed 
out most e11co11ragingly. He kne,v that t.he 
balloon itself ,vas leaky in places, bt1t onco 

Slowly the vast barricade across the cavern 
mouth took shape as the settlers worked 
with feverish haste. When Black Hawk and 
his pirates returned they would find their way 
barred-barred by the orders ol Nelson Lee, 

detective I 

it l1ad commenced its 11p,vard Bight, it ,vould 
co11ti1111e-for the air, in the ttIJper pa1~t of 
tl10 cavern ,,·as heated, and there ,vas a co11-
stant tlp\\"ard currc11t. '"l,!1tts., the baJloon 
,vot1ld inevitab1y ho carried 011t of the great 
hole, arid into the 1tp11er air. And once there, 
Lord Dorrin1ore and the others could not fail 
to see it. 

Nelson Lee's preparations ,vere soon com­
plete to the ft1rther m:ystification of the 
populace. He daubed some· ,vords on tho 
ball<lon-,vitl1 tar. He attached to the base 
of it n rope, and at the end of the rope there 
,va8 n rough parcel. And at last the balloon 
\\-as released. It soared upwards1 the parcel 

• 

s,va:y·i11g gcntl~l to a.11Ll fro. Shot1ts arose 
fror11 the fJeople, for they had 11e,-er scc11 
an:;-thir1g lik:e tl1is in all tl1cir lives. And 
m.,trc tl1at1 ever, Nelson Leo \\'as acclai111cd as 
a 1nagiciar1. Nobody li11e,v-jTct-l10,v lie ]1atl 
jot1r11e~yed tq the cavern. Leo had tl1ot1gl1t 
it better, in all the circttmstances, to kee1J 
tl1at secret t<, l1irnsclf. He hated to pose as 
a ,vo1·lier of miracJes, especially ,vhe11 tl1e 
ex~ianation ,vas so extremely simple, bt1t 
these people be lievecl i11 him, they trttsted , 
l1im, they hacl ir1finite faith in him. Better. 
tl1c11, to let them think that I1e \\"as a s11per• 
mar1. l11 this ,vay their cot1rago ,•;ottld be 
lie11t at fever fJitch, and tho Blaclt lla,vlc's 
do,v11fall \YOttld be the 111ore s,vift a11d cei-tai11. 

CHAPTER 7. 
The Surprise I 

T IIE t,,·o i11jured Beast !\Ie11 ,,·ere so 
111t1cl1 better by 111idday tl1at thero 
seeme{l no ohjcct ir1 kec1ling tl1en1 i11 
tl1e ca1n1J. 'fl1ey l1ad matle ar1 extra­

orcli11arily ratJid reco,,...ery. 
A11d b~y 110,v, too, they l1ad lost a11 tl1cir 

fear. 
Dor1·ie a11d IIa11clforth n11d A1nn.ncla, in 

turn, l111fl lookl'<l aft~r tl1c111. 'l'l1e unfor­
t11nate creatt1res l1nd bee11 givcr1 l1ot dri11ks, 
food, and tl1eir nt1rses ,vc1·c so ki11dly a11d 
friendly . that the Beast llcn re31>ondcd 
raJJidly·. Tl1ey ,\·ere soon cl1atteri11g i11 tl1eir 
o,vn qt1eer !anguage, and grinning froin ea1• 
to ear. ...~nd 110,v, in the full dayligl1t, aJ.t<l 
in this condition, they lost a great clcal of 
their fearsornencss. They looked really 1lt11nan. 
Rot1gh a11d sl1aggy in all truth, hut by no 
111eans bcst.ial. It was renl1y a shame to refer 
to the1n as '' Beast l\Ien. '' 

TJ1c inflnmmat,ion a11d tl1e s,vclling had gone 
f ram their legs-a11(l so, too, had the agonis• 
ing pain. It ,va-s this relief, more thu11 a11J·­
tl1i11g else, ,vl1ich }Jrovcd to the creatttres tl1at 
they ,vere a111011gst frie11ds. I11dcecl, tl1ey 
see111ed to 1~110,v that tl1eir lives had bee11 
sa\"cd. Another full day, tt11der t.l1e blazi11g 
s1111shi11e, ,vit}1 tl1cir ,vot111ds ope11 and t111 .. 
a tte11ded, ,vould have mea.11t death. 

Bt1t Lord Dorrimore's pron1pt measures 
had killecl e,~ery trace of fever, a11d tl1c strong 
cor1stitt1tions of tl1e patie11ts themselves can1e 
to the resctie. E,·en Dorrie ,vns astonisl1ed 
at the rapidity of their reco,·ery. 

'l'he one Beast l\Ian ,,·l1osc leg ,,·a.s not 
broJ.~cn ,vas soo11 able to l1obble abot1t., and 
after ho had got over l1is a,ve, 110 ,vas lil,e a 
child, l1app~~, inq tii.siti ,-e, chatte1·ing cor1-
ti1111ously. 

By sig11s, Dorrie cn1ne to ttnderRtand tl1at 
tho Dcast )la11 ,vas anxiotts to ret.urr1 to l1is 
O\\"ll 1,e0ple. I-le poi11ted across the st1n .. 
s,vept countryside, a11d he pointed ba~k to 
his c.ompanior1. So Dorrie, strt1clc by a11 idea, 
qt1ickly improvised a pair of. crt1tches 011t of 
t,vo spa1·e _scraps of steel girder. A11d tl10 
Beast lian ,vith the brol,:e11 sl1in rapidly ttn­
derstood. Ile vras soor1 011 his feet, and usi11g 
tl1e c1·t1t.cheiS ,vith surprising aki,l. · 

-
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,,:r11ile all tl1is had been going on, Nipper, Notl1ing seemed to matter no\v. Tl1e Blaclc 
of cot1rse1 had scarcely 1·csted a mo1ncnt. He Ha,vk n1ld his pirates seen1ed trivial, ft~tile, 
and Handforth had been ot1t for hot1rs, soon absurd. The Beast l\fer1, e,!'en, had ceased to 
after da,\~n. They J1ad bec11 compelled to be a menaQ~ ~ They ,veren't like beasts :1t 
rctur11, htt11gry, \\"ear:},. a11d disappoi11ted. all. 'l'he e~ploi-ation of the island, \\rhicl1 

Bttt \\·hilst they rested, {J1nlosi , .. e11tt1red Dorrie l1ad looked for\\·ard to so entl1usias• 
fortl1-a11d Lo1·d Dorrimore, too. Bttt the tically, lost all its appeal. 
co11victio11 was gro,\,.ing upo11 tl1em all that '' \\rh:y couldn't it ha, .. e been me?'' Nipper 
Nelson· Lee had gone to his cloo1n. Not a b11rst ot1t Sltdde11lJt. _ .. 1 shottldn't l1a\~e n1at­
,,,.ord from him since tl1at drcadf ttl mint1te- tfred so mt1cl1. · Bt1t \Yith the guv'nor 
11ot a sign. And this utter sile11ce, lasting go11e--'' 
for the better part of t,\pelve ho11rs, ,,·as '' No good talking \like that, old son,'' put 
only· too significant. in Handforth g1''t1fHy. '' Do11't be an ass 1 \\le 

Ordi11arilJ··, Nipper '\\"Ottld l1avc taken a llo11't \\"a11t to lose J'OLl any more tha11 
great cleal of interest in the t,vo stra11ge , .. isi- Mr. Lee. Besides, ho,ir do J'Ott k11ow that 
tors; bttt to-day he scarcel}? gave them a he is lost?'' 
gla11ce. All his tl1ot1gl1ts \\·ere for l1is 1niss- '' \\t.ise ,,·ords, 0 tl1ott of tl1e clumsy limbs,'' 
ing gttv'nor. Needless to add, Dorrie a11d said lJm!osi. "For does 11ot .· my snake tell 
Ha11dforth and Umlosi "·ere deep]),. co11cer11ed me that Umtugati lives? Is lie_ not the g1·ent 
over Lee's fnte, too. \\rizard? \\1 att ! Thinkest tho\1·~. llanzie, th·at 

So the)" ,vcre glad, in a wa~l, to have the n fot1l flying reptile cot1ld--'' He. broke off 
t.\\"O Beast l\len off their hai1ds. \\'ith mariy s11dde11l)' and rai.9ed a g1·eat . ;black arm. 
gri11s, with many rollings of tll.8 eyes, tl1e ''Behold!'' he shouted in a great .voice. '' 'Tis 
t,,·o qt1eer primitives hobbled off. They had n sign! Did I not tell th~e; Man.zie ?" 
been given food jt1.st before the)" started, and They l1ad all halted. · They lrere staring 
Dorrie sa,v to it that their ,,·ottnds were in a1nazement, in fascination, at the tliing 
re-dressed. So they \\Tent a,vay comfortable, v."hich had dramatically appeared from a 
111ore satisfied tl1a11 ever that the strangers rocky hilltop i11 the distance. 
in their land mca11t no harm. . They kne,v that that bare, craggy slope 

Tl1c ad, .. entt1rers scarcelv sa,v ,vhich direc- screened the great crater-like opening of the 
tio11 the pair took. For Nipper ''"as anxiotts ca, .. ern. They had heel\ there before, and 
to make another search. Tl1ev· all set off to- they knew the route. The thing which rose 
gether, lenvi11g ·tl1e camp to look after itself. into the air "'as no fll·ing monstrosit:y·, but 
Dttrir1g the daJ"light hot1rs there ",,as little or a crnzily constructed balloon of so1·ts. 
1-.0 da11ger of anl1P trottble arisi11g. It was very clear in tlie sunshine, beca11so 

- Nipper ,vanted this to be. the n1ost thoro11 gh a large portion of the b·alloon was made df 
search of ail; and although the others felt, D~ reddish silken material, ,\·hiel1 shimmered 
from t~ first, that it ,,rould be ,vasted effort, in the snnshine. The whole thing was of a 
the,y entered into it ,vlwleheartedlv. Nipper's fantastic shap~, \\·ith many bulges and de• 
anguish \\~as pitiful to see. Hour by hotir pressions, It seemed to ·be short of gas, too. 
he ,,~as b~oming more and more despondent. Beneath the improvised envelope dangled a 
He had hoped against hope at first, bttt now rope, \\"ith s01nething attached to the end 
his hopes \\"ere dJ,,ing; he wns becoming re- of it. The \\"hole balloon, after rising for 
signed to the \\·orst. · some distance, shook violently, an_d tl1en 

'' If only ,ve could find something-some drifted i11 the direction of the ad•lenturers, 
el ne, '' he sai<J desperate1J·. '' Yot1 know dropping as it came. · · 
,Yl1nt I mean, Dorrie. \\-"e kno,v 11othing. '' By glolj~ ! It \YM sent from the ca,·ern 
Tl1e gu v'11or ,,,;as carried off, arid-and sinc-e £1001·, of course,'' said Dorrie, his eJ·es gleam• 
tl1en--'' ing. '' But I didn't think t.hose people knew 

'' It's a tot1gl1 problem, :roung 'un, '' said dnl-thin' about balloons~ You sa,v how it 
Dorrie gently. "~rhere ma)" be a ,vhole shi, .. ered just. no,v? Tl1at's wl1en it got out. 
c0Jor1~ .. of tl1ose infe1·nal pteradnrt)·ls. On the of the hot currer1t of air from the roof openin 1 

otl1er hancl, there may be otily one or t,vo -it v.'as oscillated h;,· the change in tl1e 
of tl1e brtttes. \\1e don't e,·e11 kr10,v ,vJ1ere temperatt1re. See, its droppin' 110,v !' 
tJ1cy hang Olat-but it's nr1~; odds that the:r Nelson Lee l1in1self had recl~oned upon t.I1!s. 
lurk somc,vl1ere i11 tl1e midst of tl1ese f ungltS As soon as the balloon had got out of tl1e 
forests." ,,·armer air, it inevitably drifted atKI 

'' Tl1at's n1y idea, too,'' said Nipper. '' l~an't clesce11ded. 'fhere ,vas no chance of it float­
"'re explore son1e of tl1e forests to-da)~? I ir1g a \\"ay and tlroppi11g i11to tl1e ,,10 ~ed. ,.,. 
kno,v it's risky, bt1t-but-- If 011ly ,\·e '11is a ,,·011drotis-looking object,'' mttrm11red 
cot1ld find the gt1v'11or's bod,· it ,vottld be Amaiida. lier ej·es y;idc ope11. ''I cannot be .. 
sometl1ing!'' he addC'cl drearilJ~. ''I shoulcl ]ieYe, Har1cly, tliat 't."·as fasl1ioned l1)'· .n1y 
kno\v tl1c ,\·orst the11, nt. nn:r rate. AnJ·thi11g's people. I fear it mtist be some evil desii;rr, 
·better tl1an this horrible suspence." of tl1e B]ack Ha\\·k." - ,:· 

Lord Dorrimore made 110 nns\\"Cr. He ll"'as '' H.e doe.sr1't kno,, .. nn}·tl1ing abou.t balloona, 
loolii11g grey and l1aggard \\·i tl1 anxiet}; l1im- ci-t.ner," said Ha11dfortl1 quicl<ly. '' By 
self. Tl1ey all felt at a loose ~11d. \\tithout. t·:eorge ! I ,vonder-- .__Hallo I \\7hat the-­
N elso11 Lee tliey l\1e1·e leaderless. They ,vere Look .. ~P.fre !'' he bt1rst ottt excitedly. '' Look I 
like a ship ,vithout a rudder. . · Ther~'~:=:there's some writing on it I,,. 
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The balloon had swung round in tl1e air, 
n11d 110,v, stlro e.11011gh, they cot1ld see some 
dat1bcd letters on the er1velope. It tttrned 
fttrther., a11d tl1e lettering becan1c clear: 

'' IfRO:VI LEE.'' 

N IPPER aln1ost reeled, and after tttr11ing 
deathly pale, a l1ot flttsh s11ff used his 
face and neck. 

''Steady, 1ad ! '' said Dorrie kindly. 
'' It-it's fro1n tl1e gt1v'nor !'' mt1ttcred 

Nipper, hardly capable of· forming the ,vords. · 
'' It-it means that he's safe-do,vn in tl1c 
cav·ern-ar1d he sent us a n1essage-- Oh, 
let's get to it qt1ickl:y ! The gt1,·'nor's alive!'' 

They \\10ere all ,vildly excitcd-bt1t Nipper 
n1ost of all. 

After their hottrs of intense depression it 
seemed i11crediblc that Nelson Lee co11ld 
1·eally be safe. Nipper ,vas lil~c 011e possessed 
-lie raced acr06s tl1at .strange Ja11dscape. 
Even Umlosi, ,,·110 ,vas ns fleet as a l1are, had 
all l1is ,vork cttt ot1t to l(eep pace ,,,.ith the 
fl_ying Nipper. 

'' Thou art exerting thyself need)essly, 
l\1n11zie," 1·t11nbled t.hc K11tana chief. ''Have 
I not said, from the first, tl1at U1ntagati is 
safe?'' ~ 

'' I can't belie\·e it ~en no,v !'' panted 
Nipper. '' I've got to be certain." 

Bv t}1is time tho crazy balloo11 had come 
to e"arth, for. the gas in it ,vas insufficient to 
keetJ it in the air ... They cottld sec the e11-
,~e)ope, saggi11g drt111kenly, drifting )azily 
acr9ss the grot111d, dragging tho odd-looking 
parcel by the 1·ope. 

Nipper and Umlosi arrived together. It 
was Nipper ,vho grabbed at the parcel, a11d 
feverishly t1n£ as ten eel the ropes and st1'ings. 
For he guessed that tl1ere ,vas a message 
wit11in. The 11arcel \Yas nothing bt1t a .small 
piece of rock, \\·rapped round ,vith odd clotl1. 
But in the midst of the wrappi11g a crumpled 
sheet· of paper "?as fot111d-and at the first 
glance at the pencilled writing, Nipper sent 
ot1t a great shout of joy. 

''Yes! It's the guv'nor's fist!'' he gasped. 
The others had arrived by no,v-ancl, to­

gether, Nipper and Dorrie and Handforth 
1·ead those fateful words: 

'' Am quite safe and 11nharmed. Have 
take11 charge of things do\1ln here, and 
the people l1av·e rallied ro11nd . mag­
nificent]~~, and are putting 11p a great 
resistance to the Black Ha,vlt and his 
men. \Ve hav·o barricaded the rocl( 
tttnncl so that t.he rascals cannot get do,vn 
to us-ar1d I ttnclcrstand that the Hav,I, 
himself l1ad blocked the upper · part of 
t.110 tt1nnel. So tl1ey are nicely trapped. 
It can only be a matter· of time before 
they st1rrcn(lcr. Let Amanda know that 
she will soon be able to talce her rightft1I 
place in this litt]e con1mttpity. I advise 
l·ot1 to remain in carnp, nnd licep a close 
,vatcl1, in ease the· Beast ?\len n1ake 
a11other attack. There's not 111ucl1. )'?Ott 
can do do,vn here, ev·en if ;·ot1 ·· cnme. 

I have plenty of stt11·dy J1eJpera. Sttggest 
that )"Ott co111e to tl1c crater top one J1ot11· 
before Sttnset, a11d if I have any special 
ne,vs I can signal it by flashlight. You 
ca11 do tl1e same. That PteradactJ·l 
carried me do\\·n from the ,veed, a11d I 
,-.·as fortt111ate cnot1gh to reach t.he island 
and get ,vithin the cavern. No otl1er 
ne,vs. 

'' NELSON LEE.'' 

'' No other ne,v.i !'' echoed Nipper, as l1e 
read the last ,vords. ., Oh, n1y hat I ... ls 
if he hadn't gi ,·en its enot1gh ! '' 

'' He's alive-,,·ell-in comn1and of a, giddy 
rebellio11 !'' gasped Ha11dforth. '' A11d the 
Iliaclc Ha,vk and his men are dished and 
diddled ! By George! Did you undcrsta11d 
that, Ao1anda ?" 

''No, 110!'' mt1rml1red the girl. ''I fear I 
a1n dttll. I ca11not grasp \\,.hat it all mea11s. '' 

Arid ,vhile Hanclfortl1 told her, Nipper 
tt11:r1ed fierGely t1por1 Lord Dorrimorc. 

'' Jllease, Dorrie, k:ick: me!' 1 he said, clt1tch­
j r1g at his lorcl.~l1ip's arm. '' I{ick me hard!'' 

'' Anytl1ing to oblige 1'' said his lordsl1ip 
cheer£ ttllj?. 

'' I mear1 it!'' ,vent on Nipper. '' Oh, I'm· 
a fool I I'n1 a faithless 1-otter ! I 011ght to 
have kno,vn tl1at tl1e gt1v'11or v;ould come 01.1t 
on top.'' 

'' Bttt that's j-ust ""·here J-011're ,,.,rong,'' said 
Dorrie. '' He's at the bottom, and as for 
your behav·io11r cluring the past few hottrs, I 
don't tl1ink I'll l,ick :y-011, becat1se )"Pott don't 
desc1·ve it. It \\·as qt1ite nat11ral that you 
should he ,,·orried si]ly. No\v that we know .. 
the tr11th, I do11't mi11d . telling you that I 
'"as nea~ly off n1y rocker with anxiety, too.''· 

'' But yot1 didn't make a fool of -yo11rself, 
Dorrie, like I did,'' said Nipper. ''Umlo.si 
\\'as tho most sensible of tts all. Never for a 
111on1ent did he believe that the guv'nor ,,·as 
hurt. Good old Umlosi r After this, I'll 
al,vays belie,·e in :your snake even if it 
prophecies that the moon is going to turn 
i11to orange 111armalade !', 

''Nay, A'Ianzie, my snake is not like to 
,,,.hisper sttch._11onse11se,'' said U1nlosi re-
proachfully. ~ 

''Let's go to the crater top now-and tJn\e 
a look do,vn,'' snid Nipper, J1is ,roice fttll' of 
eagerness. '' By jingo! "\\ ... e might spot some­
thing. Co11ld11't we go down 011 a ro11e ?''. 

'' Cut it ot1t, y'lung 'un, ,, JJaid Dor1·ie. 
-,, Doesn't :\fr. L(\c distinctly tay in tl1is 11oto 
that he ,vants t1s to retl1rn to the ca111p? 
Everj'thing' s all rig }1t do,vn 111 t.hf' <~a vern. 
'fhe most sensible thing for t1s to clo is to 
go bacl~ to our base, a11' get son1e rest. \\? c 
all need it, goodness l~no\·,.·.s !'' 

'' Yo11're rigl1t, Dorrie,'' ad111itted Nipp~r. 
''I hadn't qt1ite realised that I ,vas so done 
up.'' 

Even no,v he fottnd it diffict1lt to belie,10 0 
the ,Yor1derft1l ne,vs. B1.1t tl1c change in l1im 
,vas 1·c111ark:allle. ,vit11in the .5})aco of a fc,v 
mir1t1tes l1e hncl reeov·ered l1is old bt1oya11cy; 
tl1e l1aggar(l l<)ok hacl gone fro1n l1i~ face, 
11is e:yes F}larkled. .-\.nd the san1e loolis ,vcro 
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011 tl1c f nccs of tl1e otl1ers. Tl1eir relief ,vas 
CllOl"JllOl.15. 

'' Looks_as if things are going to ,Yorl-.: ot1t 
smooth Iv," comrner1ted Dorrie, as tl1e)" re· 
tnr11ecJ to,vards <:a111p. ': If Lee says tl1at. the 
BJnc-1~ lla,vl~ is goi11' to be ,Yipc(l ttJJ. Tl1e 
011lJ· fl,y in tl1e oi11tment is tl1at \\"e havcr1't 
l>Pe11 aL]e to take a l1a11tl in the fu11. Still, 
,,·e n1 igl1 t ha ,·e a cl1a 11ce ~yr t. ~Iea u ,v 11 i le, 
tl1Pre are a goo(l fe,v hotlrs lf\ft. llcfore sl1r1set, 
a 11 (l ,Ye can n 11 cl o , , · i tl 1 a lo 11 !r s 1 e £' r, . No• 
t,orl:;· · . ., any gor>d ''" i tl1011 t sleep." 

Before tl1ey l1ad co,·ercd half tl10 <ttstancc 
T'4i1111er a11cl I-Iandfortl1 ,Yere )·a ,v11i11g. 
N itlr,e 1·, ir1cleccl, ,v ho l1ad beeri ort the 1110,·e 

aln1os t co11 ti11uot1sl,· for more l1ottrs tl1a 11 J1e .., 

care<l to thir1k: of, ,,:-as 110,v feeling tl1e 
reac-tion. He beca1nc a,, .. nrc, for t.he first 
ti rr1 e, f) f the l) n inf 111 11 listers o 11 his f ec t . 
E\·cry· limb ncl1ed nbomi11nbl.f. He ,,·as snr• 
llrisccl to mak:e tl1esc dig~c\'eriPs-antl t.l1e 
tl1ol1gl1t of flingi!lg l1in1self clo,vn to sleep. 
,vitl1 l1is mi11{l at rest., ,, .. us a gratcft11 and 
sootl1 i11g 011e. 

']~hey· topped a Ji ttle rise, and from l1ere 
tl1e~· l1ad a ft1ll ,,,ie,v of tl1e grassy hollo,v, 
,\·ith tl1e ti11JT plateatt be)~ond on ,vl1ich tl1e 
ca1111) ,,·as pitcl1ecl. And 110 soor1er had they 
C(l111e ir1to f till si~ht tha11 t·l1ey nll l1alted; for 
tl1ey· sa,v S{J1net.t1i11g \\·l1icl1 set tl1eir l1~ar!.s 
tl11tclcli11g·, \Vl1iC'l1 111ade thc111 forget their 
\veari11E• ... s a11cl tl1eir lazJ~ !)la11.s for tl1e rest of 
t I 1 <" cl a , ·. 

~~or ... tcnrro11nclin~ tl1~ st0el\Yorl~ palisades of 
t.l1c caril}), ,verfl scores a11d SC()res of lll)COtlth 

tig-urcs. 1\In11.r of tl1e1n ,Yere dancir1g abottt 
a1ul c·a11eri11g n1aclt~·, a11(l l1por1 tl1e air rose 
a11 tlneartl1lv c·ha11t-. 

'' ·Tl1c Ileri~t. ~ic11 ! ~, ~jae11latecl Dorrie, l1is 
h a 11 cl i 1 u, ti 11 ct i v e 1 y go i n g to l 1 is g· 11 t 1. 

"IIur1dreds of tl1em ! ~, ~aicl IIat1clfortI1. 
''(~rent jt11nping corks! Tl1P. beggars rnt1st 
ha,·e l)ee11 l\'"atcl1ir1g-t.hey sa,v tts all go­
ai 1tl tl1e11 tl1e}" 111ade a B,voop. rl'l1eJ·'ve s11r­
rou11<.lecl the can1p, and ,1re ca11't get back! 
(

1a r1' t even get to 011r rnachine-gttns, or fire­
\,~ork.s, or-or a11~ythi11g ! And out heTe, in 
t l1e O })etl, \\'e sl1a t 1' t s ti111<.1 a11 ea rt l1ly· ! ', 
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Vorrie had already thot1ght of this-and 

he ,vas fil leci ,vi t.h in ,vard ala rm. He ct1rsed 
himself for l1is folly in lea,ring the camp un• 
a.ttcnded. But i11 their anxiety abotit Nelson 
Lee, e,~erything else had seemed of trivial 
imrJortance. ]furthermore, the Beast l\:len · 
bad never appeared i11 the open sunshine. 

Cries arose on the air no,v; for tl1c hairy 
creatures had seen the pnrty on the top of 
tho rise. A11d a great nttmber of the Beast 
l\len came capering and prancing across the 
hollow. 

'' They're comir,g for tts !'' muttered Iland­
forth, dra,,·ing Ama11da · nearer to him. '' I 
,vish I had a stick or something. Any kind 
of \\"eap(?n "·011ld be 11sef11l--', 

''\\,...ait a mint1te !'' said Nipper, n strange 
note i11 his voice. '' These b1·t1tes don't seem 
very dangerotts. Not one of them is carrying 
a \\Teapon, arid don't yot1 see ho,v they are 
holcling tl1eir hands above their heads, and 
,~ .. av i11g ? '' 

U1nlosi, ,vhose spear ,vas ready, uttered a 
gr1111t of disappointment. 

'' Thou art 1 .. ight, lla11zie," lie st1id discon­
soiatel:r- '' Tl1e strange hairy men are in no 
,vay ,rarlike. Do I riot kno,v the signs? 
Tl1ese people nre friendly dispo.5ed. 1,hcy 
have gathered -here to make tts acquainted 
\\'i tl1 their friendliness." 

It ,, .. as ()bvious to nll of them no,v. The 
foremost Beast Men \\"'ere qttite near at hand, 
np(l they l\Tere cl1attering and grinning and 
gesticulating. Y ct they seemed nervous to 
approi1ch. The3-., seemed shy. 

Then Dor1·ie gt1essed the trt1th. It was not 
mt1cl1 of a g11css, either, for he cattJht sight 
of the Beast ~fan vvhose leg \\"as 1nji1red­
the fellow ,vl10 was not serio11sly hurt, nnd 
,,·ho had departed from tl1e camp that mo1·n­
i11g. He '\\'as l1obbling aboi1t, shol1ting to 
}1is compani<lns, pointing to the adventurers~ 
a11d gri1111i11g all over his hairy face. 

'' '\..,. c gods and little fishes!'' said Dorrie 
breathlessl;.... ''You can see what it means, 
cur1't yott ? We st1ccot1red those t,,·o 11nfor­
tu11nle blighters, an', in fact, saved their 
lives. We pro,rcd to them that \\'e wished 
to be f riondly-and "Te sent them back to 
their people t1nharmed. N o,v the other Beast 
~le11 have come along to prove their grati­
tt1ue-and to show 11s1 in tt1rn., t.l1at they are 
ot1 r friends.'' 

"It ia even as Umtagati, in his great 
"·isdom said," gro,,·Ied Umlosi. ''Did he not 
tell t1s, N' Kose, that the ,,,.ild people of tl1is 
.is]and were harmlcs.s ? '' 

It ,vas not long before the Beast ~fen came 
ro11nd in cro,,·ds. They v."ere all d1essed in 
tl1e strange creeper garments whicl1 so closely 
resembled hair. And by many signs, and 
much chattering, they made it known that 
they wanted the adventurers to go with 
them-no doubt, to their o,vn village. 

'' \Ve'd better go,'' said Dorrie. ,. It's a 
ticklish businesshbattlkin~ the wishes of primi­
tive people. T ey mignt get offended-an' 
then any thin' could happen.'' 

So there ,vas no sleep for them yet a,vhile. 
Not that they did much ,vallcing. For - the 

Beast )Jen, glee£ tilly cl1att~ring, hoisted their 
ne,v friends high t1pon their shot1lders. _ Even 
Umlosi ,vas carried-bttt it took t,vo of tho 
Beast lien to hold him. In triumph theY. 
,vere all 1narched a,vay. 

CHAPTER 8. 
The Secret Cavern I 

I T ,vas Si1neon Harke's blackest hour. 
,The majority of his henchmen ,,·ere 

spra,vli11g in the ,vide tt1n11el, sleeping 
the sleep of exha11stio11. Even t}1e know­

ledge that they ,•;ere trapped, that star,,.ation 
stared t.hem in the f ace-11nless they st1rren• 
dered-cot1ld 11ot prevent thcn1 fron1 sleeping. 
And tl1e Black Hawk wai; all tl1e better 
pleased. Sleep ,vould do l1is men good; ,vhc11 
they ,vcre roused they would ·be all the bettei: 
fitted for action. _ 

E,or evc11 no,v the black-·bearded t:)-'Tant had 
no thottght of kn11ckling under. 

lie arid his chief liet1tennnts-Jonnthan· 
Betts, Simon Lar1e, Rercsby a11d one or t,,·o 
others-stood apart from tho rest. They ,, .. ere 
not sleeping, \,,..eary as they ,-. .. ere. 

'' 011e ·n1an ! '' said Simeon Harke, his ,·oice 
throbbing ,vith insane rage. '' One n1an ! 
Hear J'e, my fine con1ra.des? One n1a11 ! ,, 

'' \Ve hear ye, Sir Chief, bttt 'tis difficult 
enottgh to understand 1 ... our meaning!'' 
growled Betts. . 

'' Diffict1lt, is it?'' jeered the Blacl~ Ha,,,k. 
'' !lave ; ... e bra.ins in that head of- ·yot1rs, or 
j11st porridge? Ozie man, I ·say! The 
stranger comes hither-I ~now .not how, bt1t 
he comes and he put the fire of rebellion 
irJo tl1e people. Bttt for hi.m, thinlc l""e., the 
people \\"Ottld have taken this stand ? '' 

'' 'Tis true enough,,, admitted Sin1on Lane. 
'' 'Tis this man, Lee, as. he calls· }1in1self, ,,,.ho 
has brought 11s to tl1is pass. 'Tis foolish, 
Sir Chief, to blind _yottr eyes to the thing 
which stares ye in the face. There is not1gh1; 
for 11s to do but surrendc1·.'' 

"Foolish?'" grated the Black Hav.,.k. 
'' Bones and bW<)d l Is it that 3-.. e are calln1g 
me a fool ?'J · 

Crash! 
Withot1t ,,,.arning he sw11ng his mighty fist 

round, 1111d the man, caugl1t unav.rares, ,,,.ent 
dow11 lil{c a log. And so te1·1·ifio \\·as tl1at 
blow that he did 11ot n1ove. 

'' 'T,vas a11 unfair blow 1.,, g11.1mbled 
Reresby . 

Crasl1 ! - -. 
He, too ,vas fell ed. He ,,~as knocked clean 

o,·er, but he \\ .. as not t111consciot1s. lfe half­
sat 11p, pale and shaken. 

'' .'-\.J1y 1nan who calls mo a foo], any man 
~ .. ho tells me that I lino,v not ,vhat I am 
doing, st1ffers in the same ,vay l" s11a1·led 
Simeon Harke. "I tell ye there shall be 110 
st1 rrender ! " 

'' 'Tis bold enottgh to tall, that· \\"ay, '" ex­
claimed Jonatl1an Betts sharply, ,vatching his 
leader closely as he spoke. '' Bt1t think l~e, 
Sir Chief, that the men ,viii stand by ye? 
By this time 011 the morro,v they \\~ill be 

• 
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delirious from tl1irst. Ay, and ye'll be no 
better l'"'Ottrself ! ''l'is the plan to stan"e us 
i11to st1rrender. And what can ,ve do?·'' 

'' I \l·ill fi11d a vt"ay ! 'J muttered the Black 
Ha ,vie. 

"The barriers can11ot be broken doYln­
they are too strong," ,vent or1 Jonatha11. 
''Ye ha,·e sec11 t.hem, so J"e ot1ght to kr10,,,. 
... ~11d tl1c other way? 'fhe tt1n11el is barred 
-and e,·cn if it ,vcre 11ot, ho\\" cot1ld ,ve 
i1111J1-ovc matters by rett1rr1i11g to t l1e isla11d 
to1)? Ere lor1g tl1is ,·ery tt11111el ,-.·ill be filled 
,vith tl1e stca1n from t-hc great chamber 
l\-here the boiling water bubbles tip, a11d--" 

"\\'ait !~' broke in Simeon Harke harsh!)'· 
Arid there ,vas son1ething so act1te in his 

tor1e that tl1e others looked at him strangely. 
Tl1c~y cottld see very little, for t1p here, back 
i11 tl1e t1111nel, a11ly t.110 fai11test glo,•l of ligl1t 
Jle11etra ted. A11d· no11e of tl1e torches ,,,.ere 
afla111c 110,,,._ IA the distar1ce tl1c n1en coulcl 
see tl1c great barricade, ,vith tl1e light of the 
great cavcr11 filterir1g througl1. 

'' Steam l'' muttered the Black Ha,,,1,, 
pacing up arid dou'Pn like a man possessed. 
.. Steam did ye sa),., Jonathan Betts? Ay, 
:ye did! Stea111 ! Steam!'' 

They thot1gl1t he had gone ot1t of his mind. 
"\\That k11ow ·:;e, Jo11nthan, of th·c Long 

Ca,re ?" he asked s11ddc11J~r, tttrning llpOll 
Betts. 

'· T11e 1-'ong Cave?" repeated Jonathan. 
"\\7'l1)'·, 'tis the great cave further alo11g, 
,\~here much foodstuff is stored-corn, flour, 
a11d tl1e like. Mt1ch of the strnnge foods ,vc 
obtai1ied b~· piracy, not t,vo ,veeks ago, is i11 
.the Long Ca,·e also." 

"Ye l1ave said it!" agreed tl1c Black Ha\\'k. 
'' \Vl1at eise k110,,· ye of the Long Ca,Te ?'' 

'' '1.,is a store place for many spare \\'ea pons 
-\\·eapons ,ve ha,·e found on many ships and 
"re 11,LVC no llSC for,'1 oonti1111ed Jonathan, 
mystified. '' And, seeing the natt1re of the 
ca,·c's co11tents, tl1cre are great doors guard­
ing its e11trl·-a11d yot1, ~"ot1rsclf, carr~, the 
J,ey.,, -

'' Aye, ave!'' muttered tl1e leader. '' And 
~ ... 

f t1rtl1c r ? " 
u I kno\\1 not ,vhat ye mca11.'' 
'' \\

7hat of the black spaces at the er1d of 
the Lo11g Cave ,vhcre 11ougllt can be stored 
o,,,ing to the ·dnmpness ?u 

.. \-e 1nenn tl1c steam 1vhicl1 periodically 
con1es do,vn--'' 

Jo11atl1ar1 Betts paused, n.nd he stared at 
tl1e Black Hawk most stupidly. 

'' The steam-the steam!" muttered the 
other. '' Whence comes that steamt block­
head ? Is it not possible that there is a way 
througl1 f 1-on1 the great steam cavern to tl1c 
Long Ca,~o? A crevice, perchance a fissure 
in tl1e rock. How else can the steam 
get there? And think ye of the pos­
sibilities. If 1ve can bt1t find a way, and 
get tl1ro11gh, not only ha,·e \\·e food for all 
the 1net1, bt1t we are in a gi·eat cave whicl1 
has locked doors guarding it. This man Lee 
will not go there neither \\'ill an1 of the 
people. Thus \\·e can concc11trate 1n secret, 
Atld--~ 

'' You.r tongue n1ns away ,vith you, me, 
thinks, Sir Chief," put in Rer-esby sotirly. 
'' 'Tis easy to talk of ietting in the Long 
Ca,~e. Bt1t \\'hat of its accomplishment? 
~fal'·haP. the steam trickles th1·ot1g~ a num~er 
of cre,r1ces no larger t.ha11 a man s hand. · 

",,,,.ell, ,ve sl1all. see!" said the Block Ha,,~k 
gl'imly. -'' A,, .. akcn il1e me11 ! Kick them to 
life, and see that some torches arc lighted.'~ 

'' There a re bt1t 011e or t,,·o torches left-•. 
and the)' are bt1t l1nl ,·es.'' 

'' Sufficier1t !" snnppe<l tl1e other.. '' See tl1nt . 
they arc n1ade readJ·. '' 

Something of tl1e Black Ha\\~k's excitement 
commu11icatcd itself to the otl1ers. And 
,,,.l1ez1 t-l1e men, aro11scd from their he~vy 
slun1bers, ,,·ere told, tl1e}", too fell to ,vildly 
hoping. 

80011 tl1e torcl1es ,vere alight, and the 
Ha,,,k, accompa11ied by tll·e11ty me11, e11tered 
the steam ca,·ern. It ,vas overpo,veringl>• hot 
ir1 tl1at strange rock chamber. The mo1stt1re 
gliste11ed on tl1e rock ,,·11lls, it lay· in pools 
u11derfoot, and tl10 ,·ery air \Yns charged v;itl1 
steam. It rose from · crevices, bttt mostly 
from a great :ya,,T11ing abl'SS from tl1e f ttrthe1· 
side of the chamber. 

The men ,ve11t round, eagerly explorir1g 
tl1e cor11crs and crannies. B11t even the 
Bluck Ha"\\' k l1imsc]f ,,·as compelled to admit 
at last tl1at tl1ere ,vas not a fi~ttre or a 
cre,,,ice of nny ki11d. 

Yet, \\'hen he came to think matters ot1t, 
an<I to calculate distances, he realised-for 
the first tin1c i11 his life-that the er1d of t.he 
Lor1g C:rrc mt1st be remarkablJ· near to tho 
steam cavern . 
_ Tl1e ca, .. c lie l1ad in mind ,vas a good deal 

f11rtl1er along tl1e \\·all of the great caver11; 
bt1t it did not cut straight back i11to the rock, 
bt1t ,,~ent at a tange11t-n nc) tl111s must in­
evitably come in his direction. It was called 
the Lo11g (~ave, becatise the fro11t section of u 
,vas roorny a11d dry a11d n1ade a11 excellent 
store cl1amber. T<J\\rards the rear, ho,vever, 
tl1e cave nnrro,ved, nnd tl1c floor tiltetl 
sharply ltpwards, and it penetrated deeply 
i11to tl1e rock, arid at the ,·ery end there '\'as 
a ~reat deal of n1oisturc; and at certain 
periods st£11a1n arose in clot1ds. O,vi11g to the 
steam, and to the contin1tot1s heat, 110 mitn 
l1ad ever ,,.entured to penetrate the inne1· 
deptl1s of the Long Ca,~e . 

It ,vas for this reaso11 t.hat. tl1e Black Ha,vk 
had hoped. It had come to him ir1 a flood 
of men1ory that the·re miglit be a direct lir1k 
-a cl1an11el-a co11tint1ation of the tt111r1el. 
But this careful exami11ation no,,, seemed to 
give that theocy the lie. 

'' 'Tis an idle clrenrn," grt1nted Jonathan 
Betts disconsolately. 
· But his leader YlOttld not yet give in. He 
,\·alked slO\\"l)~ towards the edge of the ab)"SS. 
This was a fearsome and av.~e-inspiring spot. 
The stea1n cl1amber, for t}1c 1nost part, had 
a level ftoor. Bttt all alo11g one side of it 
tl1ere ,vas a great crust i11 the rock ftoo·r­
and {or some ya1"ds across, ,..,ith steam arising 
from tl1e ·depths, there v-,,us a great chasm .. 
Far, far tlclo\\", ·,vat~r could be heard 
bt1bbli11g and s,,pirling. It ,-.iras boiling·. \\'ater, 
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arid· at regula_r intervaJs tl1a~ ,vater ,velled 
1·igl1t tip, flooding the ca,,.ern itself. It was a 
11utt1ral gej·ser. 

"What ti1ne is it?" asked tho Black Ha,vk 
s11dde11lJ,.. "Look .l"C, Jonathan! The boiling 
,vater ,vill 11ot- arise for a clcur t"·o hot1rs~ 

I Tl . . ,, 
111a~ll1ap t 1ree. 1at g1·ves us time . 

.. Time for ,vl1nt ?'J 
"Bring or1e of the torcl1cs and have it 

secured to t,,·o roJles, so that it can be 
lo,vcred-ar1ll in st1ch a ,vay tl1at the ropes 
Jhcmselves ,rill 11ot bt1m," ordered Si1neon 
IIarkc. 

The torch ,vas soon prepared. One rope 
~n,fficed, and the torch itself ,vas fixed i11to a 
ki11d of cradle, so tl1at it s,vung l1ori1..ontally, -
the flame a good distance from the rope 
itself. The11 8in1eon Harke stoocl on the 
rocl,y cclge of tl1e ab:yss, rt11d tl1e torcl1 ,vas 
Jo,vcrecl i11to tl1c stea111y depths. 

'' 'Tis possible that a crevice exists below 
this level,'' he explai11ed. '' If so, it can be 
explored.,. 

No man ,vottld .na,Te dreamed of loVw·crin·g 
]1imself i11to tl1at ah)"SS ,,·hcrA the water 
boiled a11d s11rgcd at the botto111-btlt t.ho 
circumsta11ces ,vere no,v desperate. The 
Black Ha,vk and l1is men ,vere trapped, and · 
J1erc there ,,·as a possibility-a very slim 
possibility-of dcfcati11g the cne111y. 

Not onl~· tl1e Hil,•:k, bt1t many of the others 
stood at the rockv edge, gazirig do,vn eagerly 
as the torch, flarii1g eerily in the stca1n, v."ent 
Jo,ver a11d lo,vcr. 'l"hirty feet do,\"n-fifty­
sixty--

·• Ah !n n11tttered Simeon Harke. 
· He s,vt1ng the torch further over to tl1e 
,vet, gleami11g side, and there, sttre cnot1gh, 
,va.s a deep g-«sh in the wall-a fissttrc, large 
e11ot1gh to admit of t"·o or th1·ee me11. There 
seemed to be a floor to it-, too, and it cut 
blackly i11to the 1~ks. 

'' ''l1is a -tt1n11el !'' shouted t11e Black Hn"·k 
exultantly. . "See, m~11? A t1~nnel l~ad~ng 
ir1to the rock-and, l1apl~·, co1nmttn1cat111g 
,vith tl1e Lo11g (~ave.'' · 

'' A·•.-l, but think of the risk!" mttttered 
Jonatban, sl1t1dderi11g. .. To reacl1 that 
ope11i11g, ,ve 11eed t.o descend ropes, arid if a 
rruin shottld slip h~ ,,·ot1ld p1tinge do"·n--" 

'' Is this a ti1ne to hesitate?" broke i11 the 
Black Ha,vk harshly. '' If ,ve hesitate \\"O 
are lost i11deed ! Herc, John \\,.,.ren, there is 
work for )"Ott.'' 

The n1an ad(lrcssed ,,~as smaller than his 
compa11ions - a ,viry, lean, evil-faced 
individttal. Ho came forYlard fearfttlly. 
· '' Sir Cl1ief, ,vhat ,,·ottld l'·e l1ave 1ne do?" 

he asked tren111lottsly. 
,. Ropes ,,·ill be Io,vered, ancl you will get 

do,,,,11, e11ter that fiss11re, a11d explore it,'' 
ordered the Bluck Ha ,v k. ''You ,rill take 
tl1e torch, and--" 

'' No, · I dare not!'' gaspecl thQ other, 
cti11gi11g a,,·av. "\\rhat . if the rope breaks? 
Itar belo,v the ,vater boils.--" 

••Dog!'' ra,·ed Sitneon Harke in sttdde11 
fury.. '' Do :re c.lare to dis~c:-y my orders? 
I say that ye shall descend!'' 

John \\,.re11 sef his i,gly javv stt1bbor11Jy. 

''Nay, Sir Chi<!f! -Ne,·cr ,viii ·1 cor1se11t!'~; 
he exclain1ed. .·' Strike me do,vn if ;·e ,vill, 
but---" 

"l\:lay :your marrol\"'S rot ! " bello\\'ed the 
~lack Ha,vk. '' So ye rufusc to obey orders? 
Tl1en, vern1in, )·e shall tell us ,vhat the 
bathi11g is like!" 

And \\'ith one treme11dot1s blo,v the Black 
Ha\\'k s,,·er)t tl1e doon1ed ma11 off the edge 
of the chasn1. 

He ,ve11t over and plttnged do,vn, and 0110 
hideo11s, screechi11g cry escaped }1im. 

Plop! . 
Tl1e sot1.nd cn1ne 11p ,vitl1 sing1.1lar clarity 

to the half-stt11111ed men ,vho stood at tl1e 
top. Then tl1erc ,vas a dread silence, except 
for a bt1bbli11g and hissing. Not another cry 
from that tt11fortunate.· ~:lercifttl1y, l1e n1t1st 
ha"·e died eve11 as he plu11gcd ir1. 

'' Xow !'' snarled Si1n~on Hark~, staring 
rot1nd. '' A11other 1nan of )'0\1 shall go clo,\"'11 ! 
Y 01t, Thomos Recd! \Viii yo go, 01· ,,·ot1ld 
~-e prefer to follow John \\i""ren ?'' 

CHAPTER 9. 
The Attack in the Rear. 

A FTER s11ch nn example of the Black 
Hu\\·k's ruthless 1nethods, Reed raised 
110 objecti<;>ns. He ,vas tremLli11g i11 
every li1nb; he \\"as terrified of thnt 

descent; but, at least, by goi11g do\\·11 011 

the rope he hud a cha11ce of rett11·11i11g ali,ye. 
All the other me11 ,vcro impressed. The 

majority of tl1em were brt1tes, aad tl1ey 
app1·o·ved of their leaders' action. He was a 
man, i11deed. He ,vot1ld not suffer cowards 
or_-,_rcbels. They quite failed to t111derstand 
that if the Black llawk hacJ been a real 
leader of 1ne11, l1e \\'ould l1a,~c t1ndertnken · 
tl1at hazardo11s jot1n1ey _himself. 

Ropes were qt1ickly made ready, and tl1ey 
\\·ere sectlred rot111d Thon1as Reed's boct)·· "!. 

The 1nan~ ,,,,ith trembli11g lips, only said 0110 

tl1i11g before l1e ,vas lo\\·ered. 
"'l,hink lTC that the boiling wat.ers '\\,.ill 

rise ere I ca11 •mo forth ottt of the fisstire 1'' 
he asked, looki11g rou11d nppea1ingly. "For 
't-is certain tl1at the fissure itself will be 
flooded--" 

'' Still :rottr fears," inten·l1pted Simeon 
Hurke. '' There is yet t,vo ho11rs before tl1e 
,vaters rise. Lo,ver him, n1en ! " 

It ,vas an eerie scene. There '\\"as the one 
flan1ing torch, far belo\\', ,vith t.110 steam 
rising a11d ct1rli11g all abot1t it.. And, at the 
top of the abyss, the men on tl1e roe~ ledge. 
straini11g nt the rop("'s, lowering the11· com-
1·ado. A11d abo,.,.e them all to,vercd the Black 
Ha,vk. 

This project ,vas not so crazy as many of 
the mer1 believed. It ,vas, in fact, the 1·est1le 
of carefttl calc11lntion a11d shre,vd dedltction 
on- Si1nco11 Harke's· pa-rt. No ma11 l1nd e,,.er 
tl1ot1gl1t of looking for an opening do\\·n i11 
that rock chasn1-but in this emergcr1cy tho 
Black Ha",.k ,\·as desperate. 1-Ie V."ould ha\-e 
loo~ed a11y,vl1ere. A11d if, by cha11~eJ he had 
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scored n bt1llse)·e, the ,vl1ole situation \\"Ot1ld ,·erl" soon tl1e flicke1;ng glo,v from his torch 
be changed. re,realed numbe1"s of casks and cases piled 

It ,vas his final throw. If this failed he ttp against the rocl( ,valls. He was no longer 
,vottlcl, he kne,v, be compelled to st1rrender in a tttn11el, bt1t i11 a great ca,·e. 
to Nelson Lee. His mc11 ,vere getting i11to The Long Cave itself! 
u11 ugly n1ood; their throats and to11gt1es Fear had already left tl1c man; excite1nent 
,vere alreacly s,vollen by thirst, a11d i11 tt1eir no,v took its place. Not ten 111int1tes ago l1e 
1nadness, as like as 11ot, they ,vot1lcl t11rn ttpon had been rebelliot1s against the Black IIa,,·k; 
hi1n a11d take full charge. no,v lie told l1in1self that the Black Ha,,,.k 

Tl1omas Reed reacl1ed the fisst1re, and, ,vas n leader of leaders. Here "·as a ,vay of 
sta11dir1g there, vagt1c in the risi11g steam, escape for tl1e1n all! Here ,vas n pa th by 
lie looked like some mo11ster of the pit itself. ,vhich they could emerge and take the 
He cast off his ropes, seized the clar1gling rebelliot1s people in the rear! . 
to1~h, arid fl'eed this, too. The heat ,vl1ich He fairly fo11ght his ,vay back, scrambling 
arose fro1n the bottom of the chasrn v.~as t1p the smooth slopes desperately. !\101·0 thi~n 
stifli11g, stupef~·ing. The man staggered back once he thought that he could not · ,v1n 
ir1to the crevice, and he really believed tl1at througl1-for the ret.t1rn was a great dc,11 
he "'"Ot1ld 11ever emerge from this trap ali,~c. more diftict1lt than t-hc ot1tward jot1r11el1 

• 

Yet there ,,:as a £~int hope. If he could but But at last he stood 11pon the treachcrotts 
make certain. that the_ cre·v1ce ,vas of no edge of the ,,,et rock, ,vith the cl1asm at his 
depth-that, 1n f net, it led no"'her~he · feet. Gazing ttp,vards, he cottld see the Bia cl{ 
co11~d rclur11, and then he ,vot1ld be battled up Hall·k far above. l\lcn ,vith flaming torches 
again. He \\-",tS tem11ted t~ tttm back aln1ost ,ve1·e stnrading by. 
at 011ce, bt1t fear t1rgcd him 011,,~rds. "Sir Chief r• almost croaked Th-omas Reed, 

For if the Black ,Hawk sl1011lcl disbelieve, gazing 11p. 
and sc11d a11otl1cr man do\v11, and the crev·ice '' ,veil, fool, "~hat ails ye?" snarled Simeor1 
pro,~ed to be of some length, tl1en he Recd llarke. ""\ .... e ret11r11 q uickl~,. ! l\f ethinks I 
-\\"Ot1 Id be rutl1lcssl:y slair1. Better to go m11st make this jottrney ml~sclf if I am to 
a11d make st1rc. kno,v the ft1ll tr11th.'' 

He ,,,.ent 011. '' Na:}", Sir Chief!" came the hoarse shot1t 
And soon he ,vas slitl1eri11g and slidir1g from· belo,,,.. '' '\ ... e arc right I Tl1ere is a 

do,,·n a steep, smooth slope. The l1eat a11d tt1nnel, and it leads to the Long Ca,ro ! •T1s 
s1noke from his flami~S" torch half-blin_cled possible for tts all to escape!" 
hi111. And ne ,vas horrified lvl1en he realised For 011e momer1t tl1e Black Ha,vk ,vas 
that the smootl1ness of the rock here ,vas silent, almost stt1nned by this ne\\.·s, for he 
cnttsed h:r tl1e flooding of tl1e tu11nel. Boiling l1acl 11e,,.er. I'enlly believed that such goocl 

• \Yater st1rgcd tl1rough here at regular fort1111e ,,·011ld come his wa:r. All the other 
ir1ter, als througl1out tl1e day· and r1ight- men stood b,·, their faces expressive of tense 
,,·eek i11, ,,..eek ot1t. It \\ras 1m1lossible that and o,·er\\ilelming excitement. 
tl~is c~a1111el cot1ld lend to t~1c Long Ca,,e, The11 sttddenly the Black Ha,vk brolce the 
other,,·ise the. Lo11g Cave itself ,vot1ld be spell. He bt1rst i11to a ,vild roar of 11oisJ". 
flooded. . tritl1npl1a11t la11ghter. 

Tl1en Reed made a d1sco,·ery. '' Rot my b011es ! So the Lo11g Ca, .. c may 
\\.,hilst the . smootl1 channel led straight be reached ?'1 he bellowed. .. \V ell clo11e, 

do\Yil\\ .. ards, 11r1qt1estior1ably i11to the OO\\·els of Tl1omas Reed! For this )"O shall recci,·e 
· the eartl1-bt1t to the ver;y scat of tl1e ge~·scr many privileges. H{\ncefortb :yo11 can count 
-there l\·as n11 opening i11 the rock ,vall to yottrsclf one of mJY close liel1te11ants. Hark 
tl1c left. A11d, pceri11g tl1rot1gh tl1is, R.eed ye, al1 ! Let Thor11us Reed be respected nnd 
sa,,~ tha.t there ,vas a11other narro,v fissL1re. obe)~ed, for he has my favour.'' 
,,,itl1 n rot1gh 1·ock floor, ,vorn smooth nt tho The ruffian belo,v glo,ved ,,·ith satisfaction. 
co1nmenceme11t. Bt1t the floor led up\\·ards, It had been ,,·01·th the risk I 
a:nd . it \\"as clear thn_t the boiling ,vatcrs, He \\·as hauled up 1,y the ropes, for already 
s11rg1ng do,vn the 1na1n fissure, only entered ominotts bubblings and swirlings were to be 
a. ~hort ,vay, and ,.,·ere the11 baffled b)· the heard far be~o,v, and there ,,·as a _great deal 
r1s111g slope. . more st¢am no,v than b·efore. E, .. 1der1tly tl1c 

The man f?rced his ,vny thro1~gh nnd Black Ha,vk had miscnlculated.. The next 
climbed. And 1t ,vas or1ly a short climb, for '' cruptio11 " of boiling water ,,·as imminent. 
the fissu1·e took a ittrn, and then there ,,,.as '' \\"" c 111t1st wait, a11d TIO\\" that ,ve kno,,r 
a steep desce11t. There '!as no ste~m here wl1at ""c do kr10\\r, ,ve can ,vait ,vith calm 
no\V, and Reed ca11ght l11s breath in gulp- mind 1," said - Sirncon Harke c111111ing]y·. 
i11gly ~s he. distir1ctly felt. a c11r.:rent of cool, '' When the boiling ,vater sttbside, tl1cn ""e can 
1'ef resl11ng air blovr1ng aga111st his face. make the jo11rney, and tl1ere \\,.ill be time for 

"By Inl' bones!" l1e mut-te1--cd. '' 'Tis 11s alt· to do · so in safety. B11t tell me, 
possible that IIarke is right! There must be Thomas Reed-tell me all that ye did 
an opening here, or there ,,·ot1ld be no air disco, .. er." 
c11rre11t.'' Jonathan Betts and Reresby and Lnne and 

He felt safe 110,v. · He had passed thro11gh the others c1~,,,ded rot1nd. It \\~as a shoI·t 
the cl,Lt1ger zone. And· his confidence re- eno11gl1 storv that Reed told; he ga,·c the 
turned. Ile htI1·ried on, and he almost ga,re details of the side fissttl'e, explaini11g ho,\" the 
n c~r of ll·ild ex11ltntio.n as he began to re• geyser ,vaters flo,, .. ed a,,·a:r ,Jown tl1c main 
co~nise his st1rrot1ndings. He ran no,,,, and channel. 
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'' "".\11c1 ,Yl1ile the ,vater b11bbles t1p, ,ve ,vill 
311111s0 tl1e fools i11 the great cavern ,vho hav·e 
~rectecl tl1e barricade,'' said the Black Ha ,v I<:. 

'' _\ yp" 'ti~ an op11ortunc 111omcr1t, 111y me11 ! 
I.Jct ii's · go to tl1e barriers in f!)rce, and let 
t 1s sl1ot1t definnce, thc11 ,ve ,,,.111 appear to 
ci11a rrel ~mongst Ott rselves, ancl_ I mt1st qi1ell 
t}1e n1t1t111Jr· Let t.he dogs th111]{ that most 
of ,~c are 1,ipe for st1rre11clcr, ancl tl1at 11 i11 
111 v ... fury·, ,vi ti 11ot permit it." 

1 t ,,·as an excellent piece of st.ra tegy, nnd 
,vortl1y· of t.110 Black Ha,,,.k's cu nni11g. 

i\Ia11,? of the1n" i11clt1ding the lla,vk 11im­
Et~lf, \\~cnt clo,vr1 ·tl1c great ti11111el, and, ct1rs­
jng sa,~age]~y, they cla,ved at tho barricades, 
a11cl peered tl1rot1gh nt tl1e ma11y men ,vl10 
st0<>cl beJ·ond 011 gtlard. 

Nelson Lee l1i1nsclf ,vas tl1ere, and by no\V 
t }1e l1arrier hacl bee11 1nade in11Jrcgnable. Lee 
l1acl receivecl the asst1rancc of ma11y men that 
tl1ere ,Yas no (lossible ''bacl, door,,· ot1t of 
1 l1is tu1111el. Not a man l1acl t.hot1gl1t of the 
Long C1a, .. f\, for it ,vas a consirlcrable clist.ance 
a\Va~y, nnd 11obocly associated it ,vith this 
other h111ncl. 

",,.·ell, Simeon Harke, are :you of a 
<liffcr•~11t 111ir1cl ?'' aslicfl Lee. 

'''],is ,vell for the people tl1at ~·e are in 
co1nma11cl," s11ecred the Black: Ha,vl~. 
'' \\ta tcrs runs ir1 their 1narro,,·s, ar1ll bt1t for 
~·ot1r lea{lei-~~l1ip the)' ,vo11ld he as docile as 
1·abbits. "'Tis a fact I sl1all rernen1bcr, l\1astcr 
Lee!'' 

''Do· ·not proYoke him, Sir Chief, I lJeg !'' 
ca1no the agitated ,·oice of Jo11atl1a11 Betts. 
'' ~"or is 11ot :\I aster Lee ir1 a position <Jf 
advantage? 'T,vot1ld bo better for 118 to 
rr1al,e ter111s--'' 

'' Ter1ns ! '' tl11111clere() tl1e Black H n ,v J{. 
'' 11011es a11d bloocl ! Xever! Get back, cattle? 
I am i11 con1mand l1cre-aJ', i11 corr1mar1d of 
the entire co1nmt111it)" ! Tl1ir1l, :ve tliat I 
a~cept tho at1tl1ority of this i11trt1der?" 

!~el.son Lee Jistenccl griml:y. A sqt1abblo 
arose, a11cl it ,vas evicler1t that blo,vs ,,·ero 
exchanger1. The n1e11, n1)1Jarer1tly, ,vere get­
ting otit of l1nnrl. 

It ,vas as ,veil tl1at tl1e Black Ha,vk: clid 
not ov·erclo this piece. of play-acting-for 
n man of Lee's sl1re,Yd }Jercepttb11 ,vo11lrl l1a vo 
seen thro1.tgl1 it. It ,vas, indeecl, n risk~~ IJro-­
cee(ling; bt1t it. ,vas cngir1ecrecl cle, ... crly, a11cl 
e,·er:ytl1ing appeared · natt.1ral. Argt1ing 
amongst thctnselves, the trapped pirates re­
tircrl tip the tt1nnel. 

A11d Nelson Lee, ,vl10 felt that it v.·011ld 
no,v 011ly be a 111a tte1· of h<Jt1rs before tl1e 
rascals stirrcnrlcred, ,,·er1t ,vith Dr. Otto to 
seek sleep. Ile 11ecded sleep baclly. 

T IIE l1ottrs f)assed, anrl 110 ~ign came fro1n 
tJ1e entrappecl me11. It ,vas belicveci 
that tl1ey ,vere sleeping further tlJl tl1e 
tu1111el, exl1a11stcd hy their 1011g efforts. 

Perhaps tl1ey ,vere ql1arrelling a111ongst them­
~cl Ycs, l11 a11y case, tl1is stt1bborn feft1sal to 
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Sltrrender cottld not continue for many hours. 
'l~l1rot1gho11t the cavern community, the 
1,eo11le belic1,ed tl1at the Blacli Hawk ,vas 
clo11e, and that l1is po,vcr had been wrested 
fro111 him for ever. 

But the Black Ha,vk was actually pla~ying 
u trt1mp card. 

80011 after tt1e boiling ,vatcrs hnd st1bsided, 
aft~r the ge:yser's 11ext period, the Ha,vk l1im• 
sci£ led tl1e · \\·ay do,vn i11to the fissttre. 
Tl1omns Reed ,vas '"?ith hin1, to act as gt1idc. 
'f·l1e otl1ers folto,ved. 

T\\"O l1011rs l1ad elapsed l>efore tl1e last of 
tl1e 111et1 l1ad co1ne do,vr1-for it ,vas a long 
and te(liot1s business. Bl1t at lengtl1 they 
,vere all ,vitl1in tl1e Long Cave. A11d b3-1 r10,v 
11igl1t l1acl co~, altl1ough it n1ad~ 110 differ• 
euce to tl1e pirates .. 

IIere, i11 the l.oug Ca\'e, there ,vas food­
ancl <lri11l~, too. For this cave co11tained many 
ca.;;es of food ,vl1ich hac:l been stolen f rotn 
tl1c liner, Torania-on that dramatic occasion 
,,·l1ct1· tl1e ·nlncl~ Ha \V 1~ a11d his men l1ad taken 
tl1e olcl Porto ~Int·lo ottt; i11to tl1e bpcn sea, 
ar1d l1ull co1111nittccl an act of sheer high seas 

• }lJrac:r. 
Ar1d amo11gst tl1e many cases ,vere some 

coutaining bottles of \\'ine and eve11 mineral 
,ra ters-,vl1ich tl1e pirates had mistake11 for 
\\·ine. Foocl, too-biscuits, cheese, btttter and 
tl1e like. 

111 tl1e tla t·l~ness, and ,vith great cat1tion, 
(toze11s of tl10 cnses vvere broken open, arid 
tl1ei'e sq11attecl t}10 desperate men, eating, 
clrinking. ~lnd rccov·ering their &trc11gth at1(l 
,·igour. l\ll>st of them had already slept, .so 
l-11e foo<l ar1cl drinlc, on the top of that sleep, 
tur11ell tl1en1 i11to new men. 

T11e)· ,y0re fired, too, by the spirit of their 
leader. Ile it ,vas ,,·ho had rescued them 
f rozrt tl1a t trap. Now they had a chance of 
recoveri11g fttll po,,·er in the great caver11. 

"Thej· ,verc an active, determined force. They 
,,~C'rc all ar111ed, ancl the fight vrhich was to 
t.ake pla<'e n1t1st necessarily be a fight to a 
fini.~11. If tl1e~y gained a decisive victo!_y, the 
1·~,·olt \Yo11lcl be over, and tl1e Black: Ha,\·k's 
po\Yer ,votdd be greater than e,"er. 

Sin1eon Ilarke l1imself "?a.s fully a ,va re of 
tl1e critical natt1re of tl1e sitttation. Ile ,vas 
it1 110 l111rrv·. It ,•-1ot1ld be better to \\'ait until 
the ni gl1t ~ ,,pas ,vell,. advanced. By tl1en the 
J)ec,ple \Y0111d lJe sleepy; t.!1ey ,vot1ld be lt1Ued 
jzitu a feeli11g tl1at all v.~as ,vell. 

Tl1e Black Ha,vk ,vas cot1nting fully upon 
tl1e element of sttrprise. It ,vas an enor­
mo11sly i111portant. factor. He \\"Ot1ld malce his 
attncl, in tl1e renr~and \l~ould spri11g it like 
a bombsl1cll. 

He po5Scssed the key ,vhich alone ttnlocked 
the l1eavv· doors gt1arding t-he front of the 
l-'011g Ca\·e. ...~11d now he used this ke)"', 
oper~ing one of. the doors ever so slightly. 
Il11 t l1e 11eed not ha vo been so cautious, for 
no 1ne11 ,,·as hereabot1ts. 'l'he cave was 
sit.t1at.ecl nt tl1e end of the qt1nint township, 
and just in fro11t., there \\·as a ,,·ide roadway 
of rock, ct1rving rot1nd. ~.,ully three hundred 
)'a rds a \Va)· men ,,·ere standing in grottps 
rot1n<l tJ1e great barricades. The Blnck Ha\\"k 

gazed 11pon their backs: Not a ·man. was 
even looking in hia direction. There \\'as no 
sigr1 of Nelson Lee-for Lee was still sleep­
ing. Ile had left instrt1ctions that he ,va3 
to be awakened if any fresh developments 
took place. But within th~. t11nnel . all \\"as 
quiet-which ,vas not surpr1s1ng, seeing tl1at 
the pirates were no longer there. 

'Twill be easy, Sir Chief,'' whispered Betts, 
as he peered through the opening. 

l . ,,, 
'' .1\ye, \ve'll cut the mon_ .·~, s to pieces. 

gro\\'led the Black Hawk. Get the men 
ready, Jonathn11 ! \Vith full stomachs, they 
are bold enot1gh ! We wait no longer.'' 

The \\?ord \\·ent rot1nd, and the n1en, eager 
and excited, ,vithdrew their weapons, and 
gripped them with determination. 

Then, at a ,vord from the ]ender, the cave 
doors ,,,.ere s,vt1ng open, and the ,vhole pirate 
force ran out. Yet not a _ ma11 . t1 ttered a cry. 

So complete ,vru; tl1e surprise that the de-­
fer1ders, at the barricades, knew nothing t1ntil 
tl1e at.tackers l1ad covered l1alf the distance 
from the I-4ong Ca,,e. Not until then \\"as 
tl1e move seen. 

And eve11 \\·hen it ,vns seen, the people 
,vere so staggered that thn_y ,vere mo1nen­
tarily paraljTscd. They cot1ld not be blan1elf 
for tl1cir sca1·e; for they ,vere peace-loving 
J)eople, and had never really believed tl1at 
their rc,·olt Vt1'ould come to a hand-to-hand cor1-
flict. l\Ioreover, the st1rprise was devastating. 

''Faith, am I mad?'' shot1ted one 1nan. 
'' ''f i.s the Black I-Ia ,vk himself-and l1is men! 
Thev come ,vith bared swords!'' 

'' Bt1t 'tis in1possible !'' croal<cd a11otl1cr. 
'' Tl1ey are entrapped in the tunnel--'' 

'· Yot1r \\"Capons, men !'' bello\ved nnothet·, 
more qt1ick-witted than the rest. ' 1 ''fis r10 

time· to ans,ver riddles I The dogs ·have 
escaped, and the)· attack t1s !'' 

Tl1en, all it1 a mome11t, pandemonittm ,vas 
let loose. · 

Tl1e sho11ts and crie.s of the defenders ,vere 
clro\\·ned by the trittrnphant ~yells from the 
pirates. 'l,l1en came a great· crash. The 
Blacl, Ha,-.·k and his men ,vere po\\-rerfu! 
i-t1ffians, and tl1ey \\"ere trained, too, in the 
brt1tal art of fighting. They swept amongst 
the people, scatteri11g them, rr.niming tJ1em, 
a11d strilci11g terror into most l1earts. 

Nelson Lee, a\\·akeniftg sttddenly, in Dr. 
Otto's httmble d,velling, heai-d t.he conflict. 
In a moment he ,,·as on his feet, arid in 
anot~er, moment l1e ,vas out of the house a11d 
running. 

'' By James!'' he exclaimed savagely. 
Somebody had blur1dered. Tho bnrricades 

were intact-and yet the pirates had C6Caped. 
Then there \\·as another ,,·ay out of the 
tu11nel ! Lee, in that momer1t, \\·as filled \\·ith 
a bt1rning fury. He did not think thnt he 
l1ad been betrayed, but it ,vas ob,,ious tliat 
the Black Ha\\·k kne,v more of tl1e tavern·'s 
secr~s tl1nn the other people. 

Only once did Nelson Lee pause. Re had 
on him some rockets. He and Nipper had 
carried them ,\·he11 tl1e}· l1ad gone out on 
their night jat1nt. And son1e hours earlier 
Lee l1ad cleverly con~rived 011e rocke_t out 
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of threP. They were small, but intensely 
owerful. And he believed that by eff ectir1g f he change, the triple rocket \\·011ld carry 

to the very roof of the cavern, and emerge 
ii1to the open air. He had only prepared it 
in the event of an emer_gency ,vhich .he had 
believed would never arJSe. 

Yet it had arisen! And his first task now 
,vas to '' pla11t '' tl1e rocket firrnly, and to 
Ii «ht the patent releasing fuse. 

0\Vith a sizzling 1·onr the rocket shot up­
,,·ards-up it \\·ent, far, far i11to the vagt1e 
dome of the cavern. Some- distance up there 

-'\\"'as another treme11dous 1·eport, and the 
rocket, sle,ving off, and taking another 
course., contintted its up,vard Hight. 

Lee did not wait to see the end-for his 
attcr1tio11 \\?as distracted by ,vild shouts. He 
tt1rned a11d saw that the people were fleeing. 
'11l1e Black Hawk and his men had gained. the 
11pper hand, and· were in full pttrsuit. 

A11d Nelson Lee saw his opportu11ity. 
R.t1n11i11g forv.1ard, he shouted at the full 

pitcl1 of his lungs, urging the people to rally. 
~Ien ,vere ru11ning from all the ho11Se.s, they 
,vere con1ir1g tip from every side. They met 
after converging upon tl1e big open space in 
tl1e centre of the ''to,vn.'' 

''Hold!'' tht1ndered Lee. '' Are you going 
to let the Black Hawk master you? Co1ne 
,vith me-to the attack! If you fail now, you 
fail for ever 1'' 

,vords like these had a tremendous effect. 
!\Ia11y of the men shouted aloud in their ne ,v 
e11thusiasm. They rallied magnificently. And 
tl1cre, in that open space, the sta11d 1,ras made. 

CHAPTER 10. 
The Rocket. 

ANY a long day \1lou1d pass before 
Lord Dorrimore and his companions 
,, .. ot1ld forget the wild scene that 
eventft1l 11ight, in the village of the 

llcru;t lien. 
'1,l1ere was no question about the friendli­

ness of tho priIDitive nati,res. Lord Dorri-
111orc, _ Nipi-Jer, Handforth, Ama11da, and 
U1nlosi ,vere the guests of honottr. They 
,vcre placed in the centre of a11 enormous 
circle, and their hosts, grinning a11d cl1atter• 
i11g joyottSly, brot1ght them strange foods. 
It ,vould ha, .. e been risky not to eat the stuff, 
so they managed, somehow. Bt1t it ,,·as an 
effort. 

This happened in the afternoon, long before 
s11ndo\\"11. It ,vas afterwards, i11 the d11sk, 
that a nt1mber of great fires ,ve1·e lit, and 
the gtteste sqt1atted in the centre of these 
fires. All around them the Beast lien made 
n1erry, da11cing, capering, and, in fact, in­
dulging i11 a ,vild orgy of primitive merry-
1nal<ing to celebrate this great occasion. 

The village ,,·as sit11ated about &.WO miles 
on the other side of the '' crater '' opening. 
It ,,·as on rising ground, and, near by, there 
,,,,ere ma!ly clttmps of the strar1gc fungl1S. 
The huts of the- village were composed, 

mainly, of dried creepers, cunningly workeJ 
together. And Dorrie was inte11sely inter• 
ested in the storie implements of the nativee. 
These people were singularly akin to pre-
historic man. . 

'' Can't \\"e go yet?'' asked Handforth1 after 
night had descended. 

'' l:Iy dear kid, you don,t understand the 
pri1nitive mind,'' replied Dorr1e, with a sigh. 
~, I've had more than a taste of it-and I 
k110,v I The beggars \vill keep up tJ1is pranc­
i11g a11d caperi11g until dav;n-and if we sug­
gest going before then, we shall off end them. 
A11' ,ve don't want to offend them. .They're 
friendly no,v, and it will pay us to keep in 
their good books.', 

'' \Vise ~·ords N'Kose '' came a rumble , . ' 
from Umlosi, who ,va-s squatting do\\'ll and 
accepting the situation with all the patience 
of his race. 

'' What's more,'' went on Dorrie, '' as the 
night advance.a,, the revelry \Vill become 
,vilder, so you'd better be prepared. T;here's 
no tellin' exactly what ,, .. ill happen. Our job 
is to sqt1at here and take everything calmly.'' 

It ,vas much easier to sit there calmly now. 
For they kne,v that Nelson Lee was safe, and 
that all was ,vell in tl1e big cavern. Nipper 
hin1self felt strangely at peace ,,,,ith all the 
,vorld. After a "·hile he and Handforth and 
Amanda slun1bered as they sat--ar1d Dorrie 
and Umlosi dicl not d1stu1·b tl1em. 111 spite 
of all -the u11couth souncls arot1nd those young 
people, they slept. And tl1e Beast l\fen V\'ere 
far too occtipied in their revell'y to take any 
notice. 

'' As lorig as they don't ask us to join in, 
they can keep it up as long as they like," 
said Dorrie comfortably. '' Anyhow, they will 
·have ,vorn tl1emsel,·es out by the mornin', 
arid then ,ve shall be allo"-ed to quietly slip 
ff ,, -

0 . 
His prophesy ,,·as accurate. For as ~he 

nigl1t advanced, so the Beafit ?rlen became 
wilder and wilder in their dancing and iu 
their a'1tics. l\far1y of the \\~omen, similarly 
clothed in creeper costt1mes, joined in the 
dancing. But no children "·ere to be seen­
they ,vere kaatt within th~ ht1t,s. The \VOman, 
Dorrie 11oted, ,vitl1 a scn.se of shockJ were 
amazingly different from tl1e men. Their 
skins were ttndo11btedly \vhite, and their 
features were by no means u11comely. Unlike 
the men, their faces ,vere quite hairless, and 
although the hair upon their heads was 
allo,ved to gro\v long nnd unkempt, the effect 
was not displeasing. The women of this ex­
traordinary tribe were more like prehistoric 
women than the men were like prehistorio 
men. They seemed to have stepped out of 
the pages of a natural history book. 

Dorrie kne,v that it \\'as impossible to judge 
the people at the present moment. 'l,hey 
v.~ere 11nder tho infli1ence of a tremendous 
emotion; and it ,,~ottld take them the ,vhole .... 
night to get over it. Dorrie began ,vondering 
if this ,·illage constitttted the whole tribe. 
Tl1ere were far more people here than tha 
,Tillage itself could -hold. They mttst have 
come from other little settlementa, which were 
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dotted here and there over the island. This, 
in fact, was a sort of gathering of the cla11s. 

And wl1en the revelry was at its ,vildest, 
· and \\"'hen Dorrie's thot1ghts ,,·ere far away 

fro1n Lee and the Black Ha,\·I~ a11d the people 
of the cavern, somethi11g happe11ed to remind 
l1i111 ,vith a sharp jar. 

'' Great glory!'' he ejact1lated suddenly. 
'' Look, Umlos11', 

'' I have already seen, N'I(ose ! '' said 
Umlosi unemotionally. 

The thing they saw v,as a burst of red fire. 
It appeared to come frorn the grot1nd itself, 
a11d for some moments Dorrie ,,·as pttzzled. 
He had cat1ght a glimpse of a few SJ)arks, and 
the ral glow changed tl1e lar1dscn1)e, a mile 
or t,\·o nhend, into a blood-red radiance for 
some mome11ts. 

Then the phenomenon st1ddenly ceased. 
'' You know what that means, don't 1~ou ?,, 

aslced Dorrie sharp]~"". 
And so charged "' .. ith concern ,vas his tone 

that Nipper instantly a,,,.oke. One look at 
D,,~rie's face told him that son'lething ,,·as 
amiss. 

'' What is it, Dorrie?'' asked Nipper 
qttickly. 

'' \:~ou dicl11't see tl10 rocket, did yott ?'' 
''Rocket!'' 
''That's what it \\"aa '' replied Dorrie, and 

he briefly exp la i11ed. ' 
'' But-btit I don't understand!'' said 

Nipper .. 
l-Iandforth and A1na11da ,\·ere a,vake no,v, 

too, anti they ,,·ere listening wit!1 bated 
breaths. 

'' That red "'low was caused by a rocket­
and it ,vas a distress rocket!'' replied Dorrie. 
'' One thing is absolutely certain-the rocket 
\\"8S sent up by Lee. Why should he se11d it 
tip if everything was all rigl1t in the ca,rcrn? 
It did not qt1ite reach tl1c open air-but burst 
jt1st below the rim of the crater, a11d only 
the red glare appeared. Ancl even no\v I 
can't understand how the rocket came so 
l1igh. '' 

'' Perhaps tl1e guv'11or fixed t,vo or three 
of them together, or something,'' said Nipper 
sl1re,vdiy. '' He had a few of the rockets in 
:his pockets. Oh, my hatl \\~l1at do you 
th i 11 le it means ? '' · · 

'' T 1·ou ble ! '' replied Dorrie promptly. ''An' 
\\·l,at's more, V\~e're goin' along to the rim 
of t.he crater to ha,·e a look. 1''1'e got some 
binoculars here '' 
· ''So ha,,.e I!'' exclaimed Nipper qt1ickly. 

'' Good enottgh ! We otight to be able to 
sec the cavern floor quite clearl:y through the 
glasses-and ""e shall be able to get ar1 idea 
of \\"hat's ha.ppenin', '' said Dorrie. '' Come 
on ! Everybody! I doubt if the Beast l\:len 
,\·ill even kno,v if we've gone. They're 
be~yond it no,v. They're in a frenzy.'' 

'fhe possibility that some dramatic develop­
ments had occurred in the ca·rer11, \\'ith 
Nelson Lee in peril, made them all reckless. 
They left their· places in the centre of the 
great circle, and such \\7 as the preocct1pation 
of the rrimitive tribe that no uotice \Va! 

ta lien o the guests as they. literally pushed 

their " .. ay thro11gh the capering, frenzied 
circle. ~~riendly as this demonst~ation \\·as, 
tl1e little party \\"'as glad enol1gh to be free 
of the Beast l\fen's ,~illage. Having passed 
throt1gl1 the ot1tskirts of the settlement, 
Dorrie a·nd l1is co1npa11ior1s brolic into a rtin. 

'' Thi11k they'll come after us, sir?'' asked 
Handforth breathlesslv. 
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'' I dottbt it-and, in a~y case, they' re not. 
a ftcr our blood no\\·,'' replied Dorrie. 1

' Let 
tl1em get on ,vith it!" 

'' I ,vo11dcr \\·hy tho g11v'nor sent up tl1at 
rocket?'' said N 1pper. '" The dickens of it is, 
eve11 if ,ve discover he is i11 danger, ,,~e can't 
do an}·thing. The Black Ha,\·k blocked the 
tt1nr1el, so ,ve can't get do\\"D to tho lo,,·er 
level-ancl ,ve're hardll'· likely to tal,e a ride 
do,vn on PteradactJtls ! '' · 

'' But \Ye have ropes,'' said Dorrie. 
They did not clo mucl1 talliing as they ran. 

Any kind ~£ talk, in fact, ,,·as idle.. They 
kne\V nothing l .. et. Tl1e first t.hing "'as to 
get to tl1e crater, and gaze do\vn into tl1at 
,,.ast ,·oid. 

Some of tl1e grot1nd \\·as rough, hl1t, on 
tl1c \\'hole, the adver1tt1rers met \\~ith no 
serio1u; diffict1ltics. 

TheJ" came 11pon the erater eclge s1.1ddenly. 
Hurrying round some projecting rocks thev 
!ot1i1d the grot1nd sloping sharrlJ·-nnd 'there, 
Jt1st ahead, tl1ere ,\·as the vast void, stretchi11 r, 

a,\·ay for a full mile. 
0 

'' Care£ ul here!'' said Dorrie sharply. '' One 
slip, an' it's Ki11gdom Come!'' 

11hey had · not bee11 on thie side of the 
cavern before, and the rock edge ,vas not 
so safe. However, right near the edge, they 
found the rock to f.Je_ level. A:11d1 going do\\Tn 
full length, they l\"ormed tl1e1r l\·ay for~,.ards 
11ntil their heads were cra11ing ov·er the rock 
lip. 

''Oh!'' murmt1red Amanda, ,,·itl1 a little 
shiver. 

Bttt llandforth ,vas holding-her. Tl1e sicrht 
\\'as enot1~h to S~'n(l a11)~body dizzJ7

• They 
\\·ere gazing straight do\\rn through tv.'o 
thousand feet of space. And there, far, fa.r 
b~low,_ the flooz of the cavern, 11early ten 
miles 1n extent, \Yas spread out. It \\,.as like 
looki11g down ltpon n great mnp. 

'' Can't see -anything!" mt1ttered Hand .. 
forth. 

The lake ""as ·visible, of cottrse, and so 
,vere t~e ~"ock roads ~11d the fielcls and the 
to,,·nsh1p itself, nestling against the great 
rock ,vall. Bu~. t-l1e ,vhole scene ,-.yas Jiazv 
ar1d blt1rry, o,v1ng to t~e heat \\l'a\·es ,vhici1 
rose tip from the cont111uot1sl:r bt1rning gas 
flares. 

"\\'"'a11 ! ~t seemct.hJ N'Kose, tl1at a battle 
rageth !" sn.1d Umlosi ter1sely. '' Observe the 
n1any 1·~rn1ng fis-t1res, like ttnto ants.'' 

Umlos1 s. eyesight \\"as 11ncannily clear. 
Lord Dorr1more trt1sted to the binocttlars he 
held. By 110,v he had obtained tl1e f octts­
a11d so had Nipper ,vith his own glasses. 

The scene below ,v.is brought mtich 11earer. 
Throt1gh the glasses, Nipper could see 

something ,vhicl1 caused him to dra\v his 
breath in sl1arply. 'I here ,vere cro,,·ds of 
men in the b~g open space of the to,,,nship, 
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011d strctchi11g from there in straggli11g mobs 
to the Jake (_~cJge.. . . 

,, TI1ey're figl1t111g !'' said Nipper eagerly. 
,, Yes, th,1t's it! It's the Dlacl, ~a,vk and 
] . 11g ,, 
116 ga . · .bl ,,, .d H df tl ,_; Bttt it.'s 1mposs1 e. sa1 an or -1. 
"l\Ir. Lee said tl1at tl1e Black lfa,vl{ ,vas 

~ II 

})ottled up. 
· "Tl1e11 he must have becon10 1111bottled," 
ret.ortcd Nipper. "Tl11·ot1gl1 the glasses I 
ca11 recog11ise then1 casilJ"'-1 ca11 e,·en see 
their clotl1i117 a11(l tl1cir great beards. By 
Jove! 'l"hey re i11 1·etreat, too.! There are 
hti11dreds of peo1Jle agai11st them, a11d they're 
figl1ti11g like mad!'' 

•• Let's ha, .. e a look l'' begged Handforth. 
'' Be a S}JOrt !'' 

Nipper passed tl1e glasses across. ,vhat 
J1e l1ad said was true. U11dci· Nelso11 Lee'~ 
Jcn,lersl1ip, the Jloople of tho cav·ern had 
rallied, and no,v, i11 great force, they ,, .. erb 
l111rling themselves 11pon t.l1c e11emy. The 
Black Ha,vk and his men, s11rpriscd by tl1e· 
fc1'"ocity of the cot111ter-attack:, ,vero givi11g 
gro1111d. Tl1ey l1ad believc"l that t}1cy coul<l 
qt1icklv regai11 co11tr(?l. Bi1t _they ,vere fi11d­
ing that the plan, 111 practice, '\\·ns totally 
different f1·om ,vh,it it had lJccr1 in theory. 

Tl1ere ,vas a 11e,v spirit abroad! 
l\Iar1y 111e11 ,vcre ir1j11rccl, a fe,v killed, and 

tl1e llattle ,ve11t 011. Those far above '\\-... ere 
,vatchi11g fasci11atedly-for they co11ld follo,v 
th" progrf\ss of tl1c Ck'l.ttle fairly· clear l~?. 

Nelson Lee, flgl1ting game]:; .. , leadi11g the 
111ore stt1rdy men i11to the heart of the attack, 
,vas i11spiri11g the1l1 all. The detective hacl 
already seer1 so1netl1i11g ,vhich gave him fresh 
]1c1pe. - The ruffians ,vere givi11g way-arid 
bchi11d them ,,·as tl1c lake. 

'' Come, me11 !" thttndcred Lee. "One great 
charge no,v ! We ha,"e them at ot1r mc1~y ! 
\\Te can dri,re th(\m i11to the lake-and that 
,vill be tl1eir fi.nisl1.'' 

'' Hurrah !" ,vent 11p a ,vi]d, tri11mphant 
c11eer, tl1e echo of which reached even to tl1c 
ears of the ,vatchers abo,,.e. 

And then came tl1e charge-reckless, 
co11rageo1ts, a11d 11ndertakcn with tremendous 
,,.igour. It ,,,.as n1oro than the Black Ha,vk 
n11d his me11 cot1ld sta11d. Some of them 
fell. Others r;tumbled nnd hacked a\\,.ay. 
.1-\.11d in less tl1an a minltte tl1ey we1·e all 
r11nni11g, and t-he defenders, t111cler Lee, ,Yere 
l1ot after them. 

I11 ,·ai11 the Black lia,vk atten1pted to 
rnl]y his 1ne11 for a stancl. Tl1cre \\·as no tin1e 
-110 1·00111. Tl1ey \\·ere JJractically at tJ1e 
edge of the lake, .a11d I-'ce and l1is '' ar111y '' 
s,, .. ept 011. A11d the desperate men ,vcre 
trapped. There \\"'as 110 retreat. 111 fro11t of 
them tho charging n1ob., a11d behi11d tl1e1n 
the lake. .. · 

.. Jt11111) !" tl1t111dcred t.l1e Black Ha,vk, as a 
st1dde11 iclea ca1ne to l1im. "Split 111y ,vi11d­
pipe ! Tl1ose of l"C \\'ho car? s,, .. i1n, s,vi111 to 
tl1e great steel vessel! 'I"l1osa of , .. c ,vl10 . ~ 

ca11r1ut s,,,,.1111 may dro,vn, a11<.l 'tis all :ye' 1·e 
fit for!" 

As lie spoke he leapt a11c1 pli111ged i11to tl1e 
,vater. \\·'ithi11 a fe,v secor1ds all his follo,,~ers 
,\·ere ,Yith him, a11cl tl1cy ,vcrc S\\·i1n111i,1g 
stro11gly. Tre1ner1<lot1s sl1ot1ts arose f ro111 all 
alo11g the lake side, a11d tl1e }JCOIJle believe() 
tl1e111sel\i·es to be ,·ictoriot1s. 

It ,vas Nelson Lee \\'ho apJJreciatcd tJ10 
ct11111i11g of the Black Ha,vk's n1ove. 

Driven into a cor11er, desperntc, l1is })!an~ 
all a,,·ry, Simeon Harke had made the 011ly 

possible 1no,,.e. His idea ,,,ns to t.ake llOs-­
sessio11 of tho rttst.:y--sicled old J>orto l\.ta,-l(J ! 

Fro111 above, Lortl Dorri1nore a11cl l1is co111 ◄ 
pa11ions sa,v exactly "'·l1at had ha1lpe11etl. 
Tl1ey sa,v the Black IIa,vlc's 1nen s,var111 tl(J 
the sid<'s of tl1e old crt1iser. Tl1cy ,vcre ir1 

• possession. 
''\Vcll, that's the end of tI10 bat.tlc-for t.110 

time l1ei11, !" said Dorri<.~. "The Blnck lla,,·k 
a11d l1is cre,v ha,~e gral,bed t.l1e battleship, 
ancl i.hey ca11 l1old it, too. The exc:it.cme11t'n 
over.'' 

He ,vns right. 
'fho D!ack Ha ,,rk l1ad not gained tho ,·ictor~1 

he l1ad a11tieipatcc). But ho ,vas at liberty­
ho ,vas in p<?ssessio11 of the Porto ~Iarlo, a11cl 
nearly all his men ,,l'ere ,vit.h hin1. Al>onrd 
tl1at old craft they cottld defy e,·cry attack. 

And the sitt1at-ioi1 ,vas more i11teresti11g 
tl1an e,·cr. For it• \\"'as c, .. icle11t t.J1at Nelso11 
Lee a11d his party wel'e not destinec]-),...et­
to bri11g. peace te t11e stra11ge People of tl1e 
Mist. There ,vns mucl1 '"·ork for tl1c1n to do. 

THE END. 

( Nelson L.,. versus flae Blaclt llawlt-. 
Sen~ational scenes in nezt tf:"c<'l-.'s All­
ThrillinfJ sfot11 of Nelson Lee & C.:o. on tlie 
ls land a.bo·ve tl1e Cloud.s. Look otat Joi• 
'' Tlie Cm,crn o/ D00111, 1 '') 
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- A Ctaeery Word With Your Editor 

~Iv Dear Cl1un1s, 
" 
~Ir. B r o o k s' 

cletectivc - tl1riller3 
(lean I i11g ,vi tl1 tho 
a(l ,·er1 tu r.-. 3 of ~cl­
~011 Lee & Co. on 
tl1e Isla nc.l a hove 
the clot1rls a.re tlic 
real goo(ls, are 
t l1ev not? R.c-

James \'ll1i ttit, 
1411, Fiftec11 Street 
E a s t , c~algar~,, 
.i\lrJerta.. Canad a, 
\V a 11 t 5 corre­
s r)t) l 1 cl ell t S . 

l\liel1ael (]1or1g, 
71-7, \\,.ootll1ot~~e 
R (>a c1 . S in gap o re, 
't\·a11ts a correSl)Ol"l· 

" 111arkablc. s a v :5 

:yotl. 8 i Ill p} J 
,1111azing ! A b:50-

l u tc ly startling 1 
\\ ... ell, ,·ott're right 

Letters to the Editor 
should be addre11ed 

cle11 t. 
Ro11a1(l 

Coles, 5, 
Terra~eJ 
Somerset, 

\\... ll. 
to IIBLSOB LEE LIBRARY, l'leetway Bouse, 

Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4. Sa lisb11 i■j' 
l-,ro111e, 

tl1(\f(\. " I told JtOll thP)7 ,vo11ld lle son1c:tl1ing 
on t of the ordiha rJ·, a11d tl1at ,vas ptt tt111g J t 
111il<ll,y. 111 poi11t' of fact, tl1c~y ~<tYe tur11ed 
ot1t even n1ore- sensation.al th"1;1 I first 
thougl1t, as :\Ir. Brook:, develops tl1c tl1en1e 
tl1rot1gh ea.ch story in the series. I a111 sttro 
,·oll a.re a.II anxiot1s to get hold of next ,,·eek' s 
;torJ". I don't blame :yot1. It ccr~'linly gets 
J·ot1 that \Vajr. 

.... .\.n<l bcca11se this series ha.s pro,·ed sl1ch 
a complete success, I l1avo decided to a.sk ~1r. 
Drook s to ,vo1-:k ot1 t an ex tr a-special startling 
Christmas ~erie~. It may sc0n1 a trifle_ early 
to be thinking of Christmas ,vhen October is 
,~et to finisl1, bt1t ,ve editors haYe to look a 
goocl ,va~l in advance, and fix tip programmes 
for ,,~eeks al1ead. 

Of course, :.\Ir. Brooks is jollj· keen to TV?ite 
tl1is Christr11as sC'riPs~ ar1d }1c is nc .. , deep in 
a plot, ,vhich, for Y ... tlletide ~cnsat.ions a11d 
thrills, \\'ill ,,·ant a lot of beating. Bt1t this 
is a trca t a bott t ,v hie h ,,~e "'·ill talk later on. 
For t l 1 e n1o111l111 t, cl o 11' t miss '' Th c Ca v· ern of 
Doo1n," 11cxt ,vee!c' s dctecti,·e-thriller. 

. ,,rt1at's yottr hobb)"? Are :yott a model rail­
,,·as· expert ? Do :you revel in tl1e b ~ilcling of 
1nodel aeroplan~s? Are yott an expert car­
pe11ter a11d J1andiman? Or perl1aps )~Oll go i11 

for stamJl-collecting, bug-hunting, or cigar­
ette-collecting? It doesr1't mnttf'r ,,·hat )·our 
hobby is, ar1,I ho\\' much of a11 expert ~~ott 
a.ro in tha.t partict1lar pastime, ~Tott ,vill find 
great help in tl1is year"s edition of that 
pop11lar an1111al '' EVER.Y BOY'S HOBBY 
A~NU AL.'' N' o,v on Sale, price 6s. 

This book conta.ins a ,vcaltl1 of infor·mation 
for tho up-to-date bol", intf'rcsting articles on 
111odcrn cngi11ecring, l1clpf ttl tips on n1an_y 
11obbies. and httndreds of photograt)hs ar1d 
lira ,vi11gs. 

'' If )'Ott .. ve got a hol1bj", tl1cn tl1is is :ro~1r 
l)ook. If vo11 lia Vf't1't got a hol>by·, :you II 
jolJ~, soon_, fl11rl one i11 '' E\7 ER\:~ BOY'S 
HODBY A~NU .. ~L.'' 

PEN PALS. 
Vic Yttill, 149, lligh Lc\~ei Road, Green 

Point, CarJe To,l·11~ South Africa, \vants cor• 
respondents-aJre 15-16-l~een on films. and 
l)referab)y in California 

,,·a11ts tu 
hear fron1 sta111p collectors. 

II. H. Da ,vee, 68, ~lanleJr Roacl, \'7l1alle:t 
Rar1ge, Manchester, ,,·nnts a Ucr111a11 a11cl ~,· 
Frerich • correspo11de11t. 

Do11alcl Rathn1cll, Higl1ro~tcl, 17, Halifa~ 
Road, Brighottse, Yorks, ,vn11ts a corre­
spondent i11terested in l1obbies. 

l\Iiss S. Fi11layson, Post Office, Portsea, \ric­
toria, Australia, ,va11ts gitl corres1Jo11dents . 

~liss Aliso11 Beacl1, 22, Brigl1to11 Street, 
Flemington, \\"'.I, ,rictoria, Australia, ,,·ar1ts 
girl cori-espondenra. 

1tfarccllus Pir1to, 2, Cu1nn1i11gs Street, i\1ber­
town, Gcorgeto,1rr1, De1nerara, Britisl1 
Guiana, ,vants corresponde11ts i11terested i11 

sports and stamp collecti11g. Age 18. 
L. \\r. Tre,·or, 70, I-Iigl1 Street, Reln1ont. 

nr. Bolto11, Lanes., ,va11ts correspo11(ler1ts in­
terested in higl1-class m u5ic. 

T. Blaclr,. 46, Alic-e Street. I~i11g \',"'illirln1"s 
To,,·n, Cape Provi11cc, South Africa, ,va11t3 
corres1)0nde11 ts. 

I Stratfc,, cl, 64, Ca111bl'iclge Roacl~ Ki11q 
\\rilliam's 1·0,v11, (~~ape Pro,~ince, Soutl1 Africa, 
,vants correi1po11dc11ts . 

Tok Be,1g Koe, 1, Outram Roarl, Sii!ga­
pore, Straits Settlements, ,vants to hear fror11 
sta1np collectors in Ca11acla, I11dia, Ne\vfo11t1(l­
land and \\1 est I11dies. 

1'1iss Dot J ol1n, 25, Stock Street, Cobu r.r~. 
Victoria~ Australia, ,vants girl corresponde11ts. 

IC. J enni11gs, 11, Ha \,thorn A , .. en11e. Gnin;,­
borot1gh, Lines., ,,·a11ta stamp collecting cor-
resJJonclcn ts. - _ 

J. B. Pizer, 361, Camden Road, Hollo,,·a \~ .. ' London, N .7, ,vnnt.s a correspondent in N ~\v 
York 01· Eastern America, interested in radio 
and stamps; exchange ne,,-spapers. 

Herbert Nott, 238, Sheldrnke Boulev·arcl, 
Toronto, 12 011t., Canada, ,va11ts stamJ) co1·• 
respondents 0t1tsi<lc States and Cn11a(la. 

''"illinm Slogan, 211½, St,. Antoiile Street, 
Sand\vicl1, Ontario, Canada, \\"ants corres­
po11clents. 

K. P..lulligan, 25, Carlton Street, N c,,rto,vn. 
Tnsrnanin, Australia, wnnts to l1enr fron1 
ata.mp collectors ot1t.side At1stralia anll Englnr,d. 

P. Bro,vn, 97, Brigl1t Stre~t, Ro]cer, St1nd~r-
1and, Co. Durham, l\~nnta a corrcspondc11t 
tlo-10) in Australia. Canada, or l11dia .. 
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Sensation At St. Frank's! Handforth Elected Junior Skipper! 

I 

\ 

\ 
I 
' 

Captain of the Remove I For terms Edward O&wald Bandforth has dreamed of 
attaiuing that exalted rank., And how his ambition!is realisedJs_related ~~_this 

tine school story. 

From Information Received. 

T HERE ,vas 110 dot1bt tl1at Os,vald lla11<l­
fortl1 ,vas JlCrfectly seriot1s abot1t the 
forthcon1i11g electio11. Tl1e Remo·ve's 
ja1le ,vas 11ot 011ly ,vorki11g, bt1t pro­

grcssi11g ,vith 1111c.lrcan1t-of smooth11ess. 111 

s1Jitc of a score of hi11ts, Handforth was as 
bli11d to the actt1al trt1th as e,rer. lle fo11tlly 
i111agi11eu that tl1e electio11 \\·as gen11ine, and 
tl1a t he l1ad gai11ed the StlPlJort of the ,~oters. 

Reggio l'itt }1ad suggcstr-d tl1at. tl1cv 
s.l1ot1ld all promise to st1JJport Ha11cly a11d 
,·ote for hi1n, 011ly to re,·eal to l1i111 after the 
clectio11 that he had been ja{Jec1. Tl1at sl1ot1)d 
11a ve beer1 c11ough to give Ilar1cly a lesso11 
11c,·er to try such stt111ts as ptLtti11g up for 
carJtai11cy agai11. 

Bt1t Cl1urcl1 and ~IcClt1re ,vcre 1111ea~,·. 

Tl1ey tried l1ard to sl10\v to tl1ei11 leader tl1e 
sitt1ation. 

At bed-time the:}" tried agai11 to 1nake l1i111 
Eee reaso11. 

'' 011cc rnore, Ila11cly·-jl1st 011cc r11ore !') 
l1rgcd Cl1t11·cl11 aln1ost tcurft1ll~". '' \Ve're ,vitl1 
~you, old- 111a.n-,vc'rc 011 your si<lc-,ve'rc vour 
11als ! '' · .. 

'' Hear, hear!" sair1 1\IcClt1re. '' Yott ca11 
al,vaJ·s col1nt 011 11s, IIa11dy." 

Handforth regarclcd tl1c111 suspiciot1sJy. 
'' Yott ca11't get rot111d 111c like tl1at--'' 110 

began. 
•' We're t-rl',.i11g to ope11 your c:yes to the 

t1·t1tl1.," said Cht1rch clutcl1i11g at l1is leader's 

arm. '' ~o\"\·, keep cool! Don't ch11ck tl1e 
bed at 111e, or pt1sl1 111y J1ea{I thro11gh tl10 
,vall ! ls,> ot1're bei11g foolecl ! The cl1aps are 
ha\-i11g a joke at :your ex1lense, and t.l1ey 
ha,-c11't tl1c fai11tcst i11te11tio11 of making yott 
ski11per. '' 

'' By George !'' sai<l Ha11dforth 
'' s ' t ·t . ? . o :rot1 te a 1 aga111, are yo11 . 
t}1ir1k I 11a vc11't got eyes? Do ~·ot1 
,Yns l)or11 ,vitl1ol1t ears?'' 

·• \\Tell 110--~' 
J 

tl1ic 1{ lv. .., 

Do , ott 
thi11k l 

"Do :rou tl1i1Mf I've got 110 brainE ?'1 

' ' '-!' ', .1. es,--
'· ,,7"}1at.? ~' s11appe<l Hanclf,Jrtl1. 
'' J~r-110 !'' said Cl1t1rcl1 l1astily. '' Yot1'yc 

got brai11s, IIa11<ly· !'' 
'· J~,~c11 a shcc1l l1us got lJrains ! " 11111r111t1re<l 

:\lcClt1re. 
,,7l1ether IIa11dfort]1 J1eard tl1e ln tter rcn1a1'J~ 

or not re111ai11ed in llott1Jt, fo1· at tl1at n10111c11t 
tl1c cloor of the <lo1 .. 111itory sof t1;.,. ope11ccl, a11cl 
n face looked i11. J Ia11(lfortl1 gave it 011e 

gla11ce, 311d fro,v11ed. 
'' Take that t11iug a,Ya:y ~,, he ~aic) curtl>T· 
11eclcl:y Lo11g, tl1e o,Yner of tl1e face, ~lid 

i11to tl1e dor111itorjr. 
'' \\TJ1at. t.l1i11g ?:' lie asl.::ed r1cr,·ol1sJy. 
'· 'l,l1at tl1ing ~Toti',·e just brougl1t 1n-tI1nt 

tl1i11g tl1a t peo1llo call j·otir face !'' sai(l 
Ed,,·arcl Os,valtl. '' 'l"'l1e:y 011ly cull it tl1at out 
of poli t.e11ess. I 'II gi,,.e :yot1 just ten seconds 
to get otltsic.le i11to the corridor--', 

'' Bl1t-bl1t tl1is is l1rge11t ! ~, i11terrt1ptc(l 
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'feddy Long quickly. '' I',·e got some news I'' 
Handforth regarded him grimly. Teddy 

l.,ong ,vas the sneak of the Remove, and 
'' n~\\"s'' with him was merely another word 
for scandal. Teddy made a regular hobbi of 
going about the school, bartering scurrilous 
gossip. Sometimes he -made qttito a little 
cash by this method-sometimes 110 received 
l1is deserts. 

''News?'' said Handforth 001inot1sly. 
.c Great. Scott! Have yott got the ner,;e to 
come here ,,·itl1 son1e of yot1r beastly scandnl-
1nongering? Clear out, yot1 fibbing little 
,,·or1n ! I ,vot1ldr1't believ·e--'' 

''Ol1, bttt really, Har1d~1 !'' interru11tcd 
I~ong. '' This-tl1is is sometl1ing s~eci[1l ! It's 
t.hc t1·uth, too-honest lnj ttn I'' 

'' Honest Ir1jttn be blo\ved I" snapped I-Jar1cl­
fo1 tl1. '' You don't kno\\· the mea11ing of tl1e 
giddy expression ! '' 

''.It's \\·orth ·ten bob to l·ot,, '' said Teddy, 
instinctively bacl{ir1g a ,vay. 

'' \\-.l1y, ,vha t . tl1e--'' 
'' Or-or more!'' ,Ye11t on Long, getting his 

,vo1us out so fnst that tl1ey ' tt1mbled over 
011e nnotl1er. ''\Vha~k out ten bob, Handy, 
nnd I'll give you some i11formation that'll 
make :yot1r l1air stand on end. It's \\,.orth 
every penny of the money, because yol1'll be 
o ble to rt1in the ,,. hole plot!'' 

Ilandfortl1 for got hi:1 grim intentions. 
· ''Plot?'' he said. '' What plot?'' 
'' Thia-this affair of your bein?. elected 

skipper,'' said Tedcly eagerly. '' It a only a 
ja.pe, you kno,v. Tl1ev're fooling ~"Ott!'' 

Church and McClure sadly .shook tl1eir 
heads. If Handforth woltld cool~y swamp 
tlfem with water for saying these things, what 
would he do to Teddy Lo»g ?·· The -chap'a life 
\\·as in positive _danger. · 

'' GC' on!'' said Handforth, deadly calm. 
''It's all a jape, you kno,v,'' ex.plained 

Teddy fluently-his quickness of .speech occa­
sioned by the fact that he ,,,.as telling tl1e 
trt1th for once.. ., Pitt and Full,,·ood and De 
'l alerie and tl1e otl1ers '\\~ent rot1nd, ,,,.arni11g 
us. I'm supposed to be pledged to secrecy­
but I think: it's a dirty trick to play st1ch a 
lo,\·-down dodge on a fine cl1ap lil~e )"Ott, 
Handy.I I tl1ot1ght I'd warn yo11 !'' 

'' For ten l10b ?'' asked Handfort.h darl,ly. 
'' 011, well _ '' 
'' You yot1ng blaclimailer ! I dor1't belie,,.c 

a ,vord--'' 
'• 011, but 1t's honour bright!'' said Teddy 

Lo11g. •• Listen, Handy! Tbe chaps aro 
111aking it a Form jape. They're· goir1g to 
spoof you ttp at your meeting to-~orro\v, and 
then they're going to elect 1~ou by a ft1ll lot 
of ,·otes. Everybody's going to \·ote for you, 
arid the idea is for you to kid yourself that 
,=-ott're captain.'' · 
.. C}1ttrch shrugged his shoulde•r~. 

'
1 There you are!'' he said grrt1H1y. 
'' Do you believe this piffle?'' roared Hand• 

f 01·th. 
'' Of course ,ve belie,"e it!'' snapped 

AfcClttre. '' Ha,"en't we been t.elling ~·ou tho 
same tl1ing for hot1rs?. Dt1t \\"e onl.}" g11essed 
it-we didn't knO\v the actt1al trtttl1. We 
,verc11't incl11ded in the jape.'~-

''You see?'' asked Long eagerly. ''l'l1ese 
chaps believe it, Handy! And it's absolutely 
true! Tal{e rn~· tip, and sho,v e,~erybody that 
you're not to be fooled! The)·'re all laugh .. 
ing 11p their slee,·es-and after you've been 
elected theJt're goi11g to ha,·e a tremendott3 
rag. It'B only a spoof, :)·ou k~o\v-tl10 
Remove has decided. to carry on ,v1thout c1 

skipper ur1til Hamilton comes back. You'll 
be elected and lTot1'll be kicked ot1t of tl1e 
ca[Jtai11cy ~,·ithin ten. minutes! They're simpl>: 
goir1g to mnke a silly goat of yot1-and 1f 
this ,varning isn't ,vorth ten bob, I'll eat my 
hat!'' 

Teddy Long pa11sed, qt1ite ot1t of breath. 
But he had blL1rted ottt the ft1ll information, 
and he ,vaited ,-..·ith keen anxiet,·. It ,,·as ... 
qt1itc charact-eristic of hi1n to sell tl1e Form 
for a fe\\' shillings. 

'' ()h !'' said Handforth at last. '' Oh~ho1'' 
''\Veil, it's a good thing to I,now ho,v tl1e 

land lies!'' gro,vled Cht1rch. '' You're a bit 
of a filthy blabber, Long, bt1t I'm not denJr­
ing that I'm glad to hear the ne,,·s. \\,. c st1s­
pected sometl1ing like this all along, didn't 
,,·e, ?tlac? ,, 

"\\r c didn't st1spcct it-\\·e knc"1" it : ,, said 
l\fcClLtre. 

Ed\\·ard Os,,·ald Handf orth stared at tl1cm 
in amazement. 

''You're both mad!'' he said. •1 Tl1is chap·s 
the biggest liilr- under the st1n ! Do you mean 
to say yott're fooled by hts rot? It's only a 
yarn-inl·ented on purpose to i:ook me of 
some money. I don't believe a v.pord of it­
not a ~iddy Sj:-llable. This election is 
genuine!' 

l~h-u1·ch and ~fcClt1re stared at their leader 
l\·ith .stupefied astonishment. 

''B11t-but can't 3-Tott see?'' asked Cht1rch 
feebly. '' Handy, cnn't yott take \\'arning1 
Long'a telling the trt1th ! Tl1is election is _jt1st 
a jape, and if l·ott go on ,,·ith it yott'll make 
yo11rself the lat1ghing-stock of tl1c school ! '' 

'' l11stead of being Form skipper, .)·ot1'll be 
the butt of e\·erybody'e jokes!'' said lfcClt1re. 
11early on tl1c point of tears. ''Give Long his 
t(\n bob, a11d kick him out! He's sav·ed )'OU 
from--', 

'' I'll sl10,v l"OU \Vhat I'm going to do witl1 
Long!'' interrtipted Handforth fiercely. ''No, 
)"OU do11't, my lad!'' l1e added, grabbing 
Te<ldy befot'e he could escape. '' BJ-· r.eorge ! 
I'll teach you to cornc l1ere \\"itl1 these dottv 
in,,entions. Ten bob, eh? I never kne\,. J·ou 
,,,ere an optimist before!'' 

Qttite helplc~s, Cht1rcl1 ancl l\lcCl11re 
watched. It ,,·as incredible it ,vas t111tl1ink­
able bttt it was an ttndeniable fact that 
Handfortl1 reft1sed to belie,re the truth! Thi~ 
was11't one of Teddy'a ttsual lies-it rang true. 
Besides, Ch11rch and ~fcClure had the e,~i. 
de11ce of their o,,·n senses to gt1ide them. 
Hand£ orth \\1"as so o~<'ssed ,,~ith his dream of 
po\\·er that he was as blind as a bat, and as 
deaf as a post. 

'\\1ith pleading voices, Handforth's chttms 
urged him to be cal'eful. He refused - to 
liste11. They -did everything ... ,,Titl1in tl,eir 
po,ver to con,,ince -h!m, bt1t Ii~ :r,emained \Ill• 
conv·i_nced, 
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,, Oh, all 1·ight !~' said' Church hoarsely~· Aothing · to be seen Qut a writhing bolster-slip 
,, Go to yottr doom! lfac and I wash ot1r ,vith a hall of feat.hers at tl1e top. .~s a final 
hai1ds of yoi1 entirely-you can jol]y well walk mo,·e, Handforth took a fist full of feat.hers, 
j~to tl1e trap, ancl i~,ll s_er,·e yott right.'~ arid forced them into rl"PddJt's tno11th. 

Handforth ,vas11't l1st.en111g. He ,vas quite. . '' Ten· bob, eh?'' snid llandforth. '' TI1at's 
bitf;Y ,vith 'feddy Long. This ttnfo1·t1.1nate all the ten bob :you'll get!', 
yot1ng gentleman ,vas ir1 no co11dition to make Ile hea,red the jt111ior off the bed, car1·ied 
any lot1d protest.. Ho ,vas l~·ing fncc do,vn- J1im to tho door, and ptished h~n1 011t into 
,\··arcls on Hanclforth's bed, anrl Hanclforth _ tl1e passage. He stood hin1 t1prigl1t, ancl 
"ras sitting on the back of his head. A1iy allo"·cd him to lean against the ,,-all. Tl1e11 

·· so11nds that Teddy ttttered \\·ei-e sn1othercd i11 he closed the door, a11d ,\·e11t acr06s to a 
t]1e recesses of the bedc~Iothe8. · \\"asl1-basi11. 

'' \Ve'll .soon deal ,vith tl1is yot1ng blighter!'' 4,, • .\ncl tl1at's that!'' .11~ saicl cal1111y. 
said Handforth c11rtly. Han<lfortl1, irl fact, ltad been cool a11d de-

He _ was thorot.tgh)y indignant. Indeed, liberate throt1ghottt the performance. The 
.. even if he had believed tho story-even if he leader of Stttdy D cot1ld be either ,·ery ex• 

J .had been co11, .. inccd-he v.1ould h:1,"e ·treate<J cited and ,·iolc11t-or ,·cry cool nnd calcttlat-­
:_ Tcd<ly ]~ng in j11st tl1e same \\'ay. For there ing. Ifc ,,·as a fello\v of extremes, a11d he 

,,ras no denying that tl10 l'·ot1ng rascal ,vas a '\\"35 no,v in one of his latter moods. 
. black traitor, and t.hat his prese11t missio11 \\'as '' l'1n not de11:yi11g that Long deser\·cd it, 
,-·. the act of a worthless cad. He descrvcti b11t ~·ott might ut least heed his ,,,.arning,'' 
· ~. drastic punishment. · said lf cCl11re, '' You're being spoofed, 
~ - '' I'tt' show yott how '\\·e dent with thc&;o Ha11dy--'' 
.. cases,'' said Handfortl1. '' Now t.hat I'm '' 'l,here's another bolster-slip here,,, ,;nirl 

~ .... orm captain, J,rn going to be 1nore strict I-fandforth deliberately. '' T11ere's ple11ty 
'. · than c,,..er. ,, n1ore pnst.e, and 11(_\aps more feathers. A1110 
·- He gra-l>bcd tl1e empty bo]ster-slip-the one :yo11 goir1g to dry t1p ?'' 
; . ,vhich Ch11rch had ir1adverte11tly riJlped oper1 '' Oh, yotl. can boil yourself!'' said .:\IcC111re 
, -arid \\"ith a few con,·t1lsive mo,·cments he crossly. 
,- ·. forced it over Teddy Long's ,,,rithi11g f<>rm. In t.he n1eantime, the un£ort11nate Tedcly 
· He tied the end of it rour1d Tedcly's neck, ar1d J ... ong \\"as fighting his o,vn battle otrt in tl1e 

the jttnior ,,~as helplrss in the improvised sack. clcserted corridor. For the first moment or 
The bolB~er-s]ip '\\"M so narro,v th11t he could tl\·o his time ,vas ft111y occupied y,•ith t.11e task 
J1ot even move his arms. of emptying his mouth of down. He had 

''Now, lemme see,'' said Hnndforth s\\·allowed a few feathere, and they \\"'ere fcel-
thoughtft1lly. '' H'i:n ! This isn't qt1ite good ing rather rt1mmy. .~nd he nearly sent forth 
enough. We need-- By George, I kno,v ! a series of "·ild hov;ls, but checked himself 
Church, the paste!'' in time. What \\·ould a n1aster or· a prefect 

''Paste?'' growled Church, glaring. sa.y if one of them happened to come along? 
'' Off the mantelpiece!'' . Teddy would ha,·e no compunction in sneak• 
Church fetched a small pot of paste from ing, but he had an instincti,,.e feeling that he 

the mantelpiece, and wntehed ,vith interest. ,,·011ld be included in the possible punisl1ment. 
Handforth jerked Teddy IA>ng round, and his His only safe method was to gC't back to J1is 

•. face became liberated from the bedclothes. o,\·11 dormitory, and indttce Ht1bbard-"?ho. 
''Help!'' gasped the victim. '' Hi I Fire I shared the room-to help him. 

~. Police ! Leg go-- Ugh ! '' So fa!' he "·as fairly safe. Everything was 
Handforth stucl< the paste-brt1sh into quiet, and he was at least standing on his 

Teddy's mouth, and the cries ceased. feet. But \\"hat wottld happen \\·hen he tried 
: , '' E,-ery time you yell, l,.ou'll get another to \Yalk? .J.Jr1doubtedly, he ,,·ould topple 
• rnoutl1ful !'' he said firmly. o,·er, and then his pligl1t ,irottlcl be hopeless. 

~. With a number of deft s"1'eeps, Hnndforth At all costs he mt1st remai11 in a perpen­
smothered Teddy Lor1g's face ·with paste. dicular attitude. 

· ·Then· he took a palm.full of the stuff, and '' Oh, goodness!'' breathed Long miserably. 
·. rt1bbcd it into the jt1nior's hair as though it '' """hat a, fool I was to try anytl1ing witl1 

,vcre a shampoo. Within a fevl seconds the that beast, Hn11dy ! \Vell, tl1ank goodness 
sr1enk of the Remove ,,·as looking pasty in he's not going to be skipper! Life ,,·ouldn't 

• • 

more than 0110 sense. be ,,·orth li,·ing if he ,vas 1·eally elected I'' 
'' No,v !'' said Handforth cheerful1y. He ,-ent11red upon a hop-since this wn& 
He bent down, scooped up t,,,o handfuls of the only possible means of progression. And, 

t.he loose feathers, and tipped them over once started, he fottnd that 11nless he kept 
· Teddy's Long's head. The res11lt ,vas it up, 110 ,vo11ld topple o,-er. He progressed 
startling. do\\~n the dim corridor in a series of hopping 

· .- --~ jumps . 
· And then, as one might have expected, llr . 

Mr. Crowell Sees an Apparition I Cro,,,ell bobbed ttp again. Bt1t there· ,,·as no 
Y only hat!'' said Chttrch, grinning. coincidence about it this time. The 14.,orm ... 

That paste had done the trick. master ,vas con1i11g back to see if Hnndforth 
Feathers clung to every atom of & C.O. ,,·ere quiet, according to his instrt1c-

. · Teddy Long's face and head. It tions. l-Ir. Crowell wanted to make quite 
,vas only necessary to throw the fragments of sure before he retired. 
flt1ff at him, and they stuck. There ~·a~ now He turned the nr1gle of the corridorJ and 
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tl1011 ~e l1alted, his flesh creeping slightjy. 
l\Ir. (~ro,vell ,,·asn't. a s11perstitiot1s man, bt1t 
l1e ,, .. as· 11early startled ot1t of his ,vits by the 
apfJarition ,vl1ieh appeared before l1is eyes. 

'1111e ligl•t~ hnd bf'Pn turn~d ot1t in the cor-
-'19idor, anll tl1crc ,vas only the moonbearns 
eon1i11g tl1ro11gh tl1e overhead fi;liylights. .t\ 
,vhite figttre "'as con1i11g to,vards hi1n in a 
series of ,vei rel, spasmodic hops. A11d the 
figt1re \\,.as certair1ly nothing htt1nan-a long 
ghostli~ ,,·hite tl1ir1g ,vith a11 enormous kr1ol; 
of fl nffiness at tl1c t<Jp. 

' ' Good 11 ea\' ens ! '' gas lled l\f r. Crowe 11, 
.starti11g back. 

For a brief mor11e11t he simply held his 
llr~atl1, qt1ite t11iable to forrn a11y concltt· 
810IlS. A11d then the spc-)l \\~as brol,en. The 
'' ghost '' toppled over ,vi th u ,·ery solid tl1t1cf. 

'' Crikey !'' ejncttlated the gh<Jst pai11ft1lly. 
''Oh!'' said l\ilr. Crt>\•;ell, hi.s v~ice grin1. 

'' Oh, indeed!'' 
He strode for\vard, annoyed ,, .. ith J1in1self 

for bei11g ev·er1 111omer1tnrily startled. 
,vith a snap lae s,vitched on 0110 of tl1c 

electric lights, a11d he g-azed at the ,vrithing 
form on the floor ,vith amazement tinged 
,vitl1 deep suspicion. 

''Upo11 my \\·orcl!'' he saicl c1.1rtly. ''\Vhnt 
is tl-1e 111eanir1g of this? Boy, ,vho are l"Ott?" 

''Oh, help!'' moaned 'l1eddy Long, acutely 
alarmed. Pup-please, sir, I-I'm Long, sir!'' 

~Ir. Cro,vell made no commer1t for a 
1noment. He recognised the junior's voice, 

. a11d there was no need for nny other identifi­
cation. This Ylas a cnse where t,\·o a11rl t\\,O 
made four. A bolster-slip-anrJ fen thers. 
And not t,venty mintttes earlier Mr. Cro,,·ell 
had see11 si1nilar thirigs it1 If,1ndfortl1's 
dormitory. . 

'' Thi~ is ot1trageous !'' said l\lr. Cro\\·ell, as 
he bc11t do\\"tl and unfastened the top of 
t.he bolster-slip. '' Ca ref ti 1, my boy. Oh, 
well, it cannot be helped now!'' he added, as 
the linen ripped 11p, and as Teddy Long 
strt1gglcd free. '' I pres1.1me that Handforth 
is responsible for this-tlais 011trage ?''. 

'' Please, yes, sir,'' said the feathers. 
'11here was no sign of a f nee, but a mere 

st1spicior1 of a gap \\·here the mottth ,vas 
6itt1ated. 

'' \\rhat is this st11ff-gltte ?'' clemanded Mr. 
Cro,vcll i,ngriJy. - ''H'm! Paste, by the smell 
of it!" he ,yent, on, as he took _a handful 
of the feathers from Lo11g's head. '' Of all the 
extraordinary tricl{s. I can 011ly asst1me, 
J.,ong, that yott a11110J·ed Handfort.h ,;ery 
greatly t for it is r1ot like him to behave in 
tl1is fa~hion. l~ome ,vith me at once!'' 

Long ,vanted to bl1.1rt ot1t e\"'Cl"J'"thing, for 
-his very first instir1C't, ,vhene,,.er he ,\·as ca11ght 
by a master, ,vas to snPak. But he- l1ad no 
opporti1nity, for l\Ir. Crov;ell grasped him 
by the arm, and led him to,\"ards Handforth 
& Co.'s dormitory. The Form-master was riot 
ig11orant of Teddy's character, and he '\\'as 
fairly convinced that Ed,,,.ard Os,vald had 
l1ad certain jt1stification in taking st1ch drastic 
men&t1res. 

And l\Ir. Crowell did not exaggerate the 
enormity of tho ''outrage,'' eithe.r. A little 

paste wottld cJo Long no harm-in fact, it 
\\"ould probably do him good, since it \\·011lct 

compel him to indttlge in a thoro11gl1 ,va~h 
for 011cc. And Mr. Cro,vell knew that Hand­
forth had 11ot deliberately destro:yed a bolste1~ 
i11 order to achie,·c his end. Ho,ve,,..er, the 
matter cottld not -be nllo'\-\·ed to rest. 

Ligl1b, \\"ere ot1t in tl1e dormitor~1' \\·hen 1\-Ir. 
Cro\\•p)] e11tered, b11t it only toolt him a 
moment to switch them on. Handforth ancl 
Church and lfcClure ,\·ere in bed, and tl1e 
litter had been tidied 11p. At least, the 
feathers \\,.ere ottt of sigl1t, althotigh Mr . 
Cro\\·ell had certain st1spicions as to ,vhat l1it<l 
become of tl1cm·. , 

'' Handforth, did yott do this to Long?'' 
snapped lfr. C1-o\vcll. 

''Yes, sir.'' 
'' \\That for?'' 
'' He deserved it, sir,'' said llandf orth simply. 
'' 1,hat is no ans,,·er--'' . 
'' I did11't deserve it, sir!''' broke in Tedd~y,. 

,vhose face ,\·as jttst beginning to apptHtr. '' I 
came and uid l·landforth a good tt1r11, and 
tl1is is all I got for it! I'm all st.t1ck; sir. I 
can hardly talk \\·ithot1t my lips sticki11g 
together!'' 

u Let's hope the),. remain sealed!'' said 
Ha11dforth tartly. 

'' Come, come!'' broke in lir. Cro,\·ell. 
'' Are yo11 prest1mi11g to ,,,..rangle in n1,, very 
presenco? I ,vant the trttt.h, Ha11dfo1·th. 
\Vl1y did you perform this-this extraordinary 
trick upon the boy?'' _ 

'' Sorry, sir-I can't · 5ay any more!'' 
gro,vled Handfc•rth. '' As ]form captain, it 
\\·as In),. -dt1t-y to give him a lesson. l'u1 
\villing to take my grttel, if yo1t're going to 
cttt tip rusty abottt it, though." 

'' I fancy I have e·very reason to-al1em--..:ct1t 
up rt1sty ! '' retorted 1\'Ir. Cro,,,.ell coldly. 
'' And \\·hat is this item of ne\vs )"0t1 give me. 
Handforth? Since when have ~·ott been cap• 
tain of the Form?'' 

'' I'm as good as elected, sir--'' 
'' That's just it, sir!" broke in Teddy Long 

excitedly. '' Handfort.h's being fooled, sir­
a11d I came along t.o \\'arn him.'' 

''Fooled?''· 
'' Of course he is, sir ! The \\·l1ole Remo,"c 

is in the jape!'' panted Long. ''They're 
going to elect Handy to-morro\\·, and. make 
him believe that he's slcipper-and it's all 
spoof. And jt1st becattsc I come alor1g arad 
tip him the \\·ink, he does this. 1-1 hope 
J"OU 'II flog l1im, sir.'' -

Mr. Cro\vell stroke his chin. 
'' .£.i\.11 extraordinarJ· story,'' he said ct1rtly .. 

' ' Indeed, I simply reft1se to discuss it wit.h 
J"0U, Long. Go off at once to the neare5t 
b_ath-room, and ha,!'e a thorough \\rash. No, 
sir-not ar1other ,vord !' 1 

'' But ,vha t abot1t Handfort.11, sir--'' 
'' I '\\·ill deal y,•ith Handfortl1 ! '' rapped 011 t 

~fr. Cro,vell grimly. '' Handfort.h, J"OU ,,·ii! 
come ",.it.h me at once to my own bed-room.,; 

Tedciy Long \\·ent off, his misery slightly 
tempered by the thot1ght that Handforth ,,·as 
no,v abo11t to '' get it in the neck-.'' Ancl 
Handfort~, ,vith a grunt, got ot1t of bed, pltt 
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on - his dressing-gown, and followed Mr. 
cro,vell. 

''\\rell, can yott beat that·?'' asked Church 
disftlstedly as the door closed. 
· ' Beat ,vhat ?'' 

'' \\rhy e,ren Crowell thinks the ,,,.hole ynrn 
is a fali:e ! '' gro,vled Cht1rch. ''It's as clear 
as daylight, and yet he can't see it. If :you 
ask me, Har1dy ot1gl1t to be in a cradle e~1ery 
night_ and in a pram dl1ring tl1c day. I'm 
fed-t1p ,vi th the dott~? idiot!" 

Fi,,.c mint1tes later Ha11dforth retttrned, hi:-3 
face set, his ha11ds tL1cked t1t1der his arms. 
Cl1t1rch and ~1-cClttre ,,,ere 6)-rmpa thetic in a 
moment. All their animosity vanished. 

'' Did he lay it on thick, old son?'' asked 
Church compassionately. 

'' Does it sti11g, Handy?'' inqt1ired McClure. 
Edward Os,vald Handforth ur1tt1cked his 

hands and ga, .. e hi-s cl1t1ms a cold glance. He 
s,"·itcl1ed off tl1e light and hop1Jed into bed. 
The 011ly sol111d he ttttered \\·as a grunt. 

And Cht1rcl1 a11d JrlcClure oould get nothing 
.else out of him. 

being japed? Haven't you heard? Every­
body kno?.s the trt1th now. The cat's 011t of 
the bag. And the ,,·hole thing's a frost. I 
don't st1ppose tl1ey'll carry 011 with it no,,·.:» 

'' Go arid ent coke!'' said Handfort11 grt1fIJ~r. 
He ,Yalked a,vay, as completely at1tocratio 

as e, .. er. He had e,:-idently made 11p his mi11cl 
to take the election seriot1slJ·, arid nothing 011 

earth cot1ld shift his determi11atio11. 
Teddy Lo11g, jn fact., had got do,vn enrlict9 

than a11)1'body else in the Remo,re, n11d it 
had not taken him long to circl1late the fttll 
story. It had been an l1n,vise rno,·e to t.ake 
him into the sche1ne in the first place, for 
he had never JaJecn l{no,v11 to Ji:eep a sec1·et. 

'' Poor old Ha11dy ! '' 
Edward Os,vald started. A n11mber of fags 

were singing a ki11d of chant in the sl1elter 
of tl1e \Vest Arcl1. If Ha11dforth hacl bee11 
,,·iso he ,,,.011ld hal·e ig11orcd them, bt1t he 
came to a halt, and glared. 

'' That's enot1g}1 !'' he snid aggressi,ely. 
'' Cl1uck it, 1-Iandy !'' grinned Dicky Jo11es. 

''\\re all k110,v tit, l1or1·id tr11th. E,·en if 
) .. ou're elected, ~,,ot1'll bo kicked 011t of tl10 
captaincy in t\vo mint1tee. \Vh:y 11ot resign, 

The Cream of the Joke. and look dignified?'' · 
OHN BUSTERFIELD BOOTS, tl1e "The poor old chap is still l101)eft11,'' 

energetic skipper of the }.,ourt.h Form, gri11ned 'l"ommy Hobbs. 
broke i11to a cht1ckle as Handforth ap- '" Ha, J1a, ha!'' 
peared in the Ancie11t House door,vay. '' I.Joor old dt1pe; c,n11't see ,vl1en he's 

It ~}'as morning-Saturday morning-and tricked!'' 
Boots a11d a fe,v other Fourth-F~ormers "·ere Han<lfort.h rnacle a rush, a11d tl1e fags scat .. 
chatting near the fotintain-p]nying the forth- tcred, 1~elling ,vit11 laughter. A11d this sort 
coming ]form match i11 advance vocally, and of tl1ing l\"e11t on continually, \Yl1erever 
,vinning by mar1y goals. They all grinned Handf orth ,vent. He \\·as chipp~d nnmerci-
as Ha11dforth app~ared. ft1lly and in1partially ·by fello,,"s of e,"cry Form 

·'' Hallo, skipper!'' sang out Boots. and every House. In fact~ t.he ,vhoie school 
'' Vote for Handforth !'' _ ,,,.as cl111ckling o, .. cr t-l1e affair-\\?ith tl1e ex .. 
'' Elected by a staggering majority!'' ception of the R.en10,~e. 
''Ila, ha, ha!'' '' \Vell, it's a dirty trick!'' eaic) Reggie Pitt, 
Handforth glared, lifted his noset and -as ho chatted ,vith Ft1ll\\,.ood a11d a fe,v other 

stalked a\\·ay, as though he had heard no11c fello~?s jt1st before breakfast. ''Son1ebody's 
of the sarcastic obscrvatio11s. l1een gassir1g, and the w·hole game is ruined. 

'' It's no good, llandy, :ro11'd better resig11, Handy ,von't st.and for election after this." 
and finish v;ith it!'' shouted Bob Christine. '' Afl owr plans for nothi11g !'' gro\\·led Full• 
'' 'l,hey're _ only fooling you!'' ,vood. ''\~le \7fere goi11g to ha,·e the Jaugl1 

'' We've heard all abottt it!'' yelled Clapson. on him after tl1e election-but this is a giddy 
'' They're kiddi11g you!'' a11ii-climax. It's a pity so1ne chaps ·can't keep 

'' Poor old scout!''· a secret." • 
Another yell of laughter "·ent ttp, nnd De Valerie came up, grinning. 

Handforth set his teeth. He g]arrced rot1nd, '' No need to look so disappointed, you 
and gazed coldly at Church and McClt1re, \\·ho fello'\\·s, '' he sad c11eerfully. '' Handforth's as 
had loyally followed him. They had only enthusiastic as ever-he's determined to ,,·in, 
just come down. a.nd he tur11s a deaf ear to e,Terybod~y·. '' -

'' Who told you chaps to hang round me ?7

' ' ' You n1ean to f;ay ho's still keen on the 
asked Handforth curtly. election?'' 1~ked Pitt. 

''We-,ve Well, we,--'' ''Keener than ever!'' chttckled De , ... alerie. 
•• I don't want :you!'' said Handforth. '' Oh, rot I He's not st1ch an ass as all 

''You're not my chums any more. I've got that!', said Full,vood. 
110 chums; I'm fighting this battle alo11e ! '' But before mon1ing lessons v.·ero cltto to 

'' Can't we have our o,vn opinions now?'' commence, the Remove ,vas startled by the 
asked Church hotly. discovery that Handforth ,,·as going nhead, 

'' Can't we think for 011rsel,,.es ?'' snorted exactly as tl1ougl1~he secret ,vas still intact. 
McClt1re. He steadfastly refused to belie,"e the obvio11s 

''No!'' said Handforth coldly. '' Either I truth, and ,va., pressing his campaign with 
thi11k fot· yot1, or you're not my }Jals. Yot1've • even greater forceft1lI1ess than ever. Ne,v 
pro,,.ed that :your thi11king apparatt1s is all election posters appeared, nnd l1e had already 
rt1sly a11d ,vor1J-:y !'' - 1nadc three sepnrato speeches in the common• 
· ·· '' You-yot1 nss !'' gasped Chttrch. '' Are room, in tl1e Tria11gie, and in the g")'I11., to 
you still tr~·ing to tnal~e out· that :you're not clifl"erc11t group-s - of· electors,_ 

• 
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',And in tl1at spirit he carried on for ·the 
next f e,v days t1ntil l\ilondny, the day of the 

11 RE?tlOVE ELECTION RESULT I~ 

election, da \vned. · 

An Overwhelming Majority. 
ILI~IAlI NAPOLEON BRO\\"'NE, of 

the Fifth, shook his head. 
"\Vhile admitting that Brother 

Hn11dforth has undot1btedly asked 
for this slosh i11 tl1e slacks, one m11st co11fess 
tl1at it is a some,,~hat 1n11rky deed,11 he said, 
as he fingered a sl1eaf of ballot papers. '' I 
t11.1st that yottr 01li11ion coi11cides ,vith my 
0,,1'11, Brother \Villy ?"' 

The slide ,vas .remo,·ed, and another 
s11bstit11ted: 
''HOLD YOUR BREATH AND WATCH­

HERE IT COliES !1
' 

The cro,vds cht1ckled heartily, and Hand­
f ol'th grt1ntcd. Again the slide ,vas 1·emoved, 
a11d the 1·est1lt \\"'U~ displal·ed: 

• 
'' HANDFORTII ... ... ... 45 

PITT ... .. . ... .. . ... 0 
lf ULL,,·"OOD ... ... ••• 0 

l\Iajority • • • • •• ••• ... 45." . '' I don't kno,v abot,t mt1rky ," said Willy 
1-Ianclforth. '' I shot1ld call it a. n·ecessar~,. 
lleed. Ted needs these jolts no,,,. nnd agairi A roarir1g bt1rst of ft1mt1ltt1ous cheering 
to bring }1i1n to earth. Goodness kno,vs, the rose,· a }Jre-arra11ged co11clttsio11 to tl1e rag. 
old nss has liad enottgh ,vainings !" For a solid n1inttte the Remove cl1eercd to the 

ecl10, and tl1en broke i11to u11co11trollable 
·' It beats n1e," said Bt1ster Boots blankly. lattghter. 

H It beats me hollo,v. Ho,v tl1e dicke11s l1e h Speecll-speecli !'' 
can cnrry on ,vitl1 it is 1nore than my brain "Corne 011 . Hund.y·-srJ~ecli !" 
l·ttr1 grus1J !'' " S · l f I h - · 

"\\·e arc ever ready t8 make alfowances, « Ha~"h~, }~·a 1,, e new capbun !" 
Brotl1cr Boots," saic.l Bro,vr1e be11evole11tly. llariclforth, Jookitlg p0 rfectly calm, faced 

'' I diclti ~t ask )'Ott to be ftinn~y !" said Boots, tl1e gri1111i11g tl1ror1g. There ,~·as a ligl1t of 
turniiig red. deter1I1inatior1 in his eyes, too-a light that 

.. I can assttre yot1 that notl1ing is ft1rther Chttrct1 uiid l\IcClure cottldri't qttite ttnder-
f rorll m)· thot1gl1ts, tt snid tl1e captai11 of the d 
..lfifth. "But let ns not ·waste time in need- st~? siJeech !" 
less l1aggli11g. Tl1c Ren1ove a,,·aits i11 the "There's 110t inttcl1 to say," declai'ed Hand• 
Tria11gle, n11d it is ot1r dLtty to complete tl1e forth, ufter he cotild obtairi a hearing. ,, I'd 
co1111ti11g, ancl flasl1 the ,vclcome rnessago liko to thatlk yoti chaps for electing me, arid 
ttpoii tlie sil,·ern screen." :you can trt1st me to handle the Re111ove tact-

,, Same ·sil,·ern ·screen being a bed-sl1eet," fttlly a11d diplomaticall)·--" 
ol,served ,,. ill)', grir111i11g. '- Ila, ha, l1a !" 

"The eo1nn1itteo \\'ns taking its time o\·er '' .t\11d stro11g]~,. !u said Handforth grimly. 
the counting, jttst to give a11 irnpressio11 tl1at O i· Ott ca11 trl1st me to stamp ot1t e,,.ery ki11d 
the ,vhole thi11g ,vas gent1ine. '!,here ''las no of cadc.lishness, a11d to n1ake the ,vl1ole Form 
11eed to cot1nt at all, as a matter of fact, for clean fron1 e11d to e11d. I sha11't be gentle i,1 
e,·er,ybodJ· had ,·oted, and e·verybody J1ad pttt r11y n1ethods-l'1n goin_g to lick the Remove 
i.1 cross against Handfort.h's nan1e. In--fact, ii-1to sha1Je as it's never bee11 licked into shape 
tl1e slide for the magic-lanter11 had bec11 pre• before." 
pared e,,.en before the poll. "Ha, l1a, ha!" 

111 tl1e Triangle the Remo\·e ,vas ,vaiting- '' Good old fire-eater!" 
to say nothing of the entire 'l~l1ird, a11d tl10 "I do11't mi11d ad111itting I'm st1rprised nt 
grenter portio11 of the Fottrth. the majority," cor1ti11ttl'd Handfortl1. "I ex-

'' Look ot1t-l1cre co1nes the resttl t !" pected to ,ri11 hj" a big n1argin, bt1t I never 
The "screen '' ,vas fixecl 11p 011 tl1e ,va 11 thot1gl1t tl1at }litt's st1fJporte1·s \\·ould all desert 

uf tl1e l\foder11 House, ar1d tl1c ma~ic-Jantern J1im. So 1nt1cl1 tl1c bettcr-they',l'e proved 
was installed in 011e of the fro11t .... dormitory their co111mon ser1sc by plt1mpi11g for me!'' 
\Vindo,vs of the Ancient House. A beam •· Ha, l1a, ha!" 
sl1ot across the Triangle, and ,vobbled i11- '' '"fl1e election's over, a11d I'm skipper fro1n 
decisi,Tely on the ivy opposite. It ,vas tl1is mint1te," ,ver1t on Handfo11h, changir1g 
grnclt1ally bro11ght ttt1acr co11trol, and the l1is tone. '' Son1e of yot1 cl1aps are cackli11g 
sheet- ,vas focussed. a bit too mt1ch, and I don't approve of it. 

"Hold ~,,011r breath, eve1j·bodj· !" said And anythi11g that I do11't approve of l1as 
Reggie Pitt tensell,.• got to stop! No\v that I'm in po\\·er, I'm 

A titter ,,·e11t rot1nd, bt1t there ,,·ere no going to ha, .. e tl1ings do11e properl:y. Anotl1cr 
actual laugl1s yet. Handforth stood i11 state ~·ell from JtOt1, Gt1Jliver, and I'll slaugl1ter 
on tl1e Ancient Hottse steps, "'"ith Chttrch and ·)"Ott!'' 
l\-le(1lt1re forlornly by his side. Tl1e:y \Vere '' Ha, ha, ha!" 
ntltnbed. Their leader ,vas j11st as optimistic Not only Gulliver. but c,·erybody else 
as e,-er, jt1st ns certain of l"eal ,-ictor),.· It ho,vled h)?sterically. Reggie Pitt thought it 
,vas bc),.ond all httma11 t1ndersta11ding. lt. ,vns time to point ot1t the dreadfttl truth-
\veird a11d ,vonderfttl. . altl1ough Handforth, 11nless he was quite an 

'· Ht1rrah !., · .imbecile, 1nust k110,v it alread~·. 
'' Herc's tl1e rest1lt !" "Cht1ck it, Handy!'' said Pitt, JlV)t1nting 
A slitlt:) had jt1st -been pt1t ir1., and the t l1e ste11s. "Y 011 l~no,,l as ,, .. ell as I tlo tl1at 

cro\vdt·d Triangle read the follo,ri11g ,rorus: this is 011l~r a rug.'' 
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'' A rag· 1': ~~id II~:ndfo1·th. ",v11ieh is a 
rag 1'' 

·· 'fhis election." 
,. l)o y·ot1 k110,v any more jok:es ?" askecl 

Jlar1clforth co!dl~.,.. 
'' l\Iy dea1· .ass, be sensible!" t1rged Pitt. 

'' 11 l1e ,vhole tl1ing's just a joke. The Ren10,·e 

• 

A dead, n ,vft1l, sttI}Jefiell silence desceuded 
tlllOn the Re111ove. Even tl1e Fot1rth-]forn1ers 
a11d tbe fags, : u11d tho otJ1ers, l1eld tl1eir 
breath. Mr. Cro,vcll's edict l1nd co111e like a 
bolt. from tl1c blt1e. 

d,~icle<l daJ,'":3 ago not to ha,te an clectio11, Handforth·s Trium-pl1 ! 
u1.Hl thait we'1·e going to ca1·ry .011 ,vithottt a RAJ Pll LESLIE FUI L""OOD as the 
captain. ·You cau't spoof mo ;ou didn't know first to find his voi~. w • 
tl1is." e "You don't mean that, sir1" he said 

... ,,~o've l1ad some good a111, and it's all steadily. _ 
, over!'' chltckled Fullwood. '' Yott',-e been .·, I certai11ly do mean it

1 
Ft11I,,·ood." Ai 

, captain for sc,·en minutes, Handy--•• "But, sir, it's only a joke!" JUOl-est.11" 
''Just about,'' agreecl Handforth, glancing Fttll,,~ood in ala1·m. '' Handfo · sc 

at tl1c elock. '' A11d I shall be captair1 for the coiifiderit of being elected that gl1t 
1·tA~t of· the .term, too-and. perhaps lo11ger. ,,·e'd help hin1 by pitchforki11g · ~-- tl1e 
~\

1l1at'ij all t-l11s rot yot~'re eay111g? A 1·~g? A t~aptai11cy by an o,·en\,.helming ~-:, ·.But· 
Joke? A s~f election? Whe11 _ J'Ott ,,.e got . it's 011Jv a 1,ag, sii-·--'' .i' 
so111r-· rno1·e lt1u11y remarks, I'd like to hear s.·. ·,. Tl .. t • •t l F 11 ·ood •• inter 
, , 11 ,J, .w·· 1a 1s q~1 e e11011g 1 2 tl \\. , • . • 

t:J .. iin, ha, hn !" ~pted Mr~ _9towell. "I do not beliel"'e 1!1 
The crow<l was more dive1·ted than ever by ~okt:s of ~ • . yaud I .do _not accept i:1s 

Hundforth's obstinate refusal to see the duy- affair ~ 8, . °Y?u _ha,e ,-~tcd for .Ha,,d-
light. If e,-er a chap deserved to be the fo!1h, ~ D?.ust de by Jour votmg. 
lat1ghit1g-stock of all St. Frank's, su1~Jy ~ut, · ~. -

11 
_ 

lfa11clfo1·th desc1~ed it! '' Eno11gh !" .said tl1e Forn1•n1aster. I _g1, .. e 
l\fr. Cro,,·ell ,vas see11 making l1is vlaJ,. ttly £ttll &111?t1or1 to 1-lan~orth's ca1:>ta1ucy, 

tu,,,ar<ls the Ancient House steps from t.ho ur1.cl fro1n this 1110111ent he 1~ yot1r otlic1ul cap· 
(iireci:ion of tl1e gym11asium-,vhe1·e, in fact, t~1n. A!]d I sl1,~ll 11ot sauct1011 any other elec­
lie l1ad ,vatclied the proceedings, and }1a.d t1~11 t1nt1I Hamilton retual!, ~o )·ou nee<l 11?t 
Jiste11ed to t-he entire programme. He ,vas think that yott can got ot1t of tl1~ matter m 
l()(1ki11g rather grim. that ,va:y. If J'Ou }m,·e bt;e11 foolish· c11ot1gl1 

'' Orie momeiit boys , ,., he said briskly as t<? ,:ote for H~11dforth aga1r1st. you 1· o,v11 C?Il• 
he Il1ottnted tlie 'steps ·" H,ai1dfortli I under- y1ct1oes, . tl1at 18 )-our o,vn affair. An elect-1011 
t5ta11cl that J"Pou have 

0

bee11 ~lcctcd ~aptai11 of 18 ~ se~-ious matt!.r, and_ shottl~ be _tr~a:_ed 
F ?'- · serious]~. If yor~ __...,. to t1 eat 1t ,, 1tJ1 

ou.~· 1-l~~~i~." • levity. 1t ia ittiug that,'·: · · · ould suffer as a 
" 1 • • result of *-°" own Ha11dforth, Jee 

T 1at is, tempo1·a1·y capta111 ?>' mo cor,gnttDlate yot1 tlpon your victory. Ir 
"}?errnanent captain, sir," said Handiortb there are any poiuts you need help with, do 

promptly. '· If Hainilton ,va11ts to fight mo not hesitate ·to seek my advice.'' 
i&t the tX>lls ,vl1en he conies back, I shall be 11 · d 
rencly.. Btit I've been elected by th~ bigge.st \Vith a curt nod, Mr. Cro,,"Pe ,,·ent 1n oors. 
111ajoi-1ty ever known at St. Frank's~-'' "' .t\nd that,'' said Haodforth, '' is that!'' 

'' It's 011ly spoof, you uss !" )·elled eomc- He \llaB weai·irig an expression of Ql1iei 
bod;)"'. ,· triumph, and his eyes \\·ere gleaming vio--

1"11". C1-o\\-·ell turned quickly, as tho11gh torioualy. Chttrch ar.1d J.-lcGlure gazed at one 
accepting the interruption as an ope11ing. a11other, vaguely SL1~picioll8 Wf something. At 

·• What w .. as that ?'' he asked sharp])·. tl1e same moment theY' had thought of tl1e 
· "Handforthts been fooled, si1· !'' same idea. 
'' l11deed !u ~d _l\lr. Crowell coldly. "\\""l1at William Napol&>n Bro,vne, coming ot1t on 

exactly do you mean by that remark, De to the steps ,vith Horace Blevens~ chuckled 
\

1 alei-ie ? The result of the election is still \\·ith quiet amusement. 
11pon the screen yo11der, and Handfo1·th is ,, I haws a lurking suspicion, Brother 
111ost decidedl1' your ne,v captain!"' Haiidforth lias got the half-nelsoi1 on the 
... Bi1t it's only a rag, sh·!'' sh-outed a dozen Remove," he said smoothly. ..I ha,·e a 

,·c,ices. second lurking s11spicion that Btotber Ha11d-
.. Let tis have t11is qt1ite clear," said ?fir. forth commenced this double-c1wsing process 

l~ro,, .. ell grimly. "Did you OO)"S ,~ute for at an ea1·lier period. A great eye-opener for 
l-1:ltidforth in the approved fashion? Did :rot1 1.1s all. Who would have suspected our o,v11 
JJlace 3-.. our cro8ses against his 11ame 011 tl1e Brother Ted of such sinister cttnning ?" t~ll~~. papers, and deposit them in the usual Handforth, with his thumbs tucked in bi3 

x · ,vaistcoat, was ready. 
,. \Vl1y, yes, sir !" said Reggie Pitt • 
.. I~ver~; ~Y in t-lte Remove did this!'' "Tl1ought you'd fool me, eh?" he asked 
'' ,.,.es, 11 r !'' ¥ ge11ialty. '' Well, my sons, let me tell you 
4,, Tl1en Haridforth is captain of the Form-- the truth. I wasr11t looled for a 1ninnte-but 

elPctcd by his O\Yn Form--fellows,"" declared you've been foo.led all tl1e time! You didn'\ 
1'Ir. C1uwell finally. ~, There can be no two gi,,.e me credit for such sn1a1·toess, ch?'' 
,vaj·s in a t11atter of this sort. You haYe "We've been-fooled?" asked De Valerie 
elected Hanftforth .. a11d the matter i~ ended. n thickly. 
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